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MY PARENTS IN ASSAM 
 

 
 

My mother with two favourite dogs. 
 
 

 
 

My father with a land-rover for the tea estate. 
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My mother with Miranda the deer. 
 

 
 

My mother beside one of the rivers where my parents fished. 
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PARENTS 
 

 
 

Donald Macfarlane in 1942, aged 26 
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Iris Macfarlane in 1949, aged 27 
 

THE GROWING BOY 
 

 
 

Oxford, 1947, aged about five and a half. 
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Alan in the year of going to the Dragon, 1950 or 1951 
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Aged twelve, 1954 – Dragon snake-clasp belt and aertex shirt. 
 

 
 

At the end of Dorset Days, summer 1954 
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DOCUMENTS 
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The first and fifth page of a letter from Iris to Alan for his eighth birthday – 1949. An early 
handwritten letter. 
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The first typed page of a letter from my mother, 1953 
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The start of a children’s story my mother wrote in instalment in India and sent to Alan and Fiona in 
1948/9. 
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Drawing of Deopani Tea Estate – Iris for Alan - 1950 
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Alan to his father with addition by grandmother, 1948 
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Alan to his parents, with addition by grandfather, 1952 
 

 
 

Letter from father (Mac) to mother (Iris) in 1942 
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Telegram from Iris to Mac on tenth wedding anniversary, 1951 
 

 
 

Grandfather’s diary, January 1953 
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Grandfather’s address book – Dorset tradesmen etc, 1950’s 
 

 
 

Returning to Sedbergh, Uncle Robert’s diary 
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Broadstone football match - drawn by Uncle Robert 
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‘First Parting’, poem by Iris when Alan first went to school, 1947 
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First school reports at kindergarten 
 

 
 

Last junior school report before going to the Dragon 
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HANDWRITING 

 

 
 

My first surviving letter; aged nearly six, December 1947 
 

 
 

18 October 1948, a day after my mother left for India, aged six and three quarters. 
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Letter on 24 October 1948 for my father’s birthday 
 

 
 

March 1949, aged seven and a quarter 
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Letter to Father Christmas, 25 November 1949, aged nearly eight 
 

 
 

Letter from Scotland, July 1950 
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Letter from Dorset, April 1952 
 

 
 

Letter from Dorset, April 1953, with addition by grandmother 
 



DORSET DAYS 

188 

 
 

Letter from Scotland, January 1954 
 

 
 

Letter from Dragon School in last summer term, July 1955 
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DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS 
 
 

 
 

Aged six: probably the steep hill at Charmouth 
 
 

 
 
 

Aged seven: possibly the fish I caught at Oxford 
 

 
 

 
My painting over the top of a drawing by another 
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A mill; painting over a drawing by another 
 

 
 

July: Painting over a sketch by another 
 

 
 

Tree and cut out baby deer (Bambi?) 
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Birthday card 
 
 

1950 Aged eight 
 

 
 

 
 

March: various drawings of a farm, house, zoo 
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August: Holiday in Scotland – Loch Morar 
 
 
 

1952  aged ten 
 
 

 
 

January – Parents Boat to India 
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1954 Aged twelve 
 

 
 

July - the Dorset house 
 

 
 

My sister’s  horse in Assam 
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Our pet dachshund in Assam 
 
 

 
 

An uncomplimentary picture of my father 
 

 
 

Vicky, the pet monkey in Assam 
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ALAN’S TOYS AND COLLECTIONS 
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Overviews: soldiers, animals, cars, chocolate covers etc 
 
 

 
 

Guns, search lights and dinky toys 
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Soldiers of the Empire 
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The fort made for my seventh Christmas in 1948 
 
 

Games 
 
 

 
 

Subuteo 
 

 
 

Minibricks 
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Miniature horse racing 
 
 
 

Collections 
 

 
 

Chocolate covers and coins 
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Tiger and leopard’s teeth and wild boar tusks 
 

 
 

Wild animals 
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Farm animals right, ceremonial ribbons and minibricks left 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


