




















DORSET DAYS

MY PARENTS IN ASSAM

My mother with two favourite dogs.

My father with a land-rover for the tea estate.
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My mother with Miranda the deer.

My mother beside one of the rivers where my parents fished.
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DORSET DAYS

PARENTS

Donald Macfarlane in 1942, aged 26
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Iris Macfarlane in 1949, aged 27

THE GROWING BOY

Oxford, 1947, aged about five and a half.
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DORSET DAYS

Alan in the year of going to the Dragon, 1950 or 1951
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Aged twelve, 1954 — Dragon snake-clasp belt and aertex shirt.

At the end of Dorset Days, summer 1954
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DORSET DAYS

DOCUMENTS
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The first and fifth page of a letter from Iris to Alan for his eighth birthday — 1949. An early
handwritten letter.
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DORSET DAYS

Tingalibam
April ée&tu H‘*CZ..

el

parling Alan,
No letter rrom you tnis week, perhaps you've

been too busy! I suppose you'Pe beginning to think or the ena o
of tne rnols now, depressing thought, but the summer term is
the best really isnt it? The girls are just dying to come
home and I think Fiona is longing to be back at school again,
but they bear up pretty well ana get the most out of lire here,
They are getting quite erricient riders ana go carreering
about, chasing cows and goats, they would both rall off ir
the norses took a step sideways as they really havent much 1laea
or how to sit properly but tney adont seem to mind being thrown
rrom siade to siae, Anne usually takes a 1irm grip or the back
o the saddle when they get into a canter ana WFiona grabs any
bit or the horse she can get a-hola or, very unorthodox but
it keeps them on. 3

I have had a very depressing week and I know
you will be very sad to hear that Mopsy aiea yesterday, She
got better, but them got worse again ana we triea everything
but could not save her, I was heartbroken but am trying to
take a sensible view of it now, we would have haa to have lerlt
ner nexy year ana sne mignt nave got ill then ana woular® have
got all the attention I coula give her, also she aiant like tne
heat at all ana woula have been very unecomiortable when-it
got really hot, so perhaps she is happier now in the Happy
Hunting Grounds, I like to think so.

I havent been out anywhere this week, except
for an hour on Sunday morning when we took the girls up tae
Kanu river, it is just right now, aeep enough Tor thnem to
swim in in places but not to arown in, We waded up quite a
long way, Daaay ana I trying to catch butterrlies withput much
success although some lovely ones rlitted past on the other
siae or the river, always., We aid catch a Bluebottle but
all tne colour got rubbed orf by tne time we got home, I'm
putting it in ror you to Xlook at, The swimning pool has
been amusing the girls a lot but a large toaa took possession
or it a couple o1l days ago and scared Anne who has rerusea
to go in since., We are cleaning it out and putting in a pump
and sinking a tube well so the water will be cleaner and then
we are going to put in some lime to make it blue which will
also keep out the toaas I hope, It still isnt too hot as
we've had quite a bit or rain ana on Wednesday night we had
a sort of cyclone, ,it blew up quite sudaenly with a sort or
screaming noise and there were cracks and crashes all round

= ﬁgs:§e:26r§ilnggwn, one oI them Jjust missed the bungalow and
‘ g 80 we were lert in tne piten aark

The first typed page of a letter from my mother, 1953
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The start of a children’s story my mother wrote in instalment in India and sent to Alan and Fiona in
1948/9.
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DORSET DAYS
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Drawing of Deopani Tea Estate — Iris for Alan - 1950
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Alan to his father with addition by grandmother, 1948

177



DORSET DAYS

Alan to his parents, with addition by grandfather, 1952
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Letter from father (Mac) to mother (Iris) in 1942
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Telegram from Iris to Mac on tenth wedding anniversary, 1951

Grandfather’s diary, January 1953

179



DORSET DAYS
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Returning to Sedbergh, Uncle Robert’s diary
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Broadstone football match - drawn by Uncle Robert
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DORSET DAYS
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REPORT  for. Chsisdsd® Term

SUBJECT. o :i;: ::E:' SUBJECT, ] ;.E:- ::‘:'
ENGLISH. | SCRIPTURE. ‘ A S
Grammar Catechism. —f e =
P |
Literature ... ART. )
p—— : A "% 2=
position ... Medded Drawing .. IV /20
Dictation Frechand
20 i £ 3
Recitation A 7%/ Memory ! !
Reading w20 2‘4 Colowe: a5 | =
Writing . | B | 1500 2° MUSIC.
HISTORY. Singing
English Sight-Reading ...
European .. | Piazo |
GEOGRAPHY. | poMESTIC
I* SUBJECTS.
MATHEMATICS. 2 o’ Needlework
Adsietc .. |4 7 0 /- | = = %
ardwor
Mental Arithmetic
8 Ad|  Woodwork . |
Tables S A’ /20- a. 4 OENTRAL ]
SCIENCE, | kNowLEDGE. |__ | |
Biology —  DRILL.
LANGUAGES. Dancing.
French Grammar
Traaslation
, Composition
)
Ol . | s
German . Height fr. in.
Latin Grammar ... Weight st Ib.
Translation _—l Chest in. to in.
*A = Good.
B Fairly Good.
Co Fair to Weak
Do Very Woak

First school reports at kindergarten

S
SOUTHLANDS SCHOOL.

Report for the Ny Term, 19.3%....

Nt Mzw» ™M &W Ag %27
N(Zi{tz;A];s;:;:m 15 I For .T\raml\,lvw i AVERAGE AGE oF FORM ~| — |0

SUBJECT A:

READING
Warnxg
SPELLING

ENGLISH LITERATURE
CowmposITION &
FrENCH

LatiN ...

HisTory

SCRIPTURE
ARITHMETIC ...
ALGEBRA

GEOMETRY

NATURE STUDY
GEOGRAPHY ...

HANDWORK ...
NEEDLEWORK
ART ...
DanciNG

Music

PraNo ...
VioLny

- ..;‘:;:_AL TRANING Aok ﬁﬁ.w ..... [% WMWMM@E

GeneraL Conpucr .

Hercur ! 5

ft. in,
| &’ o

W—- _—IE Rt . Nlae & o 2
REMARKS : J A
I,W — B

(Signed)..\ ). 1) ER%m, Moy m . )&;\yL-w.w.r,a.
Next Term commences S»lunv. \g il Qe ‘t : oA

LR 21461147

BEGINNING OF TERM.

=

Ib.

I
WEIGHT ‘] st. ‘ Ib.

WEIGHT ‘ END oF TERM.

Last junior school report before going to the Dragon
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DORSET DAYS

HANDWRITING

My first surviving letter; aged nearly six, December 1947

18 October 1948, a day after my mother left for India, aged six and three quarters.
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Letter on 24 October 1948 for my father’s birthday

March 1949, aged seven and a quarter



DORSET DAYS

Letter to Father Christmas, 25 November 1949, aged nearly eight

Letter from Scotland, July 1950
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Letter from Dorset, April 1952

Letter from Dorset, April 1953, with addition by grandmother



DORSET DAYS

Letter from Scotland, January 1954

DRAGON SCHOOL
OXFORD
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Ut pamunka te .aa,.lmode,,_’JK net oud, AR Yy e

Letter from Dragon School in last summer term, July 1955
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DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS
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Aged six: probably the steep hill at Charmouth

B e e

Aged seven: possibly the fish I caught at Oxford

My painting over the top of a drawing by another
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DORSET DAYS

A mill; painting over a drawing by another

July: Painting over a sketch by another

Tree and cut out baby deer (Bambi?)
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Birthday card

1950 Aged eight

e

March: various drawings of a farm, house, zoo
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DORSET DAYS

August: Holiday in Scotland — Loch Morar

1952 aged ten

January — Parents Boat to India
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1954 Aged twelve

low ke ung bsaa b ¢

viege

My sister’s horse in Assam

193



DORSET DAYS

Our pet dachshund in Assam

An uncomplimentary picture of my father

Vicky, the pet monkey in Assam
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ALAN’S TOYS AND COLLECTIONS
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DORSET DAYS

Overviews: soldiers, animals, cars, chocolate covers etc

Guns, search lights and dinky toys
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Soldiers of the Empire
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DORSET DAYS

The fort made for my seventh Christmas in 1948

Games

Subuteo

Minibricks
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Miniature horse racing

Collections

Chocolate covers and coins
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DORSET DAYS

Tiger and leopard’s teeth and wild boar tusks

Wild animals

200



Farm animals right, ceremonial ribbons and minibricks left
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