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TRAVELSAND COMPARISONS

As he reached the age of fourteen or fifteen Fukuzawa grew increesingly frustrated in the
provincid amosphere of Nakatsu. 'Outwardly | was living peacefully enough, but dways in my heart |
was praying for an opportunity to get away. And | was willing to go anywhere and to go through any
hardship if only | could leave this uncomfortable Nakatsu. Happily, a chance sent me to Nagasaki." He
wrote that a particular event confirmed him in his decision to leave. Fukuzawas brother had written a
letter to the clan's chief minister for which he was reprimanded because it was not properly addressed.
'Seeing this | cried to mysdlf, "how foolish it is to stay here and submit to this arrogance!” And | was
determined then to run away from this narrow cooped-up Nakatsu."

Fukuzawas chance to escape was one of the many effects of the first shock of the imminent
revolution in Japan. In 1854 Commodore Perry had appeared with the American warships off the coast
of Japan and this 'had made its impression on every remote town in Japan.® Thus 'the problem of
national defense and the modern gunnery had become the foremost interest of al the samurai.** In order
to study western gunnery one had to be able to read Dutch, so Fukuzawa volunteered to do that and, in
1854, a the age of nineteen was taken to Nagasaki to learn Dutch and gunnery. The true reason why |
went there was nothing more than to get away from Nakatsu.... This was a happy day for me. | turned at
the end of the town's street, spat on the ground, and walked quickly away.®

He st himsdf hard to work. "My chief concern was, after dl, the Dutch language. | often went to the
interpreter's house, and sometimes to the house of the specid physicians who practiced "Dutch
medicing’. And little by little, after fifty or a hundred days, | came to understand something of the Dutch
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language.® Because of jedousies within the dan,” it became difficult to stay in Nagasaki and the
following February (1855) he left and ended up amonth later as a student at the school of Koan Ogata
in Osaka. Ogata was one of the foremost experts on the Dutch learning in Japan.

Fukuzawa gives a ddightful and lengthy account of hislife as a sudent with Ogata. Like many of his
young contemporaries he became fascinated with western science and technology. For instance he
describes how 'Of course at that time there were no examples of industrial machinery. A steam engine
could not be seen anywhere in the whole of Japan. Nor was there any kind of apparatus for chemical
experiments. However, learning something of the theories of chemistry and machinery in our books, we
of the Ogata household [school] spent much effort in trying out what we had learned, or trying to make
a thing that was illustrated in the books.® Learning about the new science was not easy. For instance,
there was no good work on eectricity. 'All that we knew about eectricity then had been gleaned from
fragmentary mention of it in the Dutch readers® One day Ogata returned with a Dutch volume
borrowed from his clan lord. 'l took in the book with devouring eyes...here in this new book from
Europe was a full explanation based on the recent discoveries of the great English physcist, Faraday,
even with the diagram of an dectric cdll. My heart was carried away with it at first sight.’° He and his
fellow students proceeded to work day and night to copy out the whole long chapter on eectricity
before returning it. This event quite changed the whole gpproach to the subject of eectricity in the
Ogata household. | do not hesitate to say that my fellow students became the best informed men on the
new science in the entire country.™*

Fukuzawa learnt the basics of western chemistry and physics during the years 1856-1860. This
partly explains his increesing didike of Chinese Knowledge. "The only subject that bore our congtant
attack was Chinese medicine. And by hating Chinese medicine so thoroughly, we came to didike
everything that had any connection with Chinese culture. Our genera opinion was that we should rid our
ocountry of the influences of the Chinese dtogether.”® He came, as he explained later, to see Chinese
mis-information as a block to knowledge and advance. 'The true reason of my opposing the Chinese
teaching with such vigour is my belief thet in this age of trangtion, if this retrogressve doctrine remains at
al in our young men's minds, the new divilization cannot give its full benefit to this country.™® In hisold
age he wrote in his Old Man Fukuzawa's Tales that 'l am not one who studies western learning and
tries to combine it with Chinese learning. | wish to tear up traditiond teaching by the roots and open the
way to the new culture. In other words | wish to use one learning to destroy the other and these two
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things have been my lifelong concerns.™

He worked with huge concentration but great uncertainty. There was no obvious job ahead and
much anti-foreign feding in the country. Like others at Ogatas school, 'most of us were then actualy
putting al our energy into our studies without any definite assurance of the future. Yet this lack of future
hope was indeed fortunate for us, for it made us better students than thosein Y edo.™®

Then in October 1858 the clan needed a Dutch scholar to open aschool in Yedo (Tokyo). He
moved there and continued his studies. Yet he was in for a sudden shock. He visited Yokohama in
1859 and noted that 'l had been gtriving with al my powers for many yearsto learn the Dutch language.
And now when | had reason to believe mysdf one of the best in the country, | found that | could not
even reed the sgns of merchants who had come to trade with us from foreign lands. It was a hitter
disappointment, but | knew it was no time to be downhearted.”® The language of the world was English,
not Dutch. So 'On the very next day after returning from Y okohama, | took up a new am in life and
determined to begin the study of English.”” He managed to find atwo volume Dutch- English dictionary,
and 'Once with these & my command, | felt there was hope for my endeavour. | made firm my
determination to learn the new language by my own efforts. So day and night | plodded aong with the
new books for sole companions. Sometimes | tried to make out the English sentences by trandating
each word into Dutch; sometimes | tried forming an English sentence from the Dutch vocabulary. My
sole interest then was to accustom mysdf to the English language.'® He progressed well and the
following year published his first book Kael Tsugo (English Vocabulary and Idioms). This was not
exactly a trandation; my work was limited to adding kana (Japanese syllabary) to indicate the
pronunciation of the English words, a very smple task.?®

Cometh the man, cometh the moment. The year after | was settled in Yedo - the Sixth year of
Anse (1859) - the government of the Shogun made a great decision to send a ship- of-war to the United
States, an enterprise never before attempted since the foundation of the empire. On this ship | was to
have the good fortune of visting America®® In January 1860 Fukuzawa and others started from Uraga
on the ship Kanrin-maru, reaching San Francisco on February 26 (March 27 by the western calendar).
He stayed in Americaitself for about three weeks and returned by way of Hawail, to arrive back to the
publication of his English dictionary in Augus.

American was quite literdly a new and strange world for him. In his Autobiography he givesa
few examples of the things that shocked and surprised him. Coming from a neat bamboo and paper
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culture where nothing was wasted, he was amazed by the wedlth and profligacy: ‘there seemed to be an
enormous wadgte of iron everywhere. In garbage piles, on the sea-shores - everywhere - | found lying
old ail tins, empty cans, and broken tools. This was remarkable for us, for in Yedo, after afire, there
would appear a swarm of people looking for nails in the ashes.?! Likewise the furnishings and concepts
of cleanliness were entirely different. 'Here the carpet was laid over an entire room - something quite
astounding - and upon this cogtly fabric walked our hosts wearing the shoes with which they had come
in from the streetd We followed them in our hemp sandds'?? The rdlative expense of this affluent
culture was a shock. "Then too, | was surprised a the high cost of daily commodities in Cdifornia We
had to pay a hdf-dollar for a bottle of oysters, and there were only twenty or thirty in the bottle a that.
In Japan the price of so many would be only a cent or two.'”

Due to his erlier efforts to understand western science and technology, steam, eectricity,
physics and chemistry, he was not particularly surprised or impressed by American technology. ‘As for
scientific inventions and industrid machinery, there was no greet novety in them for me. It wasrather in
matters of life and socid custom and ways of thinking that | found mysdf at alossin America®* He was
puzzled by the relations between the sexes. A smal example was western dancing. Going to a bdl he
found that the 'ladies and gentlemen seemed to be hopping about the room together. Asfunny asit was,
we knew it would be rude to laugh, and we controlled our expressions with difficulty as the dancing
went on.?®

Also surprisng was the absence of interest in kinship and descendants. 'One day, on a sudden
thought, | asked a gentleman where the descendants of George Washington might be. He replied, "I
think there is awoman who is directly descended from Washington. | don't know where she is now, but
| think | have heard she is married." His answer was s0 very casud that it shocked me. Of course, |
knew that America was a republic with a new presdent every four years, but | could not help feding
that the family of Washington would be revered above dl other families. My reasoning was based on the
reverence in Japan for the founders of the greet lines of rulers - like that for leyasu of the Tokugawa
family of Shoguns, redlly deified in the popular mind. So | remember the astonishment | felt & receiving
this indifferent answer about the Washington family.?

Fukuzawa left America puzzled and intrigued. He had clearly had a good time and made the
most of his opportunities. For instance, to the great envy of his companions, he managed not only to
have his photograph taken but persuade the fifteen-year old daughter of the photographer to pose with
him. 'As| was going to st, | saw the girl in the Sudio. | said suddenly, "Let us have our picture taken
together." She immediately said, "All right”, being an American girl and thinking nothing of it. So she
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came and stood by me.””” He had learnt allittle of the customs of the natives, but after only three weeks
"Things socid, political, and economic proved most inexplicable.?® Other than the photograph of
himsdlf, his mogt dgnificant acquisition was copy of Webgter's dictionary, which 'is deemed to have
been Fukuzawals intellectua wespon in understanding modern civilization'.

In 1861, the year after he returned, Fukuzawa was married in traditional Japanese manner, with
ago-between, to Toki Kin. She bore him nine children, four sons and five daughters, al of whom grew
to adulthood, though twin babies had been born dead. He described how, 'For the next two or three
years, | was more occupied with my struggles in studying English than in teaching. Then, in the second
year of Bunkyu (1862), a happy opportunity came my way, and | was able to make a visit to Europe
with the envoys sent by our government.°

This second voyage took him away from Japan for amost a year, and involved months spent in
severa European countries. His own summary of the trip is as follows. 'We sailed in Decenber, Hill the
first year of Bunkyu (1861) on an English war vessd, the Odin, sent over for the purpose of conveying
our envoy. We cdled a Hongkong, Singapore and other ports in the Indian Ocean. Then through the
Red Sea to Suez where we landed for the railway journey to Cairo in Egypt. After about two days
there, we went by boat again across the Mediterranean to Marsdlles. From there we continued by the
French railways to Paris, sopping a day at Lyons on our way. We were in Paris for about twenty days
while our envoys completed negotiations between France and Japan. Next we crossed to England; then
to Holland; from Holland to Berlin, the Prussian capitd, and then to . Petersburg in Russia. The return
journey was made through France and Portugd, then retracing our course through the Mediterranean
and the Indian Ocean, a length we reached Jgpan after nearly ayear of traveling. It was amost the end
of the second year of Bunkyu (1862) when we returned.”! In fact, according to western chronology,
the journey started in January 1862 and Fukuzawa returned in the December of the same year.

The Japanese authorities who sent out this large fact-finding expedition were caught in a
dilemma. They wanted the delegation to gather as much information as possible on dl aspects of
western ‘civilization' so that Japan could prepare itsdf for development. On the other hand, severd
hundred years of isolation made these same authorities nervous about the possible effects of this new
knowledge on members of the expedition. Thus Fukuzawa noted that 'One ridiculous idea held by our
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embassy was that its members should not meet the foreigners or see the country any more than they had
to. We were under the seclusion theory even when we were travelling in a foreign country.” A member
of the expedition was to keep a watchful eye and This particularly applied to us three trandators.®
Thus they were accompanied whenever they went out. 'In spite of al these redtrictions, however, we
were able to see or hear pretty much everything that we wished.®

An amazing new world reveded itsdf to Fukuzawas intensdly curious eyes. Throughout this
tour, new and surprising to us were dl the things and indtitutions of civilization. Everywhere we stayed,
we had the opportunity of meeting many people and learning much from them.®* Again he was neither
particularly impressed with, puzzled by nor interested in pursuing matters scientific and technologicd,
about which he could and had read books. 'All the information dealing with the sciences, engineering,
electricity, steam, printing, or the processes of industry and manufacture, contained in my book, | did
not really have to acquire in Europe. | was not a specidist in any of those technicd fidlds, and eveniif |
had inquired particularly into them, | could have got only a generd idea which could more reedily be
obtained in text books. So in Europe | gave my chief atention to other more immediatdly interesting
things"® This proved embarrassing a times, for his hosts were under the impression that the Japanese
mission, including Fukuzawa, would be mogt interested in precisely these technologica and scientific
advances. This had been a problem in America where his kind hogts directed him to the new marvels.
‘But on the contrary, there was redly nothing new, at least to me. | knew the principle of the telegraphy
even if | had not seen the actud machine before; | knew that sugar was bleached by Straining the
solution with bone-black, and that in boiling down the solution, the vacuum was used to better effect
than heet. | had been studying nothing else but such scientific principles ever snce | had entered Ogetal's
school "¢

Time was short and Fukuzawa was clear both as to what he did not want to spend his time on,
and what was important. 'During this misson in Europe | tried to learn some of the most commorplace
detals of foreign culturé and the ‘common matters of daily life directly from the people, because the
Europeans would not describe them in books as being too obvious. Yet to us those common matters
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were the mogt difficult to comprehend.®” He redlized that his interests must have been puzzling to his
hosts. ‘It was embarrassing on both sides and | regretted it, but somehow | managed to escape to other
persons whom | had recognized as likely persons to answer my questions on things | had not found in
the dictionaries. All my questions were so commorplace, these gentlemen must have fet the
conversation to be wasting of time, but to me, the questions were vital and most puzzling.®

He was particularly interested in the working of ingtitutions and associations and in democratic
palitics. In terms of inditutions, he was fascinated but deeply puzzled by things such as hospitds, the
postal services, the police. 'For instance, when | saw a hospita, | wanted to know how it was run - who
paid the running expenses, when | visited a bank, 1 wished to learn how the money was deposited and
pad out. By smilar firgd-hand queries, | learned something of the postd sysem and the military
conscription then in force in France but not in England.®®

He crammed in an enormous amount, mixing observation with @ntinuous questioning and socid
contacts. Then | was given opportunities to vigt the headquarters and buildings of the nava and military
posts, factories, both governmental and private, banks, business offices, rdigious edifices, educationa
inditutions, club houses, hospitals - including even the actud performances of surgica operations. We
were often invited to dinners in the homes of important personages, and to dancing parties;, we were
trested to a continua hospitdity until a times we returred exhausted to our lodgings.'“® Blacker
describes how during the six weeks in London, the delegation ‘attended the Ball of the Civil Service
Volunteers in Williss Rooms, and the Grand Ball given by the Duchess of Northumberland. They paid
frequent vigts to the Internationa Exhibition. They inspected Woolwich Arsend and garrison, the Zoo,
the Houses of Parliament, Buchanan's Archery Warehouse, the Crystal Palace, King's College Hospitdl,
and the boiler factories of Messrs John Penn and Son a Blackheath.” They were aso 'taken to the
Derby, down a Newcastle codmine, and over Portsmouth dockyard."*

Other experiences were equdly interesting and Fukuzawa's enthusiasm and curiosity are apparent; ‘the
hospitals, poor houses, schools for the blind and the dedf, inditutions for the insane, museums and the
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expositions, were al new to look at and as | learned their origins and their contributions, every detall of
them filled me with admiration and fascination.*?

Just as Tocqueville found the dien poalitica forms in America and England both the most
intriguing and difficult to understand, likewise Fukuzawa, coming from an even grester distance, found
the palitica systems in Europe puzzling, yet he sensed their importance. Under a heading The people
and politics of Europe, he wrote that 'Of political Stuations of that time, | tried to learn as much as |
could from various persons that | met in London and Paris, though it was often difficult to understand
things dearly as | was yet so unfamiliar with the history of Europe.*

He noted that 'A perplexing ingtitution was representative government' and gave a vignette of his
bewilderment in England when he saw the sysem in action. 'When | asked a gentleman what the
"eection law" was and what kind of bureau the Parliament redly was, he smply replied with a amile,
meaning | suppose that no intelligent person was expected to ask such a question. But these were the
things most difficult of al for me to understand. In this connection, | learned that there were bands of
men cdled politica parties - the Liberds and the Conservatives - who were dwaysfighting against eech
other in the government. For some time it was beyond my comprehension to understand what they were
fighting for, and what was meant, anyway, by "fighting" in peace time. "This man and that man are
enemiesin the House" they would tell me. But these "enemies’ were to be seen a the same table, egting
and drinking with each other. | fet asif | could not make much of this. It took me along time, with some
tedious thinking, before | could gather a generd notion of these separate mysterious facts. In some of
the more complicated matters, | might achieve an understanding five or ten days after they were
explained to me. But dl in dl, | learned much from thisinitid tour of Europe*® The vast amount of new
information he gathered, and the sight of a new world, would provide the foundetion for hislifes work.

He put down dl his observations and summaries of his conversations in a notebook. 'So,
whenever | met a person whom | thought to be of some consequence, | would ask him questions and
would put down dl he said in a notebook ... After reaching home, | based my ideas on these random
notes, doing the necessary research in the bookswhich | had brought back, and thus had the materid
for my book, Seiyo Jjo (Things Western).*® We are told that 'One of his notebooks has been
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preserved. It is crammed with information in Japanese, English and Dutch on such varied subjects asthe
cost per mile of building a ralway, the number of sudents in King's College, London, and the correct
process for hardening wood.'*’

The compar ative per spective.

Fukuzawas three foreign vidits and his knowledge of Dutch and English gave him an unique vantage
point both in rdation to his own civilization and understanding the West. As he redlized, he hed the basis
for a double comparison: the 'ancien regime past of his clan youth, and the pogt-revolutionary world
that was opening up, and the comparison of Japan and the West. In relaion to this he summarized his
experiences a the end of hislife thus 'My life begun in the restricted conventions of the smal Nakatsu
clan was like being packed tightly in alunch box. When once the toothpick of clan palitics was punched
into the corner of the box, a boy was caught on its end, and before he himsdf knew what was
happening, he had jumped out of the old home. Not only did he abandon his native province but he
even renounced the teaching of the Chinese culture in which he had been educated. Reading strange
books, associating with new kinds of people, working with al the freedom never dreamed of before,
travelling abroad two or three times, findly he came to find even the empire of Japan too narrow for his
domain. What a merry life this has been, and what great changes!*®

The experience of rapidly expanding intellectua horizons, where three hundred years of western
thought suddenly became available, is beautifully captured in the following reminiscence. 'When we read
history, we redlise that Nakatsu was but one of three hundred clans which existed during the Tokugawa
period, and that the Tokugawa were merely persons who happened to have seized power in the single
idand of Japan. We see that beyond Japan lie the dmost innumerable countries of Asa and the wes,
whose higtories leave evidence of heroes and great men. When we contenmplate the works of Napoleon
and Alexander, or imagine the erudition of Newton, Watt or Adam Smith, we redise that there are
Hideyoshis beyond the seas and that Butsu Soral was but a smal man of learning from the East. When
we read even the bare eements of geography and history, our minds must needs be lifted from their old
ways of thought. Into what lofty redlms will they rise therefore when we look into the theories of the
grest thinkers of the west, analysing and comparing inquiring into the cause and effects of al things from
the organic laws of the physica world to the formless affairs of men. As we ponder deeply on what we
read, we experience a state of rapture as though we were trangported into a different world. When,
from this pogtion, we look back on the world and its phases, governments seem like smal
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compartments of men's affairs, and wars like the games of children. **°

The changes within Japan itsdf were immense. The opening of the country and the restoration of
Imperia rule caused a great revolution never before experienced in our history. It even affected al our
customs, education, and industry, and even such details as clothing, food and housing.® Everything was
confusion. ‘Japanese met Westerners for the firgt time since the founding of the Japanese idands. It was
a sudden legp from the dlent depths of night into broad daylight. Everything they saw dupefied ther
minds; they had no categories for understanding anything.®* Everything was questioned. The fdl of the
Tokugawa regime of three hundred years standing gave me the cue, and for the first time | redlized that
my lord was as human as |, and that it was shameful to trest him as | had. | was not the least surprised
to see mysdf undergoing the trangtion, refusing even the stipend that the clan had willingly offered me. |
did not stop to reason this out at the time, but | am convinced now that the fdl of the feuda government
was what saved me from my davish atitude.'

In contrast with the might and sophistication of Europe and America, the first temptation was to
losefaith in one's culture, or a least to recognize redigticaly that it had 'fallen behind'. 'Asaresult of our
recent ties with foreigners we have begun to contrast our civilization with theirs. Our inferiority to them
on the externa technologicd level is obvious, but our mentality aso differs from theirs. Westerners are
intellectudly vitd, are persondly well-disciplined, and have patterned and orderly social relations. In our
present sate, from the economy of the nation down to the activities of single households or individuds,
we are no match for them. On the whole, it has been only recently that we have redized Western
countries are civilized while we as yet are not, and there is no one who in his heart does not admit this
fact.™>3 Japan had been sheltered from al this by the formidable bulk of China, but now China had been
humiliated. The only trouble with us is that we have had too long a period of peace with no intercourse
with outsde. In the meanwhile, other countries, stimulated by occasond wars, have invented many new
things such as steam trains, seam ships, big guns and smdl hand-guns etc. We did not know dl that, for
we did not see anything beyond our borders, the only studies we have had being Chinese books, and
the only military arts fencing with swords and spears. Naturaly we are finding ourselves very much
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behind times and fearful of the foreign countries™*

The enormity of the changes required were indeed daunting after the long period of seclusion.
"True, we have often been shaken by the changing fortunes of higtory in our two and a haf millemia But
as a force which has shaken the very depths of men's minds, the recent relations with foreigners have
been the most powerful single set of events snce Confucianism and Buddhism were introduced from
China in the digant past. Furthermore, Buddhist and Confucian teachings transmitted Asan ideas and
practices. They were different only in degree from Japanese inditutions, so they may have been nove,
but they were not S0 very strange to our ancestors. The same cannot be said of relations with foreigners
in recent higory. We have suddenly been thrust into close contact with countries whose indigenous
avilizations differ in terms of geogragphicd location and culturd dements, in the evolution of those
culturdl dements, and in the degree of therr evolution. They are not only novel and exatic for us
Japanese; everything we see and hear about those cultures is strange and mysterious. If | may use a
smile, a blazing brand has suddenly been thrugt into ice-cold water. Not only are rip ples and swells
rufflingsthe surface of men's minds, but a massve upheava is being stirred up a the very depths of their
souls!'

The difficulty was increased by the speed at which Japan would have to adapt if it were not to follow
the path of India and China and Africa and become European colonies. 'What are, then, the darming
factors that confront the Japanese people in the Meiji Era? The foreign relations are what they are. In
commerce, the foreigners are rich and clever; the Japanese are poor and unused to the business. In
courts of law, it so often happens that the Japanese people are condemned while the foreigners get
around the law. In learning, we are obliged to learn from them. In finances, we must borrow capita from
them. We would prefer to open our society to foreignersin gradua stages and move toward civilization
at our own pace, but they ingst on the principle of free trade and urge us to let them come into our
idand at once. In dl things, in dl projects, they take the lead and we are on the defensve. There hardly
ever isan equa give and take.*®

The enormous gap in every aspect became more and more apparent and the bitterness at the
way in which Chinese knowledge had provided such a feeble bulwark is evident in another passage. 'If
we compare the levels of intelligence of Japanese and Westerners, in literature, the arts, commerce, or
industry, from the biggest things to the least, in a thousand cases or in one, there is not asingle areain
which the other side is not superior to us. We can compete with the West in nothing, and no one even
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thinks about competing with the West. Only the most ignorant thinks that Japan's learning, arts,

commerce, or industry is on a par with that of the West. Who would compare a man-drawn cart with a
steam engine, or a Japanese sword with arifle? While we are expounding on yin and yang and the Five
Elements, they are discovering the sixty-dement aomic chart. While we are divining lucky and unlucky
days by astrology, they have charted the courses of comets and are sudying the condtitution of the sun
and the moon. While we think that we live on a flat, immobile earth, they know that it is round and in

motion. While we regard Japan as the sacrosanct idands of the gods, they have raced around the world,
discovering new lands and founding new nations. Many of ther politica, commercid, and legd
inditutions are more admirable than anything we have. In dl these things there is nothing about our

present situation that we can be proud of before them.™

So far Fukuzawa was only reflecting what anumber of his friends were saying. What makes him
greet is that he applied his inteligence effectively to doing something about the Stuation. One thing he
did was to move beyond the fird redlistic assessment of western superiority to a more sober assessment
of the weaknesses of that system. He combined enthusiasm for the new world of liberty and democracy,
with a knowledge that it was far from perfect. He appeared a times to be advocating a tota
abandonment of Japarese traditions, writing 'If we are to open our country to the world, we must open
it dl the way and bring in everything of the West. Thisis what | have always advocated.™® Y et on the
very same page he urged selectivity. 'Not every product of the West will be good or useful. But if there
is something clearly inferior or bad on our side, then we must without amoment's delay correct it.™

He found the new civilization, especidly in America, over-obsessed with materid wedlth.
Although producing many things, ‘the results of ataining the benefit of the best and the most beautiful
have been disgppointing. Their men spend their lives in the feverish pursuit of money. The only function
of their women is feverighly to breed male heirs to carry on the economic sruggle. Can thisbe called the
ided society? | hardly think so. This observation of Mill suffices to give us some idess of a lesst one
undesirable aspect of the American character.®

He aso noted that although proclaiming equality, the de facto Situation was not, perhaps, as good as
it was in Jgpan. The civilization of the West is of course to be admired. It has been only recently since
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we have begun to do so. But it would be better not to believe at dl than to do so superficidly. The
West's wedth and power must truly be envied, but we must not go so far as to imitate the unequa
digtribution of wedth among her peoples as well.®! Likewise, while western nations proclaimed the
sovereignty of nations, the rule of internationa law etc. they behaved with predatory unscrupulousnessin
their massive imperiad expangon into Asa and esewhere. Individudly, many westerners were loutish,
aggressive and unpleasant in their dedlings with the Jgpanese. Or again, he noted that The taxes of
Japan are not light, but if we consider the suffering of the poor people of England because of oppresson
by the landlord class, we should rather celebrate the happy condition of Japan's farmers. The custom of
honouring women in the West is among the finest in the world. But if a wicked wife dominates and
plagues her husband, or a disobedient daughter scorns her parents and gives free reign to disgraceful
conduct, let us not be intoxicated over the custom.®® In summary, the West was far ahead in its materia
life, its political and socid indtitutions and scientific knowledge, but its ethica foundations were less
laudable. "When | observe the ethical behaviour of Jgpanese men and compare it with that of men in
other civilized countries, | do not find Japanese men inferior. 3

Fukuzawa saw his task as combining Western science, technology, and politica ingtitutions and a
market economy, with the traditiond 'spirit' or ethic of historicd Jgpan. That Jgpan is today such a
curious blend of 'West' and 'East’ is h no smdl part due to his clear vison of the problem, for ‘the
wperioriﬁtg/ of Wegtern over Japanese civilization is certainly very great, but Western civilization is hardly
perfect.’

Fukuzawads grestness d 0 arises from the fact that he saw himsdlf as a spectator looking a two
worlds, both from the outside. In relation to his own Japanese upbringing and world, he had become a
sympathetic outsider, participant and then observer. ‘A man goes through life asif saling onthe seain a
boat. The men in the boat naturaly move with the boat, but they may well be unaware of how fast and
in what direction the boat is moving. Only those who watch from the shore can know these things with
any accuracy. The samural of the old Nakatsu clan moved with the clan, but they may have been
unaware of how they were moving, and may not redise just how they came to arrive a ther present
date. | done have stood, asit were, on the shore of the clan, and, as a spectator, may have had a more
accurate view of the samurai within the clan. Hence | have committed my spectator's view to writing.®

51Fukuzawa, L earning, 99

®Fukuzawa, L earning, 9

SFukuzawa, Women, 96

®Fukuzawa, L earning, 95

®Fukuzawa, Kyuhanjo, 308

13



Copyright: Alan Macfarlane 2002
From: Copy of chapter 12 of Alan Macfarlane, The Making of the Modern World: Visions from East and West
(Palgrave, London, 2002)

Equally interesting is the fact that he could look a western civilization as it reached its greatest period
of expanson and technologica superiority, from the outsde. While people like Mill and Buckle and
others could only conjecture what a pre-indudtrid, ancien regime world was like, Fukuzawa could
re-live in his own lifeime the experience of one hundred and fifty years of dramatic change.
Compressed into his single life was the most massive shift which has occurred in human higory in the
last ten thousand years.

He saw very clearly that this gave him an advantage, the shock of surprise and amazement which is
the basis of deep discovery. 'We aso have the advantage of being able directly to contrast our own
personal pre Méiji experience with Western civilization. Here we have an advantage over our Western
counterparts, who, locked within an dready matured civilization, have to make conjectures about
conditions in other countries, while we can attest to the changes of history through the more reliable
witness of persond experience. This actud experience of pre-Méiji Japan is the accidentad windfal we
scholars of the present day enjoy. Since this kind of living memory of our generation will never be
repeated again, we have an especidly important opportunity to make our mark. Consider how al of
today's scholars of Western Learning were, but a few years back, scholars of Chinese Learning, or of
Shinto or Buddhism. We were dl ether from feudd samura families or were feudd subjects. We have
lived two lives, as it were; we unite in oursalves two completely different paiterns of experience.’®® He
believed that this would give him a peculiarly valid set of indghts. 'What kind of ingghts shdl we not be
able to offer when we compare and contrast what we experienced in our earlier days with what we
experience of Wegtern civilization? What we have to say is sure to be trustworthy. For this reason,
despite my persord inadequacies, | have endeavoured in this humble work to put to use my own limited
knowledge of Western Learning...my whole purpose has been to take advantage of the present
historically unique opportunity to bequeath my persona impressions to later generations.’®’
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