


I wrote to Trevor-Roper on 19th November 1967 from 6, Milverton Road, London

Dear Professor Trevor-Roper,

How very nice to hear from you and how kind of you to send me an offprint of the essay on the Wiitch
Craze. The only fact which marred my pleasure was to hear of the recent death of the much-esteemed Agnes
Trollope. If I had any black-edged writing paper I would have written on it. Please send my sincerest
condolences to her family and any of her basset-hounds still surviving on the scraps from the Regius Professor's
table. The only consolation is that she was briefly mentioned as one of the angels of light in a recent review in
The Sunday Times. I should have realized then, of course, from "The late Miss Agnes Trollope" but I was so
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distracted to_find myself described elsewhere in the article ("they dogmatise about unverifiable sexual practices,
and invoke the analogy of Congolese tribes... ") — I was just off to gwe a talk at Balliol two days later on
"Problems in the sexual life of the Tudor and Stuart period"!) that I missed the implications. But since her arch
enemy had discovered her real identity, perhaps there was nothing else for it.

Thank you very much_for your advice about Routledge’s. The only trouble I anticipate is not religious — but
nepotism: all the directors appear to be called Franklin. I hope to have the typescript to them by March.

1 am still at the L.S.E., — just finishing an M. Phil. on "Marriage & sexual attitudes in Tudor and Stuart
England" and preparing to go out to India. Not Calcutta, 1 fear, but probably the Assam hills where I was
born. 1 feel sad that the moving stair will pass me by and realize that I may never be able to return to Oxford.
But feel that I would feel I had betrayed myself if I didn’t at least try to get away at some point. Fortunately
my wife feels the same. London s miserable in many ways and I miss my Oxford friends & autumnal trees et
very much — not least my awed visits to the Regius Professor's lodgings — but find anthropology continuously
exciting.

I'm sorry you are weighed down by commattees, lectures etc. You shouldn't write such long letters to
"unimportant persons' like myself — then you would have more time to read. Even I find little time to read and
1've gotno teaching! I hope, anyhow, that once the dreaded flight is over, China revives you. I wonder why
you've been drawn back to a place that frustrated you so much? If you ever have time to drop me a post-card (or,
even better, a letter) 1'd love to hear how you get on (also my father collects stamps). Hope you are equipped
with your "Sayings of Mao"!

Again, thank you for writing and sending Whiches.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely, Alan Macfarlane
P.S. Enclose a dingy/dirty xerox of my thesis abstract — which I hope you'll keep with best wishes.

On the 215 I went back to Oxford and gave a paper to the Worcester Historical Society
(the Walsingham Society). The first page of that talk is as follows.
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. Problems in the study of marrisge in Tudo

Marriage has been described as the “"turning point round which rur
life hinges, 1t is a structural centre. Every tie between human

| AR\ et s
beings is modified. ﬁ Yet historians havel( tended to pay little
attentipn to the subject ur¥M™ recenrntly. The references at the
bottom of your hand-out s contain gimost % the usem;:x:aterial on A
0w marrisge in Tudor and Stuart England that I have been able te\
locate. That this is not the result of either a supposed
unimportance of the subject, or of a shortage of sources, I hope
to convince you. A few moments thought will meke one aware of
the intimate ways in which marriage is int,erblfanded with all the
other problems studied by historians. lfthe;_‘;'.r”intere sted in religion
he may find usEfuk a useful indéx of the different attitude of
various religious groups, for instance Catholic and Protestant, in
their attitude to marriage. fle may even find that religious beliefs
are influenced by marital practices. # political historian will
immediately ree.lize) from a study of Tudor or Stuart politics the
immense importance of the web of kinship relations which held
factions and groups flogether, ‘he economic historian, with his
current interest in inheritance systems, may yet find that marriage
patterns are one of the most important factors in the industrial
revolution. The historical danographer’: of course, is well aware
that marital customs will influence all his figures, for example
popul ation growth rateswill be directly affected by the age at
marriage. finally, the historian who is ,above all, interested in
finding out what no-one has discovered before, and the historian who
wants to really understand how people felt and thought in past ages
cen hardly fail to be aware that the study of marriage will take

them right into untrodden lands,luxuriant with the intimate

To Lady Clay ~ 22.11.67 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Lady Clay,

Just a note to say how nice it was to see you yesterday and to thank you very much indeed for making the
effort to come to my paper. It made it much easier to talk knowing that there was at least one person in the
audience who know something about the subject. ..
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From Iris: Field Head, Friday [November 24th 1967]
My dear Gill & Alan,

Thank you_for the letter and the interesting enclosure which I'm still reading. I'm so glad about the
publishers kindness and faith, you can pay us back when you feel your sorted out properly, no hurry. I do hope
the result of the interview s favourable, but of course there are other things....

We're having lovely but icy weather with thick fogs at night, makes the countryside a fairyland but is hard
on the birds, I'm thinking of doing a sociological study of the bird table, I'm sure 1t would throw all sorts of
light on Rirby Lonsdale! My two days spent there were fascinating though partly wasted on the blacksmith and
the tape-recorder as in my letter; however Daddy and I managed to unravel about two miles of tape yesterday
and by some muracle it still plays so 1 feel a bit better about it. I shall now have to get down to a solid session
of indexing and filing, which I've been dodging.

1 loved being in K.L. 1t 15 delicious now with nobody around and sitting in the church reading about all the
Nich Atkinsons mending the clock and bells and gravelling the paths and being provided with ale the while, took
me right back into their world - not right unfortunately but as near as one could get. It’s obvious (which I
suppose you know) that Easter was the big celebration of the year, quarts more wine consumed then, Xmas was
on a par with Palm Sunday and Michaelmas, then Good Friday. I didn't do all the details, 1t would take
Jforever, and if one wanted to do an economic study of the increase in costs of lime and peat and workmen’s
wages one would have to go back and concentrate on these. There seems to have been a dozen or so members of
the parish who organised everything (churchwardens amongst them) chosen at a vestry meeting every year. Who
they actually were will emerge. The blacksmith as I told Anne was a bit of a disappointment, he isn't too happy
to be presented with facts and doesn't like to think that anyone knows more than he does, though I still think he
would be useful about old customs and landholding and told him we would like to drive round the parish with
him one day, map in hand. He says there are still open fields with "run rig" remains to be seen at Austwick.
Daddy smuggled Swinburne on Wills out for me which threw a lot of light about widows rights etc. Copyhold
was not supposed to be devisable but up here this kind was obviously considered as gavelkind and was bought
and sold and passed on as if it was freehold. I haven't yet worked out properly how, or rather at what precise
stage, land was passed on. The surveys show a lot of cases of father and son sharing land but who was in
charge I don't know, in one will a son leaves property to his father so he has obviously taken over, but mostly the
pattern seems to be that the sons (or at any rate the eldest two) are given some of the land, the father remaining
in the ancestral bit until he dies. Then everyone shuffles round, the eldest son moving into hus father’s land,
second into the eldest etc. .. It doesn't appear that they have to wait to be married before inheriting, usually it
happens at 21 with the condition that the mother is to be looked after and the daughters legacies paid, though
there is a case where the father says "if he married Eliz. Gibbenson" he will get land in settlement - but this is
additional to land already given him.

The reason one gets the feeling they were ancestor worshippers is the superstitious belief in the actual burial
place as being important, "as near the cross as maybe”, as if the surroundings can affect the next life, and the
amount of times they say "as near my ancestors as maybe" - also a case of two brothers leaving money for
prayers for their mother and father. This was a survwal of masses for the dead I suppose, could be one reads
more into things than one should. I have got to the stage of seeing significance in sawn logs!

1 had to stop writing down all the debtors, I think it was the absence of money that made them owe so
much, every little chore had its value and was cancelled out by someone else's return chore instead of being paid
off - or rather pad_for by bonds. Usury was very common though and it's surprising that "manifest usurers"”
were not supposed to be allowed to make wills....

Let me know as soon as you hear about the grant, hope all the talks went well...

1 wrote a paper for Schapera’s seminar, which I gave the following day. Here s the first page, which is
interesting also because 1t shows how I was trying to digest the whole course of seminars, which I also discussed
with some criticism at the end of the talk.
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Introduction. - SR
~ This paper is in two parts., In the first half there is ;a'.1
- of inter-class marriage in a few gre-indzst.rial historical soc
This follows the previous papers

n layi gr:hnary stress on
| the exclusion of hypotheses. In the second half of the paper
| teaken the liberty of discussing the problem of "mixed marriage  mo:
| generslly in an attempt to see whether any useful ideas have emerg
from the previous seminars., Hypotheses put forward by individual spe
on their special subjects will be tested against all the evidence.
few more suggestions will be made as to other fruitful approaches., But
first, another dose of ethnography. .

1 .

In discussing 'mixed marriage” we have moved a considerable way from
the early seminars where we were dealing with proscriptions laid down
either in legal codes or religious directories. ;t might well be argued
that inter—class marriage is not "mixed marriage"” and, even more strongly,
that statistical tendencies — for example the tendency to marry someone

1living xswxbox physically nearby and its contravention — are not marriage
" "rules'. Two points are worth making here. Tl;xe first is t.hat‘ marriage
across socioecoromic boundaries may well be "mixed marriage” if we
accept Merton's definition of mixed marriage as "marriage of persons
deriving from those different in-groups and out-groups other than the (v
family which are culturally conceived as relevant to the choice of a spous
/ There must, therefore, be a consciousness of boundaries being crossed. i
This seems to apply, generally, to inter—class marriages. But it also
seems justifiable to talk about statistical rules when we are discussing
. mixed marriages. As Levi-Strauss has stressed, in the 'complex' societies
- mswt which have been the subject of these seminars  the marrisge rules
are "complex' not 'simple'. We may not be able to deduce them from
the laws, from generalkzmsd statements and so on, yet they may exist.
The only way to discover them may be through statistical analysis. Even
if we wish to understand those phenomena we have been discussing we have
to be aware of such 'rules'. ¥or example negroes may not marry white
people in pa.rt.s|of the United States not because of any dislike of f
mixed marriage but because of a statistical rule - for example that
people only marry those living nearby, or in the same occupations, and
coloured and white live in different areas and do different jobs. This
lpoint, will be pursued later. All that needs to be stressed here is that ."
even though a statistical tendency is not formally recognized in a bogg
of law or explicitly stated when people explain marriage choices, it may

be relevant us,
Cpvohlaa t)g(ac..."'dv-“' "“:‘:Q‘-‘#SL:)}
The problem of marriage across socioeconomic borders has come up
in various forms in most of the previous papers. For example, it was
suggested by David Seddon that racial barriers were partly caused by an
attempt to prevent a change in the elass structure of South Africa. In
Merton s words
'mm is iat'gfv.me whi:ix serves &g xﬁainta.in social orgrogatives armd
es w n a soc TOuDn., e revent the dif
of power, a.zthorit,;" and pre errgq st awlspgoppgrsons aﬁo arglg%n
affiliated with a dominant group' (2
Last week Miss Hewitt showed us that there was some overlap between
endogamous units and ecomomic groupings — especially at the top
of the scale. Two forms of inter-class marriage may be distinguished, |

|
o
3
N
4d
|

|
iy
i

|

)

|

Possibly as part of the background to this discussion, I prepared a table to show the different
ways social stratification had been approached in the social sciences. In this, for my own use,
I tentatively noted which of the various indices could be used by historians.
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& : Social Stratification

Types: Estates - e.g. feudal

legal differentiation,

on),

Caste - e.g. India = ritual differentiation(polluti

Class - e.g. Europe = control of means of production.
Status groups - e.g. America = patterns of consumption,

Elites

Nodels of class structure -

Marxxst = two-fold = exploiters and exploited.
Socitddogical = normally @ three-tier model.

Warner - for U.S, = a six-fold structure (cf,.Kluckhohn),
Silvermen - for Italian village = 4-fold (with subdivisition

Williams — for Gosforth = 7- fold.

General theories of class-structure.

s)

Marxist — the relationship of groups to the means of production.

Functional - preserves the best men at the top.!

Indices of class,

Applicebility/manifestation in

Index., " Anthropology History.

g Fosedis valne [
Income | v - Jubes l"'(5"“"“"“7‘
Education arner z
Occupation - i) v ? W‘“f / e

Size of house ‘ v ’ | neNochatL!

Land tenure | { \ Mg’w
Household possessions§ ba.t,hs/llgh\/ing/t.onet.s/ v eachnids -
Ascribed status through { 7 Ve { S e o
birthzancest.ry/ n@\w(lﬂ,’&ﬁ 2 ks i 1Y
Personal names/address sfeé th’y’[ v ( = w Wy -
Inter—-personal behavio 1\9- ; ) v ol o mwiy. 2
Groups/distribution at v

rites de passage & religious ritual. [ v v/ |

r — .

Visit one another's house-(friendship pajterns)”’ Wq""“*f“m‘ B
Belong to same social clubs | 5 [l ’N-“-‘k* [QWJ
gbcchange gifts v "z 7 oAl L

how awareness of themselves as group.) v ’f"‘( 3»—-7
Intermarriage, shiged % Ll.:A/
Residential segregation, o 7 J

1967 — December

6, Milverton Road, London, NW.6 1/12/67
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Dear Mummy & Daddy,

Sorry about the long gap since my last letter but... I have had rather a hectic ten days. Thank you very much
Jfor you letter, anyhow. As I champed through vast fields of sociological jargon it was most cheering to think of
you unravelling the past of K-L. as you unravelled the miles of tangled tape. Before I turn to work, however, just

a few bits of news...

Most of my time and energy has been directed at the talks I gave. The day in Oxford last Tuesday went off
very well and 1 saw the usual crowd: the talk was on C16 marriage arrangements and the audience were
relaxed and receptive. Then on Wednesday a more formal talk - witches again - which seemed to go down
reasonably well at Mary Douglas' seminar. The other two talks - at L.S.E. semuinars - I really had to think _for
and were a bit of a sweat. I'm very relieved they are over. In both I attacked anthropology and anthropologists -
but the audience, rather disappointingly, agreed with me!

1 had a note from the chairman of the London-Cornell Foundation saying that he thought I would get a
grant but that it would be a couple of weeks before they knew definitely. I will keep you informed. One
interesting excursion amudst the rather grim round of seminars was a visit to the owner of Ralph Josselin's diary
on Wednesday. He was a retired colonel who lwed on the Suffolk border. An incredible house - huge Tudor
red-brick/half-timber built by one of the nobles who was present at the Field of the Cloth of Gold. The house
was nearly as big as Levens and stuffed with fantastic furniture, pictures, suits of armour, pottery etc. A note
inside the cover of the Dairy - which the editor had omutted in the published version - which showed that the
long birth-intervals of Josselin's last five children were due to 5 miscarriages not to other forms of birth control
(as I had guessed) made the journey extra worthwhile. Historical research is an interesting sport - as you have
Jfound - even if one does not find so much (though you did)...

One point about Christmas plans. I wondered if it would be o.k. if Annie came up a bit before us? I hope to
have finished my M.Phil. 1st draft by Dec. 10th & so will not need her for typing. I thought that, if she and
you are willing, she could a) get a bit of rest for her jaundice and b) help you with the indexing. Two people
working on the wills/churchwardens accounts/register would cut down the labour considerably & I can give a
hand when I come up. I would pay for her - as would be doing if she were here - as she would still be working
Jfor me, and she could pay for b&b out of this.

Haven't much space to comment on all the interesting facts you have discovered for K.L. - but, generally,
was fascinated by almost everything you found. One point. I presume that when you leave out a type of
imformation - e.g. building expenses in the churchwarden's accounts - that you have made a note of the type of
iformation omutted (so that one can go back to the original if necessary). I'm not surprised about the blacksmith
- I suppose he's too well-known: also, by showing that one knows more of the facts than the informant, I
suppose he feels hus knowledge is devalued a bit.

Re. ancestors, it will be very interesting to see the relatie frequency in which cases of testators specifying
where they should be buried is mentioned in K. L. and Boreham. I imagine there will be quite a difference. You
speak of daughter's legacies. Were these ever specified to be marriage portions (dowries) and, if so, how do they
compare to the amounts left to the son? I just wondered whether one could make an estimate of the amount of
wealth exchanged at a wedding. Have you discovered yet (it will probably have to wait for the analysis of the
Register) whether any children married promptly a) afier inheriting at 21 or b) the father's death? I won't
plague you with more questions - but very much look forward to seeing all your material.

P.S. The Josselin man I mentioned was 1/c Dellu fort at one time - and lived in Shar Jahan's royal chambers
(or something to that effect).

From Iris: Field Head, Tuesday [December 5th 1967]

My dear Gill & Alan,

<. have been working at rather less pressure (which wasn't much anyway) as I was getting splitting
headaches, I think through reading slides in this very hot kitchen. I have been thinking over the question of late
marriage and 1t seems to me more connected with the death of the mother, here at any rate, where sons were
always enjoined to look after their mothers till they died or remarried, and very oflen had to share their inherited
property with them. As inheritance was closely interlinked, each legacy dependent in some way on another, this
would affect the whole family and I did notice that widows, deaths often seemed to be followed by marriages -
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not as often as 1'd hoped when I came to analyse it, only 7 out of 28 over a period of about 18 months and
even these one can't be sure of - but I think it’s worth watching. One would need to know what the attitude of
the younger generation was towards the mother, I see a woman in court complaining that her poverty was due to
the ingratitude of her son, so it seems that was the accepted thing for the old to be cared for by their children,
and it would also explain all the widows heading households in K.L.. Late marriage would curb the birthrate
i a place like this where partible inheritance was the rule, as the whole family would be "held up" so to speak,
and as the care of daughters was also enjoined they would have to be settled before the son could consider his
own marrage.

1t must have been fascinating seeing the original JJosselyn diaries, how are you getting on with the book, and
have you found an interested publisher? I had half an hour to spend in Kendal library and they have all sorts of
fascinating things there, if only it was a litle closer. Miss Macpherson still isn't well, I rang her up as she
hasn't yet returned the Parish Reguister to Mr L. but she promused to do it. I'm so glad the Cornell project
sounds hopeful, you could pick up our boxes and take them back with you to Shillong as it doesn't seem that we
shall ever get them here....

6, Milverton Road, London, NW.6 10/12/67

Dear Mummy & Daddy (and Annze),

«.. We are both delighted at the other bits of good news which were scribbled on a p.c. to Annie - that
Mummy's book was going into German and that the luggage is on its way. Look forward to hearing more
details about both these things in_your next letter - but meanwhile, congratulations on the former. ..No news yet,
at my end, about London-Cornell. As Annie will have told you, the first draft of my M.Phul. is finished. I'm
going to fill in the time before Christmas finishing off "fosselin'. I want to put off writing-up the witchceraft
book as long as possible since Reith will have the furst draft of his book ready soon and I want to see how far
we overlap....

Stell no solid news about Xmas from this end. This heavy snow - which will presumably block up the
Pennines if it continues... I'm afraid we'll have to leave vague till the last moment. I hope this won't put you
out. But we will certainly be up for a_few days at some point.

I'm afraid I've lefi ths letter rather late and am a bit tired to launch on demographic history - but found

your discussion of the age of marriage and inheritance most interesting. Two things immediately occur to me: a)
was it the death of the second parent (more often the longer-lived mother than father) which was the significant
Jfact in allowing the sons to inherit & hence marry? b) did the wills specify that son's should maintain thewr
mother - or that she was still in charge of the farm? There is a long and interesting discussion of this whole
problem in a book I'm reading at the moment - and will bring up (Williams, Ashworthy, p. 84ff) in which,
for instance, he says "In Montgomeryshire, farmers rarely retire, so that a son cannot inherit the farm until his
father dies and cannot marry while his mother is alive or while there are brothers at home". This sounds similar
to the situation you describe. I don't know if you feel interested enough - but I noted from the latest "Work in
Progress" in the Ag. Hist. Rev., that A. Mousley, The Unwersity, Reading was doing work on 'Field Systems
& Settlement forms in the Outer Hebrides & ,. Ireland” - it muight be worth getting in touch with him at some
point. One final thought - you said Easter was the great religious focus. Was it also the time for
courting/marriage? On Easter-day, a C16 man said, "the lover's eyes to roll like tennis balls" (Wilson,
Shakespeare, 5). Perhaps Annie will be able to help you work this one ou....

To Lady Clay  17.12.67 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,

How sweet (and generous!) of you to send me the book token which, as you know, is very much appreciated
and will come in most handy. I'm toying with the idea of buying Creighton’s Epidemics and perhaps this will
go towards that. Thank you. I hope you got my card: this is the letter which you asked for and it adds our very
best Xmas wishes to those on the card.

In reply to your question about when I will be next in Oxford, I think it should be early next term. I'm
speaking on Ralph Josselin at Keith Thomas’ seminar on Tuesday 30" Fanuary so will be up then, if not
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before. If his seminars are as good as they were last year, I hope to come down to several of them and so will, 1
hope, see more of you than last term. Now to your various bits of news.

... ] quute understand your sentiments about the Worcs. S.C.R.?> — one always feels most worried where
one has most invested (emotionally). Nothing I can say will make any difference to your attitude I'm sure, but
when I was dining there last term I remember several people asking afier you and saying they wished you made
use of your dining rights more often. ... Please give my regards to any of my friends. I had a nice note from
James Campbell afier my talk — suggesting I read “The Horse in the Furrow™ or whatever the title of the book
is. Please thank him _for hus letter and say that I agree with him — with reservations.

Was interested to hear of your conversation with E-P (Evans-Pritchard). Yes he’s a bit deaf and pretends,
sometimes, to be more dogmatic and senile than he really is. But he’s a cunning old dog. In fact I have no doubt
i my mind that you were sitting next to one of the most brilliant and complex minds that Oxford has produced
this century — well on the same level as Tawney, Ryle or any of the philosophers, etc. Though of course his
greatness is past, he s an intellectual giant — the founder of a whole new discipline. It probably didn’t sound
like 1t when he spoke — but giants often sound like pigmies. Hoskins, for example (who I hear is going to resign
Jfrom Leicester) is not, face-to-face, anything special. I'm sorry you didn’t meet my uncle at All Souls. He may
have set off for America where he is going to be a visiting Professor for a_feww months before getting a new job
with Asa Briggs [at Sussex University].

. 8.0.A.8. (School of Oriental and African Studies) is where I will be attached next year. The teachers are
perhaps less prestigious than at L.S.E. (although the best ones at L.S.E. — e.g. Raymond Firth — are soon
leaving) but the atmosphere in the department seems to be much better. ...

DI'm reading Lafe Against Death by Norman Brown — a psychoanalytic study working out the implications
of Freud. C. Hill recommended 1t a couple of years ago as the most penetrating study of the ‘Puritan’ character
he had read. Perhaps it will throw some light on Josselin. Am half way through a study of Josselin’s family life
— masses on hus relations with his wife, children, step-mother, uncles etc. Do hope you will have the time to
read 1t when 1t’s completed.

At the end of the term I typed out my notes on various seminars and some of the lectures I
had been to. For example, here is the first page of my notes on the Raymond Firth seminar
on ‘communities’, which I also indexed onto little cards on the 18,

25 Lady Clay had been made an Associate of the Senior common Room at Worcester College, but felt
shy about using this right to dine occasionally in College.
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: “ 3 ,.’
FIRTH SEMINAR, Michaelmas 1967 - Communities. E’o “] s 1

‘ T | nay 4 i
Introductory; the problem forced on anthropologists &k that of =~
jremoving the idea of a communit; from a geographical to a social locus,
Here Tikopia was the ideal type, with Malaya half way and North London
at the other pole. Une of the main problems is that there are '
different 1ivels of community - the religious, economic, kin, family,
emotional and other communities, depending on what indices we take:
other comminities are those of politics, law, beliefs etc. One
insteresting problem is how community bounds are preserved (cf. M.Douglas
through taboos & classification and rituals; and how gommunities '
show their unity in community symbols, How, one wonders, are
~communities expressed ? Can one devise any test of the strength of
community feelmg?- How, indeed, does one measure a community at all?
“Some of the possible measures are visits/inter-actions; gifts and
messages; inter-marriage; hostility and friendship; co-operation in
-  labour; degree of emotional involvement with other members of:
similarity of ideas to other members of. 2

&
i

4 community )
(each speaker talked about his/her interests - only vaguely linked to
f Community .

lvg Talk 1. Andrew Turton, A general approach to the problem o
Sy
oy

Discusses Redf;eld's definition of the 'little community'; as Barnes
has stressed, it is also important to study ties leading out of the
village and one wonders how far a highly mobile village is a community,

One way of finding repetitiveness in a period of social change is g
to study decision taking; how decisions are made., One aspect in social
change is that there is an expansion of the field of choice, 4t is
glhxiixglpogxt to sht,udydt-{he mediation of choices, messages, through

S; such media are always present, 1t is also i rtant
to study how pc’aasant.s conceive change..p B3

Also needing study are the ways in which communiti i -
this done horizontally or vertically? oA R .

Possible ways of approaching communities:

d 1) by study of varafeties of conscious models (cf. Barbara Ward and
Elizabeth Bottk) — each person carries round several models of his
own and other organizations and these help to place people,/{One
wonders whether communities have shared conscious models? A.M).

Th )
cf:asgolzg.? be located, for Vexanple, by studies of reference groups -

2) contexts of inter—action - for instance the Ndembu vill
: ex i
’ ritual,political, marital unit: the Norwegian village s:gdiedsb;
arnes 1s the centre of agricultural,sdministrative amd voluntary

associations whi th
aghasl le other activities (e.g. indugtrial ) cover wider

l 3/ sets/fields/planes - what are the forms of inter
raction/the
o{iﬂlterraotion. "Intensive studies of limited areas g?/nfegoﬁgnt
;eo t nlelgessary, although there is no longer a coincidence of
; a%eapThcal/social space, lhe actual network of relations = social
./ space. The concept of the action-set is useful here, It is a

Letter to Keith Thomas on 19.12.67 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Keth,

Sorry to trouble you but I remember that you said that the section of your book dealing with witcheraft
would be back from the typist before the rest and asked whether I would like to see that first. 1 wonder, if the
sttuation 1s the same, whether I could take you up on your offer. 'm hoping to start turning the thesis into a
book soon — early in the New Year — and it would be a great help if I could have an idea of what you cover
before I begin. There is so much to be done that it would be a pity to duplicate work.
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1 hope the end of term went well and that you are getting time to work on the book. It really sounded most
exciting. Josselin goes well though there is really too much, even _for a book! It’s taken 10,000 words merely to
describe relations within his nuclear family — even excluding the first fifteen years of his childrens’ lives.

From Trevor-Roper wrote on 29th December 1967 from Chiefswood, Melrose, Scotland

My dear Alan,

Thank you very much_for your letter of 19 Nov. I hardly had time to read i, or its enclosure — the abstract
of your thesis — before leaving for the Far East on 25 Nov. But we are now back: in fact we got back just in
time for Christmas, having spent a fortnight not in Red China (I will never be allowed back there) but in the
Republic of China — i.e. Kuomintang Formosa [Tawwan] — and a week, on the way back, in Bangkok and
Angkor. I greatly enjoyed Formosa, which was quite different from my expectation, and almost reconciles me to
the new American Co-Prosperity Sphere (as the Japanese used to call 1t) which is being defended in Vietnam.
Certainly 1t 15, in every way, preferable to the grim, monotonous, terrorised conformism of Red China. As we
skirted the hills of Assam, I cast a loose thought towards you. I hope you enjoy returning thither: they looked
tempting to me, from the air (but almost any terra_firm ts tempting when seen_from the air), after that infinute,
dreary, dusty brown plain of India. We flew out by the new SAS Trans-Asian Express which goes from
Copenhagen to Bangkok, stopping only at Tashkent. Anyway, while you are there if you will keep in touch (a)
with books, (b) with me, I will keep my eye fixed on the moving stair for you.

Your abstract makes me want to read your thesis, but I suppose it will appear in_your book, to which I look
Jforward. Routledge will produce it well and Colin Franklin will take trouble with it. Do the index yourself — or
use domestic labour — and in detail, so that the index reads as another chapter and the reader discovers in it
gems he has mussed in a too perfunctory reading of the text. At least that is the ideal!

My essay on Watches s to appear separately as a Penguin. I have added a brief, brisk_foreword sharply re-
defining the territory between us in view of the incapacity of your superoisor to read what is clearly stated on the
Jfirst page of the text!

Miss Trollope's death was a sad blow to many. I have had several letters deploring it, including one from
Professor Stone of Princeton.

1 have no objection to studies of sexual practices so long as they are based on verifiable evidence, not on the
ipse dixat of some Gadarene sciolist?’; but I want to know how the facts are known, and trace the argument by
the known processes of scholarship, from which there is no escape, no appeal. It is because Christopher Hill
sometimes (e.g. in his Intellectual Origins of the Puritan Revolution), Stone generally, and Laslett always, skips
these processes, and flouts these canons, that Miss Trollope and I occasionally demur! Yours ever, Hugh
Trevor-Roper

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, YORK

Professor G.E. Aylmer 31 Dec 1967

Dear Mr Macfarlane,

I must just write to say how much I enjoyed reading your D.Phil. thesis. I hope that you will
publish it; unlike most theses, it would seem to me to need very little indeed to make an

excellent monograph.

Meanwhile I hope that it will be in order for me to refer to it when I lecture on this topic at
York....

26 Sciolist - a person who pretends to be well informed.
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1968

Spring Term 1968

Seminars/classes
Raymond Firth — Seminars

30.3.68 — Judy Lydall — Use of economic theory by anthropologists

no date, Gerald Mars —Corruption among dockers in Newfoundland

no date, Mr Alfala — Economic system of Bedouins

2.2.68 Alan Macfarlane Firth seminar — my talk

15.2.68 David Seddon, Peasant/market economies of the Berbers

22.2.68 Jeremy Kemp — Some aspects of land and labour in Thailand

1.3.68 Anne Sharma — Distribution of resources within the household

8.3.68 Mr Beaucamp — Circulation of goods and services in a Carib community (South
America)

Maurice Freedman — Rutes of Marriage

8.2.68 Miss Blovitch — Yugoslav marriage rites

15.2.68 ? Thomas — Marriage in Contemporary Britain

29.2.68 Miss Michaud — Do the Eskimo have marriage rites?
7.3.68 Mr Poole — Aboriginal Brazil

20.3.68 Professor Freedman — The Rites of Marriage

no date, Miss Selgin — Marriage in Japan

no date, David Seddon, Marriage in Morocco

no date, Father Karbosky — Marriage rites among Polish peasants

There were no lectures, or even talks, to attend this term, so the Firth seminar continued
as the main focus of the teaching, alongside one run by Freedman on marriage.

1968 — January

From Iris: Field Head, Monday (1st January 1968)
Dearest both,

Hope Anne will arrive in good shape.... Do hope you got home without any crises and felt
refreshed for the change, it was a noble effort and we did appreciate your making it. Also the
mass of lovely things you brought for us, we were quite overwhelmed by your generosity and
have been dipping into luxurious little tins with great pleasure - and relief as my catering
broke down two days ago!... It has been snowing today, though only lightly so far, and have
been in all day and feeling a bit buzzy as a result. Shall get working again properly tomorrow,
now that I'm all tidied up I feel like it....
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Letter from Keith Thomas New Year’s Day 1968

Of course, you are welcome to see my labours in progress. The only difficulty is that I
don’t have any carbon copies as I am making the (slight) economy of having extra copies
xeroxed. But I can’t do the xeroxing until I have put in the figures for footnotes and I haven’t
yet done the footnotes though should have done so in a few weeks. This means that you can
read as much as you like in Oxford, but that I can’t send you anything to London as I'm still
working on it all. [Indeed the whole thing is horribly embryonic still.] You would be welcome
to have the day with the typescript when you come up to read your paper on 30 January;
otherwise I suppose you will have to make a special journey if you want to see it sooner than
that. (I suppose there’s a chance I might get to London before term, though I doubt it; I’ll
bring it up, if so. I'm sorry to be so tiresome.) Do let me know which you would prefer.

4/1/68 To Gerald Aylmer

... You said not to bother to write, but I wanted to thank you for your encouraging letter about my Witcherafi
thesis and to say that I would be delighted if you could use this when lecturing at York..

1 enclose a copy of the thesis abstract which may remind you of the general outline. Please keep this if it of any
use.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Alan Macfarlane

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6 6.1.1968
Dear M. and D.,

Many thanks for your letter sent with Anne. She arrwed safely and seems well... Will try to keep her from
working too hard. It was really lovely being in the Lakes and even after a week in London we both feel
refreshed.... Still haven't heard anything about India, though I've had several nice letters from various people,
e.g. Professors Trevor-Roper (back from Formosa; his article on witches going into Penguin), Aylmer (of York -
saying, to my relief, that he didn't think that my book would need to be very different from my witcheraft thesis),
Lucy Mair - about her publishing problems. It was nice to be able to turn down an offer to publish the D.Phul.
Srom Weidenfeld & Nicholson. Sorry, this sounds very conceited, but since any success I have s largely based
on your work and that of Anne, I thought you'd like to know....

1 haven't done much this week. L.S.E. starts next week; I'll have to start turning my mind to anthropology
again. Most of my week has been spent on topping and tailing Josselin - who should arrive, a soggy parcel,
with you shortly. Full instructions inside. As I have said in the assembly instructions - though 1'd love your
help, don't feel you've got to do it. It's just for the money really. Your work on K.L. is ten times as important —
1 really was most excited by everything you told me over Christmas. But you might like some light amusement
and 1 think JJosselin raises quite a few general problems which might bear on your work - e.g. re. stages of
inheritance, importance of kin, age rituals etc. Will carry on with K. L. sources in London. When you have any
parish registers to cut up and clip, let me have one carbon_for Annie. I enclose some of which she has already
done; the cards are in the Josselin parcel. I enclose a few oddments also. A couple of books - no three - which
you probably know of re. K.L. Also a reference from the English Yeoman which I expect is dealt with in Bouch
and Jones. Finally, there are a couple of reviews. The Kerridge book might be worth getting from the library 1
think: he is quite good usually. One other enclosure - a cheque for £50 for Daddy. Half of what I owe you.
Our grants have come through so are relatiely affluent. Let me know if you need the other £ 50 before end of
March. Very many thanks for helping to tide us over a_financial crisis....
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From Iris: Field Head, Sunday (7th January 1968)
Daddy says thank you v. much_for stamps etc.
Dearest All,
Thank you_for sending the book Xerox so quickly, so glad that Anne arrived safely and hope the improvement
in health continues (this writing to three people at once is going to prove tricky)! I will send the Mediterranean
book next week, will read a little of it if poss. The one chapter on ""Time" was fascinating. I have just finished
watching Ed. Leach on the Telly, arguing with various reverend gents and others, he didn't really get the chance
to let himself go but made the point that in the 16th century "the family" included servants — doubtful?... The
big news of the week really is a contract from America at last for my book, with the usual huge amount of
1000 dollars which I suppose will be less devalued but very welcome nevertheless. They want some small
alterations apparently which I will cringingly do. So I shall be able to give Anne the "wherewithal” for Canada
quite easily now, no need for you to save....
1 have been into Kendal twice? Miss Macpherson is back but doesn't seem to be any better poor thing and
spends most of the time on the phone telling people how busy she s and the rest thumbing slowly through "The
Common Waste". I've been finishing the Tythe Map and looking at the Underley Estate papers which are full
of goodies but in a muddle. I have followed two properties through from sixteenth to nineteenth centuries and
learnt quite a lot but reading old deeds s the exhausting occupation of all time, archive wise, or should I say
ville?! I know there are endless riches in the estate papers but shan't be able to tap them as they're mostly
uncatalogued, a lot of wills amongst other things.
1 also went to the hibrary and got out two rev's diaries in the hopes that they would be fosselin’s, one was
Thos Crosfield whose _father Robert wrote Henry Wilsons will and s scrappy though with some interesting bits
about how much he spend on a_funeral and who came, the other the Rev Will Bagshaw Stevens, headmaster of
Repton, who spent his whole life chasing Cordial Widows and trying to get rich livings. Some funny
descriptions though, of one lady "it was her Passion to stroke Jackasses ears, for this amusement when she met
on the road one of the long eared race...she would descend from her Carriage and gratify her itching hand. She
fancies that she spends her life too much in the world for tranquillity and longs to pass the remainder of her days
in what she calls a Dead Calm". I must say I rather agree with her in both these respects. A dinner party
"Dish_followed dish and our Entertainment like a wounded snake dragged its slow length along"! Daddy and 1
are reading registers hard, he is brightening up Kirby Lonsdale by finding sick generals and other unlikely
characters....

From Iris: Field Head, Tuesday (9th January 1968)
My dear Alan,

Daddy sent off the news of Josselin’s arrival this morning, but I must write a line to say I have read 1t
through and am very excited by it - 1t’s marvellous what you have managed to extract from it and as you say the
Jacts are so interesting that they need little dressing up. I shall love working on it, but you must be quite honest
and extract any wilder flights of historical_fancy, my tmagination is not so solidly based as Tawney’s alas. The
notes with it are quiet clear, the arrangement seems all right too, three main chapter diwisions with breaks at
appropriate intervals in them, the way you have sorted out the subject matter will make this easy. In fact the
whole thing will be a real pleasure.

My own two daries will be much more interesting after reading 1, I haven't read Stout through but dipping
i there is obviously a lot of sociological interest, e.g. "the principle motive of trade was for the preferment of my
brother Leonard Stout's children, two of them constantly with me when they were between two and fiwe years of
age under the nurture of my dear sister Elin, their aunt. Their eldest daughter was not nineteen years of age and
not healthy but contrary to my advice and without my consent married Thomas Hall about her age... they being
both so young I had not hopes they would do well so resolved not to contribute to them. But my brother Leonard
her father at sundry times gave them as good as two hundred pounds which was more than double he had..."
etc.... The other diary, Crossfield’s, was from 1626 to 1638 and is a great deal concerned with his debts, he
has a tiresome habit of breaking into Latin, e.g. "Motion made per uxorem to take all inter her hands pro
administratione familiae cut non plene sed junctis consilins & virtbus rato consenst” - not too difficult to
translate actually. I don't think I can cope with any more diaries at the moment though I would like to get them
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all eventually but I am getting frustrated at so many jobs half done and books half read. I do hope the talk to
Keuth goes off well...

Today there is a light blanket of snow under brilliant sun and its lovely. I sometimes get the feeling it would
be better not to let this house but you come here for the summer to_finish off K.L. but perhaps this wouldn't
appeal to Gill very much? I know I'm going to leave 1t with many wild backward glances...

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6 13.1.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Sorry, another bundle of stuff for you. Will explain it shortly. To repeat things written on scribbled
posteards and bits of paper: we were all delighted to hear more about the book and send our congratulations. 1
was even more delighted, perhaps, to hear that you were prepared to work over Josselin. I was most interested
and amused by the bits from other diaries. the passage from Stout had about ten facts of great sociological
interest: perhaps it would be possible to do a short comparison with him at the end of the book?

1 enclose a couple of things more about Josselin. Furstly the will of his uncle Ralph which I warned you of-
Perhaps you could add this in where relevant - e.g. in the bit where I discuss relations between cousins &
where I discuss legacies to kin (& on the genealogy) you could note that Josselin, as far as I remember, does not
mention cousins Grace, Dorothy and Elizabeth. The chancery case has already been referred to on occasions in
the text and I've made a_footnote to the effect that it will be discussed in a special appendix. Hope this is not too
troublesome. Will send any more wills etc. (there should be one or two at most) in the next week....

We would have loved to have stayed at Field Head in the summer and finish off K. L. but I think it will be
impossible. Gull, of course, will be working right up to the end of September I think, and I will have to be near
oriental libraries and people who can teach me the language. Still haven't heard, though I gather I will next
week. They've had trouble with devaluation, apparently.

Final bit of work - I enclose a list of chancery cases at the P.R.O which Anne (and 1) discovered last week.
1 wonder 1f you could go through these and mark them with ticks or asterisks. Perhaps you could put two ticks
against those of great interest, one against those you'd like to have some time. It's just that each case is usually
very long. If you then send back the sheets we'll get to work. The witcheraft book goes quite well I think - can't
be bothered to change hardly anything....

To Ian Campbell 14.1.68 from London

... L still dream of founding a research wnstitute on the Outer Hebrides. ... I may have told you, I want to start
a salmon-farm, among other things: and generally to make enough money to run a small unwersity... At present
am attempting to earn some money by writing. I have two books on the stocks — one on witchcraft in seventeenth
century England. This is nearly completed & 1s, of course, based on my D.Phil. (which was passed last
October). Another book is an attempt to apply anthropology to family and domestic life in the same period. 1
doubt if they’ll be best sellers, but they might raise enough to start off something. ... My M.Phil. in
anthropology has been written & I hope to finish my two-year degree at the London School of Economics in
June. Then, money permutting, Gill and I go to a little explored region in the depths of Assam — a very beautiful
and exciting tribe called the Khasis. Hope to make a parallel study of those historical ones I've done. Also hope
to study further the population explosion which is my greatest intellectual problem — and something which
would be high among the studies in the Hebridean project.

Letter to Keith Thomas 13.1.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

If I could look at the witcherafi chapters on Tuesday 30" that would be marvellous. .. It’s just that my
typescript will be handed in to the publishers about the end of March and I would like to know what I can
leave out (and refer the interested reader to you). I've decided to alter the thesis hardly at all — just adding a
little more explicit comparison with anthropological studies. My piece for the Mary Douglas conference s also
merely a repeat — of the talk at Joan Thirsk’s seminar.
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1 enclose a few hand-outs for my talk on Josselin. I wonder if you’d be kind enough to give them out at the
Jfurst semuinar? Do you know how many you expect to attend? If you have a list of the other talks I would be
most interested to see 1t. I have tried to cover quite a wide range of subjects in Josselin, as you see. 'm afraid it
may be rather rushed as a result.

I wrote to Trevor-Roper from 6, Milverton Road on 14th January

Dear Professor Trevor-Roper,

Very many thanks for your interesting letter of 29th December. I very much enjoyed hearing of your journey
to and from Formosa and envied your few days in Angkor. Oxford must always seem very small and sheltered
after these excursions, although it has its own powerful currents. I was touched by your offer to keep an eye on
the "moving stawr’ for me. 1've a suspicion that when you have read my two_forthcoming books this offer will be
withdrawn, however. I will be caged among other snarling beasts like Laslett and Stone, classed as one of the
'Gadarene sciolists". I try to justify this in my mind by arguing that you and I use "scholarship’ in different
ways.

For me 'scholarship’ is something more than precision of footnotes, logical consistency in the text, and style.
There must be a breadth of vision, and imaginative understanding of the period and what s significant in i,
which many 'scholars' in the narrow sense of the word do not have. Perhaps this is an wdiosyncratic usage. But

Jfor me K.B. MacFarlane, for instance, or even, perhaps — though I don't know his work well — Maitland, are
not scholars, whereas Tawney (who often made mustakes and made fairly wild guesses on occasions) is a
scholar. Some people, like you, I find difficult to classify — e.g. C.H[ill]. Often one is convinced and there s
such an immense abyss of lack of sympathy and understanding shown — e.g. in hus bits on the "Witch Cult'
which ts, 1 see, repeated in his latest book — that one has doubts. Actually it is difficult to think of many
historians of this century whom one can whole-heartedly admare. The self-importance of those whom I come
across at the LH.R.?7 is amazing and the dreariness of their seminars beyond belief- I musin't go on as this
will sound very arrogant. But I felt I had better warn you that, poised between disciplines, I find most present
historical debates very arid. If nothing else, the growing battle between self-styled "New' and 'Old" schools of
hastory should prove lwely. I hope that our friendship will not end if we find ourselves temporarily ranged on
opposite sides. In the fight against pomposity and academic small-mindedness I like to think we are each using
different weapons in the same cause.

1 look forward to the Penguin on witches although, as we have both made clear, our work hardly overlaps.
My book should be ready for the publishers at the end of April or before.

1 will be in Oxford to give a talk on Tuesday January 30th & the following day. I don't suppose you'll be

Jree, but if you are on either morning or afternoon, perhaps we could meet for a_few minutes. If I don't get a
card in the next few days I'll assume you are fully booked up.

Again, thank you for writing. Hope all goes well with your work.

Yours sincerely,

Trevor-Roper wrote back on 16th January from the Savile Club 69 Brook Street W1

My dear Alan,

You really must use language more exactly! Scholarship is something quite definite. Of course it is ‘more
than precision of footnotes, logical consistency in the text, and style'. (It is also a good deal less: it has nothing
to do with style). But it does not include "breadth of vision', imagination etc. Scholarship is technical accuracy
and understanding of the rules of evidence within a discipline: nothing more. Historical scholarship consists of
knowing and understanding the sources and problems, handling the evidence aright, perceiving its value,
reasoning correctly. It is not the sum of a historian's equipment, but it is necessary to him. Firth was a fine
scholar and a good historian; so was Namuer; but there are fine scholars who are not good historians, because
they lack breadth or penetration (like Firth's pupils Godfrey Davies and E.S. de Beer), and there are historians

27 Institute of Historical Research, London University.
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who are not good scholars, but have other gifts, like Tawney and Hill, both of whom have insight and
intellectual power but not scholarship. Laslett and Stone are, in my opinion, neither good historians (for they
lack understanding and sympathy) nor scholars — they get their facts wrong, misquote their sources, use slypshod
methods. Elton is a scholar; Plumb, I think, not. Gibbon was a scholar and historian, Macaulay a historian
but not a scholar.

Who are the self-important historians of the I. H.R?

1 don't know on which side I am on in the alleged battle between Old and New Historians. I don't really
know what it is all about and can't get very interested. My complaint against the avant-garde sociological
anthropological historians is not their avms, which I approve, but their methods: their refusal to correct their
history by means of exact scholarship. They are like Margaret Murray (mutatis mutandis). They need the
scholarship of a Ewen (who was a scholar but not a historian).

1 would be delighted to see you on 30 or 31 Jan. I am theoretically on leave, but should be in Oxford, 1
think. Will you ring me on arrival if we haven't fixed a meeting before? At present I am a little uncertain
having just arrved from Scotland and not yet being sorted out.

Yours ever, Hugh Trevor-Roper

From Iris: Field Head, Friday (19th January 1968)

My dear Gill & Alan,

co.. Worcester College has been at Rydal for ten days with Alec Graham and Harry Pitt in charge, I asked
Daddy to ask them over but they didn't, probably they wouldn't have been very interested anyway....

c.. My 0won news mal apart from work, we heard from Mrs Morrison of Sidinish P.O. saying they were re-
r00fing their house at Carinish and we could have the P.O. for the summer which is a lovely idea but goodness
knows how long the roofing will take. We went to see Mr Porter about this place and a long notice has
appeared in the paper about a delightful compact house, as he has never clapped eyes on it I don't know how he
knows its compact...

1 have been getting on with Josselin, not as fast as I would like as I have been getting headaches again,
overheated rooms I think. I hope to_finish the furst section in about a_fortnight and will send it off for you to look
at and add footnotes and we could then try it out on my agent. I think an appendix discussion of inheritance
using K. L. and Stout would be a good idea, the latter ts very good on this as was made trustee of dozens of
wills and gives in detail the arrangements he made. Do I have to get the editors permission to quote from him?
As 1 told Anne I discovered (or rather you did) this marvellous Lupton Manor Court Book which showed
exactly how the land was managed from 1538 on, and last week tried to go further back and looked through the
Cartularies of Cockersand Abbey (6 vols. published by the Chetham Society) which was fascinating though only
gues hints. Miss M. s bringing back lots of stuff from Carlisle I hope which will fill in the gaps, I'm afraid 1
have got rather too absorbed in the land question, I never thought I would but it now fascinates me. Have
decided to concentrate on Lupton (as well as K.L.) and the Burrow family of whom I know the most ( one of
them even turned up as a pal of the Stouts in Lancaster) so have chosen them out of the enclosed list. Also the
Applegarths of K- L. and some marriage contracts, but do whatever you can. Really I would like to spend a
month looking through this source, perhaps will be able to some time. I think I can get the Rev. Henry
Newcome here, also published by the Chetham Society. The editors of Stout mention a vast unpublished diary at
Preston which might be worth looking at when I get back. Miss Macpherson says she'll send stuff up to me
when 1 leave, needless to say her dream had always been to have a croft in the Outer Hebrides!

To Lady Clay 20.1.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,
oo Leotll be up in Oxford on Tuesday and Wednesday Jan 30%-31° to give my talk at Keith’s seminar and
very much hope you will be free at some time to see me then. ... Will be interested to hear more about your

meeting with Penry Wailliams. 'm certain he can’t have rivalled your wide reading. You always make me feel
almost lliterate! (In the nicest possible way). Have just bought The Horse in the Furrow in paperback but not
read 1t yet. Am giwing a talk on ‘Demography and Anthropology’ in a few days — so must read up on two
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subjects about which I know lttle. I enclose a list of Keith Thomas’ talks in case you haven’t seen it — will
collect 1t from you. ..

From Gill to parents 21.1.68
Alan has at last heard about his grant for India — and he has got the scholarship — so that means we shall
probably be preparing to go in about November of this year. I don’t want to go, of course, being the stick in the
mud I am — and am preparing for it i the spirit that it will be good for me! However Alan ts quite confident 1
shall love it, and hus enthusiasm us infectious. At least I can tell him I don’t really want to go, and don’t have to
Jforge any pseudo enthusiasm! I think I shall be very useful in interviewing the people there — as of course this is
the main techmique of my job — plus the analysis of the material. The money s from the London-Cornell
Jfoundation, which means a joint English-American venture and practically speaking — a few months spent in
New York, giving seminars to Cornell unwversity. Well, it looks as if I shall see America at least — but rather
differently from what I had first anticipated!

We went to a party of anthropologists last night — one of Alan’s friends is setting off for his _field work in
Cyprus on Tuesday — so he was saying farewell before getting gobbled up by the Turks! — and I met quite a
Jfew girls going off quite alone to the mudst of steaming African jungles; really they leave me quite in awe — give
me Harlesden psychopaths any day!

Alan ts in the midst of turning his thesis into a book — and because of Annie he is apparently a month ahead
of his programme. He also has seminars to give at Oxford, so s busy preparing those — and was quite thrilled
about the scholarship, of course. He looks very well — and has escaped all flus etc. up til now.

From Iris: Field Head, Tuesday (23rd January 1968)
Dearest All,

News from a dogbound household... Means I haven't been able to get to Kendal this week and find what loot
Miss Macpherson brought back from Carlisle.
e Am an a real rut now, for a change! Josselin in the morning, a walk after lunch and parish registers after
tea, we have done twenty years of latter but the thought of having to check them all is a bit awful. Was it my
mustakes that upset all your graphs? I got the Xerox of my book _from American publishers today, the alterations
are many but trivial e.g. "Doggy! Pet!" instead of "Candy, Candy" - can you imagine a child calling Doggy!
Fancy someone going solemnly through it with such bright ideas too. I shall leave it tll I have finished section
one of Josselin which I hope to get away at the end of next week, I will do the footnotes if you like when you
return it, have added a_few of my own. I am getting quite attached to . but keeping objective, the first section
needs little dressing up as the facts are so interesting.... I am looking forward to hearing the result of the
interview with Fuhrer Haemendorff (?) If he thinks you really should learn Assamese I will send my notes, but
you will have to have lessons as well, I wonder where? ...

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6 24.1.1968
Dear M. and D.,

Many thanks for your two letters.... Yes, we're both excited about Shillong, though we're also apprehensive. 1
went to see about the details of the grant yesterday and they asked me questions like "How much will it cost for
local travel? (we finally decided that 1'd probably spend about £60 - on hiring a horse!) The grant seems quite
generous - they'll gwe us between 15-18 months there: pay our air fares both ways, lend us a camera and tape-
recorder and give us money for 'subsistence’. Two things they asked me to find out and I wondered if you had
any ideas on these
a) how much (since devaluation) roughly the air-fare from Calcutta to (Gauhati/Shillong or wherever would be
best for Shillong) would cost.

b) what it would cost to "subsist" in the Khast hlls. They will pay fully for me, but only partly for Gill who
may have to get a part-time job. They reckoned £1,000 p.a. but thought this might be a bit low. Have you
any idea?

Then when 1t 1s all over Cornell university will probably pay for me to return via New York where they will
entertain me_for a couple of weeks and hear me talk about India (unfortunately they only pay for a direct trip
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home for Gill). I haven't started reading up on the area or working out detailed research problems. Will have to
wait till I've seen F-Haimendorf and you before I do this. It should be a marvellous experience.

1o move to the other extreme: ... As I keep saying, for heaven's sake don't let yourself be landed with dogs at
the crofl. Any biters for the house? I'm sure you'll have no difficulty letting it. We will be leaving about
November I think and then be away for c¢. 18 months — which takes it through to about fune 1970. If the
house was empty then we would love to look after it - but quite realize that you may have to make a longer
lease. I think it would be fatal to leave it empty for any period of time.... But I'm sure Daddy will have said
this. Glad to hear the P.O. at Sidinish will be free: just what you wanted.

... Went to Reith's seminar at Oxford yesterday - he gave a talk on the surowal of magic in C16 & C17
religion. Very interesting. 1'll get a fuller version next week when he's letting me borrow the typescript of his book
(before I gwve the talk on Josselin). Talking of Josselin, yes I think your idea of using the K- L. and Stout
evidence for a discussion of inheritance would be excellent. I've already got Anne to do a preliminary analysis of
30 Boreham wills to see to whom they bequeathed property: hardly ever was it to people beyond the fringes of
the nuclear family. It should be possible to make a diagrammatic comparison with K.L. (Annie better do the
analysis of K. L. wills - so that the principles of analysis are similar). Are there any other subjects which are
spectally well dealt with in Stout? When you feel like writing the bit on inheritance 1'd very much like to see it.
Although I don't suppose, strictly, one needs to get the editor's permussion, it might be as well to let them know
what you are doing (they may have students doing the same thing, e.g!) I enclose a letter from J.D. Marshall
which will give you his address if you_feel like writing. I very much look forward to reading the revised part. Do
hope 1t 1s not too much of a bore. So sorry to hear that you're getting head-aches & hope it really ts too-hot
rooms. If it's work - for heaven’s sake cut down. Wonder if the slides still churn on? If they do, don't cut them
up_and index them yet. They should be checked against the original in the church (the transcriber may have
made mistakes/omissions etc. ). Annie is just sorting out the Boreham corrections - it takes three times as long if
they are cut up. I hope you can wait a couple of weeks before I start to work on the Chancery depositions. At the
moment I'm writing a devastating essay on the population explosion, and its relevance to anthropologists for
Furth's semunar! If you've finished with the Mediterranean Countrymen book (which has an essay on this
subject) perhaps you could send 1t off? Enclosed another reference for your bibliography...

From Iris: Field Head (undated)
My dear Alan,

We're all delighted with the news - not that we ever expect any of our famuly to_fail in anything they
undertake, but still it was quite something convincing those hard-headed Yanks to let you go where you wanted.
1t'll be a marvellous experience, the Khast hills must be one of the most beautiful and exiting places in the
world. Let me know if you'd like me to write to anyone.... Am writing properly in a few days but this is to bring
our love & congratulations to you personally...

From Iris: Field Head, Sunday (28th January 1968)
1 have taken 2 carbons of Josselin.
My dear Alan,

1 got to the end of Josselin earlier than I thought so I'm sending him off for you to look at. I'm afraid the
typing is far from perfect, but good enough for a publisher I think, my agent s always polite about my efforts
which are usually worse than this! However if you would like to have some of the pages re-typed please say so,
it will take very little time now. As you see the first lot of footnotes are wrong, but I've let them stand as you
may want to alter the introduction. I only left out one quotation, the one about the marriage annwersary which
didn't seem relevant at this stage i.e. the fact that he remembered his wedding day didn't seem to say anything
positwe about hus feelings for his ancestors - however I may be wrong. I will do the footnotes for you if you like,
and put in mine, but if you would rather do them let me know and I'll send my contributions along. I indulged
i a shght flight of fancy at the end which may not suit you, but otherwise the facts were all that was needed
and I don't think I have altered the meaning, I hope not.

The question of whether weaning has a bearing on conception is one you may not understand, it is the actual
suckling of the child which contracts the uterus, thus causing it to rid itself of anything in it - so the case of the
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Sfifteen month gap didn't seem to me to have much to do with weaning which occurred at ten days. I started to
check the dates but gave up, I think it would be better to leave this till your notes on the back have been typed
out and put in the right places, presumably they are not going to be printed? One thing I insist on and that is
that this s your work and my name not to enter in anywhere, if there is a snag about the advance you could put
it straight into our account until such time as you can take 1t, and we can gwe 1t back to you in the form of a
loan or something, after all in a sense you have already taken more than your grant by borrowing from us and
this would be the same! I am sure it will be snapped up, I would love to do the same with some other diaries in
long Hebridean evenings...

The air fare from Gauhati cost Rs. 3,369 which I think devalued is about £ 167 (Daddy thinks).
Wouldn't they let you have the money and you could go by boat, easier for luggage, more restful and you could
spend the surplus on seeing a bit of India, 1.e. Mughal Delhi on your way through. The only advantage about
learning Assamese 1s that you could do a "tour" of Famuly Planning lectures through Assam at some stage
which would be very valuable, also there is a lot of fascinating stuff untranslated, marriage songs, lullabues etc.
Perhaps you will find all Khasts do speak it too, I really don't know about this.

This is a working letter, a proper one about the progress of the snowdrops will follow.... Tomorrow I will go
to Kendal. Thank you for the enclosures, I have joined the Armatt library*® so hope to_find some of the books
there. I will stop cutting up registers, a pity, stapling away to the Telly is one of my favourite occupations. My
researches here have shown that Joan Thirsk was right, at least as far as this part of the world was concerned,
in thinking that the Open Field System was something that evolved and was not brought over and dumped by
the Saxons. Mouch love to all, Mummy

The first page of the talk I gave in Oxford to Keith Thomas’ seminar on 30% January..

28 At Ambleside
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(Talk given to seminar of K.V.Thomas,Oxford
30/1/68)

Diearies as ource for social history: the case of
Ralph Jo‘sselinil 5L ]-1583).

(M o om0 o [t

The search for answers to new questions usually leads to the
discovery of new sources. ~he recent shift of kkskmximzX interest
from central to local, from political and constitutionel to social
and ecomomic, history has already revealed huge expanses of rich
meterial long since forgotten. I would like to attempt, in this
gaper, to indicate another lost land awaiting reclemation — that of

iaries and autobiographies, This re is particularly relevant
in our current a.t,t,em%t to p behi?id the formal superstructure
of Tudor and Stuart England,” The level &8 what ought, according to

) aws and moralists, happen, may be very different from what
actually did heppen. Both need to be known and compared before a
rounded picture will ememrge.

It may seem mot only arrogant but mistaken to claim that kkix
ix diaries are a 'lost land'., Have not social and historians,
at 1east in the k¥mskyears since the last war, made considerable
use of such sources? Surprisingly the answer appears to be no.
Rraksikx The best use of diparigs appears to have been made by
Mildred Campbell in her book on “ngzlish Yeomen, published some
25 years ago.(1l) She usedm‘eg‘g}fteen diaries to good effect. But
1ittle has been extracted, since. A few illustrious writers will have
to serve as instances of such neglect, Tawney made very scant
use of diaries in his Religion and the Rise of Cgpitalism, only
referringk to one diary epart from the lives of the Duke of
Newcastle,Clarendon and Colonel Hutchinson(2), ewd His suscessors in
the sesme field have used this source less than they might. Taking
six diaries ab random from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
those of ®Ewg John Manninghan,Adam Eyre,Xexxx Ralph Josselin,
Roger Lowe, Henry Newcome and Oliver Heywood , we find only one
reference to Josselin and two to Newcome in “hristopher Hill's
three books: Economic Problems Puritanism and Revolution, Society
and Puritanism, None of these six diaries are referred to
by either Haller or Michael Walzer - ugh both might plead that
those selected came too late to be ofguse.(4) It may seem supprising
that historians of religion should have ignored sources which allow
them inside the spirit of those they study. Perhaps even more
surprising is the neglect by kmeak social historians. Wallace
Notesbein made & little use of the diaries of Adam Eyre and
Josselin in his English People on the Eve of Colonization(5), but
others have mot followed his example. Diaries are conspicuous by
their absence in the work of Professor Hoskins, Bven when he
is forced into discussing them in his Local History in ®ngland he
orly stresses their importance £ér the nineteenth century, “His
1ack of interest is revealed by the fact that he does mot even bother
to include W.Matthews,Annotated bibliography of British diaries
the standard, if incomplete, bibliography, in his suggested

reading' . The other standard refergnce hibliogngphies which the
historian might use, Conyers Rea&i'g(anﬁ"ﬁ"ﬁlﬁcﬁe ﬁigfﬁnmison's
Enslish Local History Hand List, are equeally reticent about this
source. (/) '-.ae might expect the new social historians of the

158




1968 — February

To Keith Thomas 1.2.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Keth,

1t was extremely nice seeing you and Valerie on Tuesday and I am grateful to you for at least three things.
Furstly, for letting me talk to such an illustrious audience — I found several of the questions and comments most
helpful. Secondly for a delicious dinner and most enjoyable conversation: the latter was especially appreciated as
there 1s little interest in ‘our’ sort of subject at L.S.E. But above all, very many thanks for letting me glance
through some of your chapters. Naturally I only read about half of them and didn’t have time to investigate
what looked like even more _fascinating footnotes, but I still recewed a strong enough impression to know that you
have written a masterpiece. As I told Valerie, I'm sure it’s of the same stature as the work of Tawney and
Namuer (at least!). Definitely the most exciting history Tve ever read. You may say I'm prejudiced — I am. But
all I can say s that I thought the whole book absolutely marvellous. What will the title be— so that I can refer
to 1t in my book? If there is anything I can do at all to speed it on its way — e.g. check London references — 1
would be_more than delighted to do this.

Thank you again_for a most invigorating visit. Please thank Valerie for numerous cups of coffee.

To Iris in Hebrides 2/2/68

Fosselin. Part 1 & Introduction.

Very many thanks. It reads much better & I am very happy with all your modifications. There are just one or
two minor changes which I've indicated on the text in pencil: this ts so you can accept or reject them as you see
Sit. If you do make changes perhaps you could also correct the carbons. Only one page - p.21 - might need re-
typing. I'm afraid, as you will see, I made the weaning/deaths reference too ambiguous. Otherwise I don't think
any of it will need re-typing.

1 think at a later stage the introduction will have to be altered a little. Some discussion is needed of why people
wrote diaries (any ideas?) - beyond the Riesman reference - and also some comparison of Josselin's Diary to
that of some of his contemporaries. What really needs discussion is how many other Diaries are susceptible to
the same treatment. As there is no chance that Josselin will be published for about a year at the least, we will
have plenty of time to start working on the best ones before people are given the message! A reference I will later
add to the introduction is to a book by W. Notestein, English Folk, which has portraits of, among others,
Olwer Heywood. Talking of additions, I will also expand the note on muscarriages on p.16. (sorry I kept
putting 'stillbirths' instead of miscarriages).

Two questions. I wondered what Part 5 The Diary would be? I doubt whether it will be possible to republish
the whole, unedited Diary, and there seems litle point in doing the Hockliffe version over again. Secondly, 1
wondered why you had omitted the piece on p.13 (of furst drafi) on the portions of the last two daughters? Is it
because this point needs to be saved for fuller discussion in the appendix on inheritance? I think it would be as
well in that case to leave out the comments on the significance for the study of wills - until the appendix. But
include the actual amounts paid in marriage portions as the previous passage is not really complete without it.
You could wnclude a footnote with 'see Appendix.. ' for a further discussion of this problem'.

1 haven't checked the tables - this can be done when the footnotes have been completed and when everything is
being checked, e.g. the references to the Diary and my transcripts from the original Diary.

About footnotes. This 1s a little difficult. We really, need footnotes before the text is sent to the publishers, but I
haven't really time to do them for a couple of months. Nor can you really do them at your end because you
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haven't got the full references to books and articles mentioned. If you had the time/energy you could perhaps type
the footnotes for each page and then pin them on (on separate pieces of paper) following my conventions &
adding you own notes. This would be alright for the publisher, I think, and then we could expand the
contractions at a later stage. But don't bother if this is too much of a sweat.

Are you going to wait for a bit before you carry on with parts 2 & 32 If it isn't too much of a bother I think it
would be best to carry on (that is, when you have finished your correcting of the American edition of your book).
If your agent can't interest anyone, I think I should be able to flog it to someone down here. As you know,
officially I should offer Routledge's my next three books. This is one of the reasons why it is essential that your
name should appear somewhere in the title (A.M. wn collaboration with LM. perhaps?). Other reasons are a)
the money one - easter to put money into your account b) I can reasonably expect you to do all this work on it if
you are there - e.g. possibly an index. I really do insist on this - unless you feel that it will be such a flop that
you don't want your name attached! If necessary we can have a prefatory note explaining the division of labour
in the matter.

Addenda.

Attached are a_few notes_from the Cranham parish register. I visited Cranham last week. These are the
burials and Baptisms of uncle Ralph Josselin's children and wife. I don't think this should affect part 2 much
- except genealogical tree (I don't know if cousins Elizabeth and Anne are mentioned by R.J. or not).

1've finished looking through Josselin references at Somerset House and there doesn't appear to be anything
more useful.

Many thanks for two letters and the draft of Josselin. Josselin ts enclosed with a_few comments. I very much
appreciate your help with this, a I say there. To get rid of the other enclosures, Annie sends some stamps for
Daddy. There are also some carboned lectures on population - by Professor Glass. I thought you might be
interested in these. Hang onto them as long as you like as I have another copy. To get rid of work straight
away: how goes K.L.? I gather that you (or rather Miss M.) have discovered another court book for K. L. I look

Jorward to hearing about this: how much does it help? I was also interested to hear (as will foan Thirsk be)
that the Open Field System was something that evolved and was not "brought over and dumped by the Saxons'.
I'm longing to start studying the correlation between population/marriage/land-tenure/ epidemics/kinship etc.

Thank you for advice about the Khasis. I will start asking numerous questions soon, no doubt. I am just
about to start reading about them. F-H (my abbreviation for Fuhrer-Haimendorf from now on) has lent me a
new book by Hamlet Bareh on "The History of the Khast People', which is based on a research degree at
Gauhati Unwersity. There are some useful passages wn it, and others - the gems from local literature and quoted
or descriptions of 'Khast Ladies" are gwen - which are hilarious. Fortunately, there are plenty of gaps for me to

Sill an.

The main event of the week as far as I was concerned was a visit to Oxford to read the paper on R.J. 1
think 1s went down quite well - their main interest was in seroants/weaning and Josselin's motwes for writing
the diary. Reith, anyhow was enthusiastic. I saw all my Worcester and other friends - e.g. Lady C. and Ralph
Robinson. Incidentally I talked to Harry Pitt and Alec....a point that came up in the conversation was a visit
that all the Worcester party made to the home of Roger Fulford. Apparently he lives in a magnificent house
(with magnificent furniture), Barbon Hall. You ought to contact him next time you go over as he ts very friendly
and would be happy to see you I'm sure. The highlight of the visit to Oxford, however, was being able to spend
an evening with Keith and being allowed to read the typescript of his book. 1t is absolutely marvellous: on the
same level as Religion and the Rise of Capitalism I am sure. The footnotes are quite fantastic. Makes our little
¢fforts seem rather humble!

London on 3rd February 1968
Dear Professor Trevor-Roper,

Many thanks for your chastening letter of 16th January. I think I really agree with you about scholarship —
except that I don't think the division between historian and scholar is as absolute as you make it. To be able to
"handle the evidence aright' or "know and understand the sources and problems' is not something that can be
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mechanically learnt. It requires imaginate sympathy. But I don't want to embark on that discussion at the
moment. The point of this letter is to apologise for not contacting you on 30th or 31st. In the event my visit to
Oxford was shorter and more rushed than I had expected and I felt it would be rude to suggest specific limited
times. I did in_fact ring on Wednesday morning, but you had already left home. Next time I visit Oxford
perhaps we can _fix something definite in advance — then I can plan my other engagements round it. I was very
sorry not to see you as I always enjoy our meetings very much.

1 do hope your numerous projects go well and that your room is not too thick in piles of papers.
Yours ever,

From Keith Thomas 7.2.68
Dear Alan,

1t was very nice of you to write and very good of you to raise my morale. Your paper was a great success,
you’ll be glad to hear; I have had a number of very favourable comments, and that doesn’t often happen. I hope
you’ll be coming this way again soon. You know you are always welcome.

From Iris: Field Head, Wednesday (14th February 1968)
Dearest All,

1 can't remember what I have to thank who for, but please take it as read that I enjoyed your letters...I
wonder if Eric has turned up, please thank him again about the luggage, 1t seems to have ground to a halt again
on 1ts way from the shed to the quay side, and we can get no answer about what has happened, periodically 1
snatch up my pen to dash off a furious letter to Sir Owain fenkins and the Hon. Peter Remnant and all the
other titled directors 1 know, but I know it wouldn't do any good. Eric's efforts are the only ones that anyone
has made over the past two and a half years.

Talking about titles, we are having the Lord Chuef Justice of Kenya here for the summer, no less, from May
18th for three months and possibly longer. I wasn't really thinking along these lines and am wondering how he
will react to the spikes in the mattress and all the other oddities round the place, still they have promised to look
after the garden... This means you could come up in mid-August for a week or so if you could spare the time,
mught then try to get another let. We can now see our way clearer, but it really depends on when Sidinish P.O.
is ready for us....we are going to start on the spring clean I think, my enthusiasm for this comes and goes, mostly
goes, but Daddy 1s giving up Rydal at the end of the month so will probably do most of it. His successor is
being pard 6./~ an hour, rotten swiz I call it! We shall be starting to pack things away, so may we secrete the
love letters etc. in some sacred spot in the shed? Am going to leave our stuff here and come back for it in the
autumn. I have stopped clipping the registers as it will be much easter to cope with them flat so to speak, I
Jfound thousands of name cards in the shed, have these been earmarked for anything?

Work from now on. I got Josselin off a couple of days ago and asked my agent to get in touch with you. 1
did most of the alterations you suggested and re-typed some of it, I can't think why I left out the inheritance but,
1 think I meant to go back to it and forgot. Typical slapdash approach. I am really not good at this type of
work at all. Anyway I put this back and sent a covering letter saying that the footnotes were incomplete and that
we intended to expand the introduction along the lines you suggested. Of course I would be very honoured to have
my name included as an author, but it seems unfair when you have done all the work, my own contribution
some rotten typing and arranging in paragraphs. Anyway this can be thrashed out later. It never occurred to me
that you didn't intend to include at least some of the diary, surely a bit vrritating to be constantly referred to
something you can't see? I thought you would be printing the new stuff you had found, setting it in some of the
diary already printed. If you don't do this, then the introduction will have to be considerably expanded don't you
think, much more about Josselin's background and life. Probably Reith will be able to advise you best about
this, I'm sorry hus book is going to take some of the wind out of the sails of yours, but perhaps you are being too
modest. I'm sure you'll find a publisher for Josselin, I will take more time over the second two sections, rather
rushed through this one as I wanted to get it off. ..

As 1 told Anne I've found some marvellous books in the Armutt Library, one called "Annals of a Quiet
Valley" which s a mine of information about old customs and very funny too. His grandfather was vicar of the
church (probably Eskdale, he is coy about it) in 1719 and used to spend 8 hours a day behind the communion
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rails teaching the children and spinning - he left £2000! He seems to have been a real character, he refused the
Bushop's orders to pray for rain during a drought, when the Bishop asked why he said he'd seen which way the
wind was blowing over Hardknott and there couldn't possibly be rain, so why fly in the face of providence? I
also read a book about Troutbeck based on the Brown manuscripts, which are in Kendal (uncatalogued needless
to say) also_full of fascinating stuff about funerals and superstitions, wish I could find something like that for
our area.

Actually while I was there the other day a handsome and distinguished gent came in with lots of maps and
boxes, turned out to be a Wilson_from Rigmaden, one of the books was the Manor Court Book which I hope to
be able to go through before I leave. The Kirby Lonsdale one s keeping me busy at the moment, absolutely

Jfascinating but a lot of the land transactions embedded in illegible Latin, however I'm getting the hang of it. It
has lists of freeholders, Copyholders and The Poor at intervals and is very good on the general running of the
village, they even regulated as to where in the beck they could wash their clothes and dishes, and a curious state
of affairs emerges whereby they own "closes" in the common field, Lupton still has two common fields at this
time but Kirby seems to have enclosed the area though it s still full of these scattered closes, hope to_find soon
how exactly they were cultivated. In Lupton the common fields were divided by a ditch, half for hay and half for
corn 1t seems, presumably switched over, but I have yet to find a map of who owned them. Muss M. brought
some maps back from Carlisle but nothing very old.

The population statistics were very interesting, I would think factors like the introduction of potatoes and the
switch_from ale drinking to tea would have a big effect on health, the Quiet Valley man says that a lot of people
succumbed to "ague" in the spring after a winter spent eating salt meat and onions, probably this covers a lot of
diseases, particularly bronchial ones and rheumatic fever which William Stout had. I know wn India the
catholics who didn't drink suffered very much_from thewr health, the women especially from anaemia in
childbirth. We find that the K. L. schoolmaster had left out sixty years so our population graph is incomplete but
we may be able to fill in most of 1t before we leave, we are plugging on with the registers and going backwards
now to try to meet where I left off. I am longing to start analysing, but still have more that I can cope with in
the way of scribbling down..... Will send down the wills and return the population notes. I have my Assamese
dictionary if you decide to learn 1t...

....Have just been reading Llewellyn Powys "Life" & "Letters" which are very moving - am about to embark
on the 3rd classic on the subject "The Open Fields" by the Orwins - they aren't historians but land agents....

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6 15.2.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Many thanks for you long and very long interesting letter. Sorry to have sent anxious post cards, but we
mussed your weekly record. A spring-like day today and I've just noticed my first crocuses as I look out of the
window. I don't seem to have written_for some time, so this will be rather a bitty and concentrated letter....
Perhaps I should answer some of your questions first, then gie you our news, then finish with work.

Yes, of course stow away my love-letters, diaries, essays etc. in the shed. There are also a box of photographs:
perhaps you could keep a special eye on these if the shed is going to be damp. Also, please don't throw away the
tennis box which you'll find there - it contains various precious documents including passport. The name-cards
which you_found in the shed are to be used up - please use them and any other cards there....

About your visit south... I am going to the anthropological conference in Cambridge on Wednesday 3rd
April, so any week before that would be fine. A final answer to a question: we'd be delighted to go up to the
Lakes for a few days in August, or whenever the Lorde High Executioner leaves, to clear up and prepare the
place for another let. If you want me to go up at any other time to do anything, do let us know. So glad you've
managed to get someone and that the N. Uist end is clearing up...

Talking of money, do let me know when you need the £50. I am hoping to get the witcheraft book to the
publisher within the next couple of weeks and, if that is alright with you, could pay you back when my grant
comes in early April.

..A hagh spot of last week was the opportunity to see F-Haimendorf's films/slides of Nepal. Waish you could
see them. Very lovely - hope I can do the same with the Khasis. I went to see Mrs. Hayley's father yesterday
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and he gave me some tips about learning Khasi. He agreed that Jowai would be a good place to go - or
Cherrapungt! We'd have to take good rain-coats. 1'm intrigued by the Thlen (cannibal serpent) beliefs and the
diwination by egg-shells. Nearest thing to witchcraft it seems. Will outline my plans for research on another
occaston, however. A postcard from Erik who says he hopes to arrive about 20th. Talking of field-work,
however. You never heard any more about the fish-farming book did you?... It might be a good thing to
mwestigate. Also, before I forget, could you send me the exact details (or you can giwe them to me when you come
down) about the connection between K.L. and Cambridge. Then I can arrange to call in on the college archives
during my stay there. We are all being bedded and boarded chez Leach at King's - with a reception to start
with ete. Quite an occasion I should imagine.

About work. Many thanks for all the fascinating references. Yes, I agree, it may be necessary to include
more background about Josselin: also it might be worth gwing a_few pages of the Diary as a sample, but I think
an actual edition, even abstracts, would take up too much space and be worthless unless it was complete. Thank
you_for dealing with it, anyhow, and I look forward to seeing the next passages, though I hope you don't find the
kinship bit too tedious. As I explained, I think it is important, even if a bit detailed. I enclose a very short note
from Reith (could you please return 1t?) which I thought was encouraging. As you know, all I did was to give a
garbled set of extracts from the R. 7. first drafl. I also enclose my talk on demography and anthropology (with
hand-outs). Most of it will be familiar to you - but the last part complements Glass' lectures to a certain extent
and does raise problems which I hope we may be able to analyse further from K.L. I wondered if you'd a) read
the Redfield book - and what it was like (any problems we might investigate at the village level?) and b)
whether you had had a chance to see the famous Farming Account Books of Best for Yorkshire in 1641 (out of
which I think 1 sent you the bit about country weddings. 1t is edited for the Surtees Society for 1857 (vol.
xxxut). Is it in Rendal R.O.. or the Armatt Library? It might give you invaluable material on_farming methods.
Must get 1t xeroxed at some point.

1 must read "Annals of a Quiet Vale', it sounds glorous. I loved your quote about praying for rain - so
would Reith: I must send 1t to him when 1 see the original. Perhaps you could just jot down the passage and a

Sfull reference to the book & I could send it on - or, I can do it. More and more sources seem to be flowing n.
Sorry I'm not able to start on the Chancery records for a bit - will get going next month. You don't say what the
dates of the K-L. Court Book are? Do the lists of Poor, Freeholders etc. overlap with the surveys/P.R. etc.? If
so, they will be marvellous. 1t all really sounds most exciting: I very much liked the picture of them all having
small portions of the beck to wash clothes/dishes in. Think of the social tensions during a drought - and what
about cholera etc. What about latrines - any information?...

To Keith Thomas 16.2.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6

Dear Keth,

Thank you very much_for your kind note. Sorry to bother you further, but I wonder if you’d mind just having
a quick look at this one page before I send it to the publisher? Obuviously there is nothing to be gained from
antagonizing T-R and prejudicing him against anthropological history but one also has to take into account
that a lot of people will read his work— especially as it 1s now coming out as a Penguin — and accept it as
accurate unless someone objects. Obviously 1t would better to be more specific in the criticism, but I don’t think
he deserves the space. If you could possibly let me borrow your review of his book of essays, I could then see
what he meant when he wrote that you hadn’t carefully read his opening pages etc.

1 don’t know whether you have a title for your book or, if you have, whether you want advanced publicity if
1 publish furst: I will be bound to say, of course that most of my limited findings will have to be placed in your
more complete framework.

From Gill to parents on 18.2.68 from Milverton Road

Alan s working hard on his book which he is submatting finally to the publisher this coming Friday — so it will
be at last be out of the way. The next big occasion 1s a three day conference at Cambridge, in honour of the most
eminent anthropologist living — Evans-Pritchard. One of his main works was on witcheraft in a primative tribe
— and he was one of the examiners on A’s D.Phil. It is a great honour to be asked to contribute to the
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conference, and A s by far the youngest talker — it 1s being held at King’s College, and Leach, of the Reith
lectures, will be the host — so 1t will also be three days high living, as I gather he is an extravagant host — or
rather King’s College 1s. I think he is quate thrilled about the invitation. He 1s very well at the moment — after a
shocking cold last week — which actually prevented him_from working — so you can imagine what a mammoth
cold 1t was!

From Keith Thomas 19 February 1968
Dear Alan,

1 think what you say about H.T-R s very fair. He doesn’t just imply we know all about the facts; he
actually says so on pp.100-1 of the book (“this whole episode, whose basic facts thanks to the work of our
predecessors, are not in dispute”), and I think, though haven’t checked that in Encounter he was even more
sweeping. My own comments in the Guardian were rather feeble as I had to write about the whole book, not
Just witcheraft in 400 words or so. He probably thought me unfair because he says on p.91 that the village
beliefs were as old as the hulls and therefore not his concern; he was interested only in the systematic demonology
of the persecutors. What I would have said if I had had room, was that the separation between social context
and wdeology can’t be so easily made, since the actual prosecutions, in England anyway, were because of village
maleficia not because of continental demonology. Where does he say I was unfair though? I must have mussed it.
Here’s the review for what it’s worth; let me have it back. It sounds as if it may be needed in a libel action.

1 haven’t a title for my book yet. Primitive Beliefs in early modern/16% and 17" century/ pre-industrial/
Tudor and Stuart/ England or some such I suppose it will have to be. Suggestions are welcome. So is advance
publicity. Do you have a likely publication date (and indeed title) for yours? If; as now seems likely yours will
be out first I shall have to alter the tense in my various references to you. For that matter, parts of my present
text might be rather superfluous. Do let me know.

From Iris: Field Head, Outgate, Wednesday (21st February 1968)
Dearest All,

A line to show I'm not having another black-out.... Very nice letter of Reith's, & comforting that he needs
his morale boosting! Good post this morning, our luggage is arriving on March 14th - well done Eric! I will
choose out some choice Assamese fishing basket to give him as a thank offering. Also a letter approving our plan

Jor the croft & the maximum grant of £ 850, so everything seems to be suddenly clicking. While I was cleaning
the cat's mess off the drawing room carpet a_friend of Lady Ainley arrived (wife of Lord Chief Whatnot) and
she turned out to be the botanist lady, friend of your friend David - tiny world - She says she can't imagine Sir
John?? carting coal but I can't imagine who he'll find to do it for him.... The botanist was very nice, a pity 1
didn't go & see her as before as you suggested....

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6 24.2.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Thank you_for your letter. Delighted to hear about the luggage - though, of course, we will have to go on
keeping our finger's crossed until we see the ant-eaten remains themselves. If there is anything to do in London -
at the customs or whatever - do let me know and I'll do what I can. No sign of Erik. Perhaps he's stowed away
inside one of the chests? Also, good news about the approval of croft plans. Do you need any of them duplicated
Daddy? When will the sale be finally ratified? It is all most exciting....

Tonight I go to an anthropology party... There was a party on Tuesday too - of anthropologists - after the
Malinowski memorial lecture, but I didn't go in the end and was cheered to find 1t was pretty unpleasant. All
the big shots (Leach, F-Haimendorf etc.) were there. The actual lecture, which sounded as if it might be
interesting 'On the Magic Power of Words', by a Cambridge anthropologist, in_fact Sinhalese, was
disappointing.”? Anthropology really is in a bit of a rut at the moment - at least British-type anthropology. It is
up to us to wake it up!

29 Sir John Ainley was Kenya's Chief Justice at independence and served in that role until 1968.
30 This was by Stanley J. Tambiah, later to be a colleague at Cambridge.
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Most of my thought and energy, of course, has been devoted to finishing the book. I think one more day will
see 1t through and I am going to see the publishers on Wednesday. I am not entirely happy with the revised
version of the final three chapters (on anthropological approaches to Witcheraft), but will see what they think.
Annie has been a marvellous help - and proved very good at checking for mistakes. No news of R. Josselin yet.
Wonder how the latter parts are going with you - and how K. L. goes? Dying to see how you are getting on. Am
wondering whether to tack on my M.Phil. to the R.J. study - which would make a reasonable length book. But
perhaps it would not be a good 1dea. If we could have some information on sex and marriage from the K. L.
register, that would help....

24.2.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Keth,

Many thanks for your letter, and for sending the review which I enjoyed and return. T-R. hasn’t said that
you musunderstood him — yet. He just mentioned in a letter to me that he is writing a preface to the third repeat
of hus witcheraft essay which s coming out as a_Penguin. His words were ‘I have added a brief, brisk forward
sharply re-defining the territory between us in view of the incapacity of your supervisor to read what is clearly
stated on the first page of the text.” Obviously it is in T-Rs interest to make the gap as wide as possible —
otherwise he would really have to get down to the detailed research on actual ‘epidemics’ which would quickly
destroy his black-and-white view.

1 suppose that Watcheraft Astrology and Magic in Pre-Industrial England or some such combination would
be no good for your title? I suppose your material is too wide for this. I still can’t make up my mind about a
title. Its scheduled as “Witcheraft in Tudor and Stuart England’ — but this will have to be qualified since a) its
mostly about Essex and b) there are three final chapters (probably) comparing Essex to Africa (a digest of those
chapters on ‘anthropological approaches’ which I compiled about three years ago.) Otherwise the book ts almost
exactly the same in contents as the thesis — with the order changed a little. So it is safe to assume that if a prece
is in the thesis it will be in the book etc. I hope to have it published at about Christmas, though have not fixed
this up with Routledge.

How does your work progress? Pretty hampered by your enormous teaching burden I imagine. I enclose most
of my references to you_from the text and preface (except for a_few refs. To specific obligations for bits of
information as in the thesis). The preface is still pretty fluid, so please say if you object to anything. Likewise in
the text. If you would prefer me to refer to the title of your book, perhaps you could send that later in the year? 1
do hope that you_feel I have done you justice. I'm afraid it is going to be difficult untangling our two works.

1 wonder how the Tuesday seminars have gone? I wish it wasn’t so expensive/time-consuming going to
Oxford. I hope to be up towards the end of March if you are free at all. I hope you’ve decided to go to the
A.S.A. conference; I very much look forward to your contribution to it

To Lady Clay  24.2.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6
Dear Rosalind,

1t doesn’t look as if I will be coming to Oxford for another two or three weeks so I thought I'd just write a
shortish letter to reply to your nice long one. No news really, but, like you, I believe a long gap looks unfriendly.
As I say, I hope to be up in Oxford in the second half of March — I will let you know more certainly nearer the
time. Evans-Prichard has kindly agreed to read through the typescript of my book (which is going to the
publisher very shortly) and Il come up to discuss it with him then.

1 tmagine your garden will be beginning to look lovely; there are even crocuses coming up next-door to our
Slat and I can see them_from where I sit and type. I long to see Balliol lawn etc. I wish Oxford was not so far
off; 1 would very much like to attend some of the other Reith Thomas seminars. Have you heard any reports of
them_from lan — for instance, have you heard how Ralph Holbrooke’s went?

Speaking of talks, Ive been asked to give a talk to a group of historical demographers at L.S.E. in a week or
50 (the talk on sex I gave at Balliol). I think I must have told you about the conference I am going to at the
beginning of April at Cambridge — an anthropological one on witcheraft. We are the guests of Edmund Leach
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at King’s College where all our expenses are payed etc. Keith Thomas and Norman Cohn are among the other
speakers — so if they come 1t should be great fun.

1 enclose the letter from Trevor-Roper which I mentioned when I saw you — about what ‘scholarship’
consists of. Perhaps you could return it when I see you. Characteristically forthright. Of course one half agrees —
though his diwvision between scholars and historians s too rigid for me. As far as I am concerned one can be a
historian without being a scholar, but not vice versa. As this is a private letter perhaps you could not mention it
to too many people? I also have had a_few nice notes from Christopher Hill — references to witcheraft etc. 1
wonder how you are getting on with potting Collinson — if you see the chain of thought ...

Ralph FJosselin is being re-typed by my mother at the moment, but I hope that he will soon be ready for you
to comment on — if you can_face that. As I said above, my main energies are being devoted to a_final spurt of
witcheraft at the moment I don’t seem to have read any good (really good) books for a long time now. In odd
moments I am beginning to think about the Assamese tribe to whom I will be going.

From Keith Thomas 27.2.1968

Many thanks for your letter and the enclosed. You are too kind about my book; so much so that I think it
would be anti-climax if I ever published it after such a puff. I have put a ring around the bits which I fear
overstate the case. If you could tone it down a bit I would be very grateful. I wonder also whether it might not
be better to omut the sentences which have put brackets round; and I have also suggested a_few verbal alterations,
all of which are intended to confirm that we are writing in collaboration rather than competition.

Isn’t the obvious title for yours Witcheraft in Tudor and Stuart Essex: a historical and anthropological
study or some such?

Yes, Ul be at the ASA conference, I haven’t yet written my paper and have very lttle time in which to do so
as I have to go to Canada to give some lectures for ten days after term. But I'm doing something on the problems
of applying anthropological approaches to English evidence. It will be pretty old hat to you.

P.S. You’ll see my preface in due course, which will reiterate the line taken in yours.

1968 — March

From Iris: Field Head, Outgate, Sunday (3rd March 1968)
Dearest All,

The most blissful day here, and I do hope you have managed to get out into 1t, we went for a picnic up
Black Crag, walked up through the pine woods in sugary snow and lay on a sun-drenched hillside - at least 1
lay, Daddy paced! We have had a spell of cold but sunny weather, one of the best Februarys I remember which
we will no doubt pay for later. Eight crocuses are out, lots of catkins, and a million hikers already. I was lying
in the sun under the papers when we got back, when Lady Ainley's cousin arrved, and her daughter is
appearing any moment - she seems to be sending a lot of people to look us over, but they all seem nice and
unpretentious and 1t’s much better for them to get a clear idea of what the place is like....

My plans to date are as_follows - leave here on March 11th... and spend from Monday to Friday in
Preston. Take the bus down on Friday evening and go to Granny's for about three days....Afler that it is up to
you, it seems to me a very exhausting and expensive plan to driwe up for such a short time, but it depends how
much the car would cost I suppose. The thing is there will be so lttle time here, as far as moving your stuff this
we can easily do, have packed all papers away in the oak chest and we are going to screw this down, I can
bring down the clothes you left and can also bring my Kirby Lonsdale stuff - but if you_feel the change would do
you all good, even though most of the time would be spent in the car - then we could all come up together.... I'll
leave you to mull this all over... I hope Eric turned up and has found something worthwhile to do with himself,
he will have given you a good idea of the frustration of any Indian enterprise. I also hope the witchcraft book got
off safely and will be approved of, what a relief, you seem to have been much_fussier than me about the full
stops, I leave all that to the publisher's editor. I was very impressed with the talk on demography, and we will
certainly be able to apply a lot of 1t to K-L. - as you know a study that I had wanted to do was of a
community (i.e. Assamese) subjected suddenly to a process that normally takes hundreds of years by the
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snatching of their land so that they are forced to readjust to overcrowding without any preparation - the odd
thing us that they don't, they continue with all thewr old customs of early marriage, partible inheritance etc. even
those these are quite inadequate to deal with the new situation. Custom s much stronger than common sense but
I'm sure the pressures must fundamentally alter the character. I suppose really that custom is all people have to
support them in such a situation, 1t’s like those birds that build gigantic and useless nests which are never going
to be used because there is no other function left for them.

1 managed to get into the Armutt library for a short while yesterday and got out a lovely Glossary of North
Country words which 1s full of sidelights on old customs, e.g. Groaning Cake, provided at the "expectation of
the accouchement. I understand a slice of the first cut laid under the pillow enables young damsels to dream of
their lovers particularly if previously tossed in a certain nameless part of the midwifes apparel."!! He describes
the screaming of the women at the carrying in of the last reaping, which s just like Assam, and the obscene
songs at the other big festival the sheep clipping - also an Eastern and in_fact general custom.

The bit from Annals of a Quiet Valley was that when the Bishop asked why he had not prayed for rain
"my grandfather replied that the Hard Knott winds were not rain bringing ones, and that it was no use offering
up the prayer "for rain" as long as the winds blew from that quarter and that he had no belief in flying in the

face of Providence." The descriptions of Parish clerks are very funny, and one gets a glimpse of the humour that
one suspected lay behind the harshness - as when a neighbouring clergyman complained of the soiled appearance
of the gown he was given and was told by the clerk to take it off as it was "old Anna's penance sheet" - the
sheet was kept hanging behand the vestry door and Anna had been the last person to wear 1t! His grandfather
spun, laboured for farmers, knitted, made wills, wrote letters and sold ale to people who came to church, 4d if
drunk in the vestry, 3d on the road. He lied to be ninety three though it was because he was the delicate one of
the famaly that he was "bred a scholar"!

1 haven't yet come across any references to sanitation but I should think running water did play a big part.
William Stout mentioned the great increase in disease during "droughty" summers - water was of great
significance up here, sacred and medicinal wells everywhere though no rwver worship to date. The Lupton Court
Book starts in 1598, the K-L. in 1671 and overlaps both registers, survey and Hearth Tax and I think we
shall be able to do a lot of correlating. I have never come across any references elsewhere to "common closes" as
referred to in K. L. 1t seems a contradiction in terms but I hope will explain itself, probably the "close" was a
temporary affarr of hurdles which were taken down so that the land could be thrown open for grazing. It would
be very nice if you could pop in on Trinity Coll. when you're in Cambridge, I was going to write to them, will
be seeing you before then. I have started on the second section of Josselin.

Those poor, cold, unwanted Asians®’ - wish we could take a couple up to build the crofi.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6, 4.3.1968
Dear M. and D.,

Very many thanks for a lovely long letter, full of exciting snippets. Thank you, also, for sending on the Past
and Present. In case you didn't get my postcard (which I only sent yesterday, actually), our main news it that
we may be going to France with Erik for a_few days next week. I wonder, therefore, whether you could send my
passport (in the tennis box with my papers I think). I'm afraid our plans are still flurd, however, as I will
explain. Our visit to France depends on whether I can get a cheque from Routledge and Regan Paul for £100
in time. I took them the typescript on Thursday last week and he seemed very enthusiastic, saying it was worth
£'1,000 etc. etc. He also promused to send the cheque the next day, but perhaps he overlooked the scribbled note
he made for no cheque has yet arrved. Still, I am going to see them again on Wednesday and will find out the
best/worst then. Anyway, whatever we do it will not affect our plans for the following week-end. We will be
back on Sunday 17th at the latest and you will be coming the following week. I'm sure it will be alright for you
to stay here a couple of mights. We'll decide as soon as possible whether Gill and I can come up - but I think it
very probable that we will. So don't bother to bring down any of the K. L. stuff or any of my oddments. You
don't want to have to trail heavy cases around and we will definitely be up before you leave. Anyhow, will

31 Refers to an exodus of Indians and Pakistanis fleeing discrimination in Kenya in late February
1968.
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probably ring you up on Saturday or Sunday to confirm plans. You will gather from the above that Erik has
arrwved. He 1s job-hunting at the moment - he hopes to get a job in 1.C.1. or some such in England.

1 enclose a couple of chancery depositions, the first I have been able to do. I will start getting down to them
sertously now. My M.Phil. went in_for a final check today to my supervisor and I should be freer. I think the
passage about 'beast gates' etc. confirms your hypothesis that there were moveable hurdles put into the closes. If
there are any queries about these, please let me know. Sorry about the typing. We are also beginning to do some
Jamuly reconstitution for Boreham, or rather Annie it. We hope to learn the best way to do it for K-L. Also it
should make a good comparison. A very high rate of bridal pregnancy it seems in Boreham after, but not before,
1600; also the average length of marriage before death broke it appears to be under 10 years. Your problems
about the pressure on land, and the effects of sudden changes in land-ownership on villager's attitudes I hope to
be able to study among the Khasts, though the situation will, obviously, be very different from that in the Assam
Valley itself. I very much like your snippets from_folklore etc. The women screaming when the harvest was
brought in and the bit about the midwife and the wedding cake esp. fascinating. Hope the wills prove fruitful:
you should get a good chunk done. But don't hurry it and leave out buts: I will be able to spend some time in
Preston soon and between us we should get them finished before I leave and you go North...

From Iris: Field Head, Outgate, Friday (8th March 1968)
Dearest All,

Delighted to hear cheque arrived & presumably you will get to Erik's chateau - don't know if you're going
but have a lovely restful time with not too many filing cabinets in the boot? Please ring me at Granny's on
Sunday evening to let me know your plans - Couldn't dear kind Erik be persuaded to come up here - for Easter
say?! Anyway will leave that to you.

Was so glad about the publisher liking the Witcheraft book - could hardly help it - I certainly hope it will
make £1000. I was sorry to hear from Granpa though that there might be a snag about India, wonder
whether this is the Assam Govt. itself, & whether I could help through Dr Hughes for instance who has saved
the lwves of most of the minusters. But we can talk about all this when I see you. ...

Feeling frightfully fuzzy after a day at the K-L. Manor Court so_forgwe this scrawl much letter writing
about our luggage. So let’s hope 1t won't be too much of an anti-climax when 1t comes. Many complicated
imstructions_from Inverness too about siting of wash basins in the crofl, you'd think we were trying to convert
Buckingham Palace! Daddy plans to do lots of work here while I'm away if he can shake off Rydal lady who
was getting 6/~ an hour and_found hus job too difficult & left them very smartly.

Have a lovely time, have visions of you quaffing vintage wines in_fairy tale setting but perhaps it won't be
quite like that....

I gave a talk to the L.S.E. historical demography seminar on the 8. Here is the first page
of the talk.
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(B:E:,t:. historical demog. seminar, 8/3/68) (1)
Some problems in the study of ludor and Stuart sexual mores.
May 1 explein first my choice of subject and my viewpoint. Some
of you may know that I an ahg histarian turned social anthropologist.s
I therefore approach Tudor and Stuart England with sets of problems
% derived from sociological studies of contemporary pre-industrial
ﬁN societies. The sexual mores described by anthropologists vary from
? :;che extremes of the Muria of India or the Samoans, with their very
™7 1ax sexual ethics, to the harsh, one might say "Puritan' attitude
:3 of Dobuans or Turkish villagers. The study of English society can
%,E be placed on this contimum and compared to other studies. Though
"é the actual facts may be very different, the questions asked in

"L anthropological studies provide an indispensable framework for

ot O d

Gl 3

< analysis.

It will be only too obvious to you that the following account

is only a superficial introduction, a sketch of some of the many

whiel, war

K
subjects which need studyf I hope that you will suggest further

of @eil))

problems, sources, and statistics at the end of the paper: my aim

X o kbt

is merely to open up discussion., It will also be apparent that I

an not a trained 'historical demographer', but I komexkkek trust
that some of my questions will not appear too naive, As will %,
I have done some family reconstitution work and anslysis of

other parish records,and am at present efl%?rgfd in the study of
groups of Essex and Westmorland villages, # pecent disagreement
between Crhistopher Hill and Peter Laslett over whether there was

a high degree of sexual pemmissiveness in pre-industrial England

1
Ixchixakex may be taken as a cue for the following description.

(2‘(‘«;\ ~ . M«)-‘\y\.&‘; «&_’L;Lu.v».

To Lady Clay 18.3.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,

... life has been rather hectic, culminating, in the last week, with a flying visit to France — I will explain.
But furstly, many thanks for writing; as always it was very nice to hear from you, though I was sorry you
sounded depressed about death etc. There is no doubt in my mind that you will be as fit and mentally agile as
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ever when I return_from India — and of course I will write from there. What would my return visits be to
Oxford without a stroll round your garden and talk of hustory and historians?

Incidentally, your garden must be beginning to look very nice; the crocuses are out in the London parks and
daffodils just breaking forth. I hope to be up in Oxford on 28" March (a Thursday) to see Evans-Pritchard
about my book and wonder if you would be free at any time? I am having lunch with him, and discussing the
book then — would it be alright for me to drop in_for our ritual cup of tea sometime between 4 & 5 pm? 1
should be finished by then.

... As I said, the main event for us in the last few weeks has been a visit to a_friend’s chateau at Craon — a
village about 30 mules north of the Loire. We only went for about 4 days, but had a wonderful time in
luxurious surroundings. Incredibly feudal and some of the castles — e.g. at Angers — made one feel that one had
stepped back into the C'15 or earlier. Many of the scenes were straight out of Froissart etc. We slept in a
gorgeous (18 bedroom and wined and dined on traditional French cooking. We spent a day visiting chateau
and Romano-gallic remains along the banks of the Loire, eating our picnic lunch among the snowdrops on the
bank of the river Nevertheless it is quite nice to be back wn shabby old London!

Yes, there were some interesting articles in this Past and Present. It was nice to see the article dominated by
friends and contemporaries — I know both Wilf- Prest and Brian Harrison quite well. The E.P. Thompson
article interested me most — though I have heard the main argument before in a paper by Reith Thomas on
“Tume’. E.P.T’s article was curiously emotional and commutted at the end, wasn’t it? Unusual_for such a
Journal.

My own writing chugs on. The typescript is now with the publishers, and my M.Phil. going into the final
reach. I will soon be reaching for Josselin again. I have the latest Agricultural History Review and will try to
bring it down as it has a long review of Stone’s book, and an interesting article on harvests by Hoskins.

The visit to Craon
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From Alan to Tony Wrigley 23.3.68 from London

Dear Dr. Wirigley,

You may remember that I am working on incest prohibitions in seventeenth century Essex, and also on the
demography of Rirby Lonsdale in Westmorland. You suggested that I might call in at Silver Street if I was in
Cambridge. 1 will be up for an anthropological conference between April 3 and April 6" and wondered if 1
mught call in sometime then?... I would be particularly interested to see Mrs. Burrows work on the 1695 K.L.
listing and perhaps I might even be able to meet her?

Incidentally, I hope, at some point, to publish a biography of a seventeenth-century Essex clergyman, Ralph
Josselin, and in comparing the birth intervals of his wife to those you have established for Colyton, would like to
include some of your figures from Famuly Limitation, p.93 table 8. Would this be permussible?

From Iris: Field Head, Outgate, Sunday (24th March 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

1t was lovely to see you and thank you very much for giving me a lovely dinner and risking the wrath of the
Wolves in giving me a bed! We [with Anne] had a good trip back with no crises, very hot and soporific in the
bus but yesterday was a real Lake District beauty - non-stop rain and a_fair gale too. Daddy well & the house
gleaming white...

We're off to Kirby Lonsdale in the morming & I'll write again when we return, for some reason it is almost
mudnight and we are all dazed by the Telly...
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1 wonder if you could get (but don't scour London - only if it's easily available ) a 6" to the mile Ordnance
Survey map of our part of the island - the wretched Council are complaining about the plan we produced.

27.3.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Signe, 2

1 would, like you, like to do something that might concervably be of some use to someone— particularly I am
interested in demographic and medical factors and their effects on mentality and social structure. I’'m _fascinated
in the effects of age-structures, high mortality rates and endless sickness and physical pain on the way people
percewe each other and God. Unfortunately my supervisor, Furer-Haimendorf, wants me to do a_fairly
conventional study of religion etc. Perhaps I will have time to do both.

Like you, I also like the Manchester school: have you seen one of their latest products, A.L.Epstein (ed.),
The Craft of Social Anthropology (Social Science Paperback, 1967) which contains interesting articles by
Barnes, Mitchell, Turner, Epstein et. al. Would be useful for your E.Africa work I imagine.

DI'm also increasingly impressed by American (cultural) anthropologists: the series of works by Wole,
Goode, Moore, and now Sahlins (on Lribesmen) in that Prentice-Hall paperback series, with their
accompanying reading are most stimulating I find after the rather dull English contemporary scene.

1 have a chance of observing the ‘scene’ at close quarters next week since it is the 3-day ASA conference at
Cambridge, at which we all gwe papers, under the direction of Mary Douglas, on witcherafl. The ones 've
read so_far, in circulation, don’t appear vastly exciting. Another encounter I am looking forward to us lunch with
Evans-P[Pritchard] at Oxford tomorrow, who has been reading through my book on witchcrafi for me.

1 wish I had the strength of mind to take your advice — to sit in Lincoln’s Inn fields and just watch people:
but, as you know, I am obsessional about time and work and can’t stop myself — that’s why it was so good_for
me to have a real enjoyer of life like yourself to slow me down and make me see. Actually I did pause for about

Jour days a couple of weeks ago when Gill and I went to stay in a chateau of a_friend near the Loire: vast place
with riding stables, boats etc. Brought back the C18 very much. We spent a lovely day inspecting various
castles on the Loire where I could start my university. But I think 1t will still be Scotland! My parents go to the
Hebrides in about a month.

Spring is here at last, and the protest marches are blossoming forth like crocuses — quite rightly so with this
awful war still dragging on. Went on a minor protest last Sunday.

From Tony Wrigley (written by Roger Schofield) 29.3.68

1 am most interested to hear that you will be in Cambridge from April 3 to 6. I should very much like to see you
and to talk about your work. May I suggest that you come to Silver Street at 3. p.m. on Thursday, April 4.
Myrs. Burrows will be there then and I shall be back from a meeting by then or very shortly after this time. ..
We can then discuss the points you raise in_your letter.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6, 30.3.1968

Dear Mummy and Daddy,

... Lwonder if you've had any news about the luggage: do hope it 1sn't a pile of umbrellas and biscut tins! Erik

says that he would like to come up for Easter, if that is alright with you (we'll come to an agreement about

expenses as you can't afford to feed a mob of us). We might hire a car for a week... Anyway, will send on a

more exact itinerary when we come nearer the date. Next week, as you know, I go to Cambridge; we hope, if

someone can put us up, to go on to Oxford for Sunday since David Isaac will be driving there from Cambridge.
1 hope my message about Josselin didn't become too distorted. Routledge have not actually seen any of the

text, but want me to send it to them and say that it sounds "quite fascinating and I feel sure we shall want to

publish it" - which is encouraging. Of course your name won't be withdrawn; as originally, and with your

32 She was at the L.S.E. and was one of the original members of the ‘kula ring’ of corresponding
anthropologists in the field which I set up.
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permassion, 1 would like it to be Alan Macfarlane, in collaboration with Iris Macfarlane (like The Lonely
Crowd 1s by David Riesman in collaboration with Nathan Glazer) - o.k. with you? After all, you are putting a
lot of work into 1t. At the moment my chief problem is whether it will be long enough - or whether I ought to
add a revised version of my M.Phil. to it (together they would make about 80,000 words - a title like 'Ralph
Josselin, Sex and Marriage' would cover the two - but, as you will realize there are arguments against this
also). How long will 1t take you, do you think, to finish parts 2 & 3 once you are back in the Lakes? If they
are too much of a nuisance & you want to get on with K. L. - do say, and I'll finish them off here.

Evans Pritchard [rest of the page missing/

From Iris: Field Head.
Dear Alan -

A quick scrawl, a letter will follow - in case you want this quickly. So glad you had a good day with Evans
Pritchard, and also that Routledge 1s interested in Josselin - So you will be able to publish under your name.

Many thanks for the map, fascinating and let’s hope they will now be satisfied.

Anne and I had a good session in K. L. and found lots of little mistakes to my surprise, whether ours or Rev.
Brown I don't know. V. exciting about Trinity Coll. Do hope there'll be a map.

Luggage due any day!

30.3.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6
Dear Jack, (and Jim),%’

You sounded more relaxed and happier in your letter: Ive never been particularly introspective so I reckon you
are lucky if the urge to examine yourself is going. ... You will always be nagged by a feeling that life holds
something better, whatever you do. But, personally, I think there are a thousand things you could do very well
indeed — but then I reckon there are a host of people whose often very considerable potential is not developed
because of the organization of things. If Jim, for example, had benefited from the expensive education I've had
he’d be at least a Professor by now. ...

My various schemes and plans go quite well. I spend most of my time writing theses or books. I've
discovered a brilliant ruse whereby one writes a thesis — thereby getting a prestigious degree — and then turns it
into a book, thereby getting money. This is what I did with my “Witcheraft’ thing — which should be out about
this time next year (the publishers now have 1, but it will take about a year). P'm afraid it will be hellish
expensive — about 70/~ but, if you are interested, Ill try to smuggle you a copy either free, or considerably
reduced. So don’t buy it — but certainly borrow it from your local library (thereby forcing them to buy i, one
hopes! It will be published by Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1968). I've just finished another, shorter, thests on
‘Sexual and Marital relations in Seventeenth Century England’ which I also hope to publish, but it hasn’t
been accepted yet. As I have my sister and mother acting as my assistants 1t s not very difficult to turn out
books in quick succession.

My parents are just off to a croft which they have bought in the Outer Hebrides — so if you ever want a
holiday up there (cutting peats!) let me or them know. It is on North Ulst.

1 think I must have told you that Gill and I are off to India or Nepal (depending on political conditions) in
November of this year — to spend 18 months studying some tribe or other. I think it should be fascinating.
Above all it should help us to understand ourselves and our society better— those unexamined assumptions which
are too ingrained for us to notice. I hope we will see you before I go, however. We should be in the Lakes at
some pownt in the summer and perhaps you could both come over for a few days. Then I can explain to you in
detail my plans for saving the world from the chaos towards which it seems to be heading.

33 1 had worked with Jack at the Patterdale Youth Hostel in the summer of 1963. He was a working
class man from Newcastle who I had kept in touch with. His more intellectual brother was Jim.
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Summer Term 1968

Lectures

24.4.68 Dr Cullen (Oxford) — Animal communication
20.6.68 — Antony Forge — Art as a system of communication (in a new Guinea tribe)

Seminars/classes

Ronald Dore — Co-operative Movements

25.4.68 Dore — Communalization & individualization

[30% — no seminar]

?? S. Ghana — How far can lineage structures be used for co-operative units?
?? Miss Seligin — Economic co-operation in Melanesia (Java)

Adrian Mayer — Local Politics

Raymond Firth — Economics and Ritual

25.3.68 David Turton — Occupational pollution (in N.E.Africa)

26.4.68 Professor Weisplatt — Economics — role of institutions in agricultural development
5.5.68 Miss Michaud Fiesta in Latin America (esp. Peru)

16.5.68 Ian Hogbin — Pollution in Wegeo

31.5.68 Mrs Elizabeth Adlington — Spirit-mediumship

7.6.68 Miss Blovitch — Conflict and change in value systems (Yugoslavia)

14.6.68 Symbolic behaviour and study of social order — discussion

Undated talks

David Turton - Concept of community

G. Cohen — Tribalism

Beaucage — Economy of Black Caribs

Sutti Ortiz — Peasants in S. America

Audrey Hayley, “The Culture of the Dead among Assamese Hindus’
Keith Hopkins — The status of women

The teaching was even thinner this term. The Dore seminar, as I point out in a letter, only
lasted a few weeks and the Firth seminar for seven weeks. It was the last seminar he would
hold in this series and at the end, as I describe below, we had a small celebration of all he had
done. There were also a few talks, but these may have occurred in previous terms since they
are undated in my notes.

1968 — April

Postcard: King's College, Cambridge 4/4/1968
Dear Mummy,

1 don't know if this will reach you - but if it does, in time, it is to wish you well in hospital. Do hope
everything goes o.k.: we are thinking of you.
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The conference 1s just beginning: quite fun so far, though I haven't given my paper yet. The K.L. docts. were
quite good - included a fairly detailed survey in 1607 & a map in 1772 - but the latter disappointingly vague.
Not the detailed map we need I'm afraid, but some useful bits. See you in less than a week....

From Iris: Field Head. (actually Law Hosp.3* ), Friday (5th April 1968)

Dearest All -
w..d shall have time to finish part 2 of Josselin before I go north, and part 3 as soon as 1 settle - unless you
would rather do 1t yourself. Do hope Routledge are interested enough to give you an advance. It was interesting
that you_found gavelkind inheritance in Boreham - not usual but not unknown in Essex, has been_found in 3
parishes & Borough English in one. The old, neat theories Anglo-Saxon - Open Field - Primogeniture - are
beng darly upset by detailed studies, K. L. seems a mixture of everything.

1 was hoping the doctor would have been in to tell me when I could go but no luck, but it won't be before
next weekend. So can I leave 1t to you to work things out... So sorry to add this to your many Problems, hope the

blizzards have stopped, sun shining here but butter...

Unpacking the "lost luggage"

34 Lanarkshire, where my uncle, my father's younger brother, Alan Macfarlane, was a surgeon.
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From Iris: Field Head, Wednesday (13th April 1968)
Dearest All -

A very dejected old couple here, Daddy wandered round saying "It’s the end of an era” for the rest of
Monday and we still feel awfully sad. Still it was lovely to have you all and thank you for all the effort - also
all the food which you apparently bought... I hope you had a reasonable trip back and have got over all the
exertion.... We went to Kendal this morning and I rattled through the Mansergh Court Book (v. lttle in 1t) ...

Our tenants are now arriving on May 14th so probably this is too soon_for you to come up again - do just
what you want - don't feel you've got to come & help as there 1sn't much to do. Have been working on Josselin
the past two evenings, much easter with my lovely big table...

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6, 17.4.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,
Just a very short note to say how very much we enjoyed our few days in the Lakes and to thank you both very
much indeed for everything. All of us wish that it could have been longer, but perhaps we’ll be able to have a
little longer in about a month’s time (could you let us know your exact dates of a) departure to Scotland b)
Daddy leaving from the house etc.? so that we can fix things up).

We had a pleasant couple of days in Darlington and went to Danby in Cleveland (the scene of that
delightful book Forty Years in a Moorland Parish) on Sunday afternoon; even managed to get some fishing in.
As Annie will have told you, we had a pretty awful journey down — but arrived safely. No news of Josselin yet,
but the M.Phul. almost finished. Term starts next week.

Won’t go on about your marvellous work on K.L., but I really was most impressed. Hope the luggage is
sorted out; very many thanks for the loan of the cutlery. Will write properly at the end of the week.
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6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6, 20.4.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Many thanks for your letter; do hope the shight anti-climaxish_feeling has gone and you are feeling cheerful
again. You must be quite relieved to return to you quiet rituals again after all the chaos we cause.... If we may,
we would still like to see you in mid-May before you go, even though it is a bit earlier than anticipated. Let us
know your precise dates (i.e. whether you are both leaving at the same time: whether you leave the same day as
they arrwe etc.) Ideally what I would like to do would be to come up with Annie on Wednesday - spend Wed.
and Thursday in Preston & then come on Thursday. evening. Gill would also come up on Thursday. Then we
could return on Monday or Tuesday. This depends on a) your plans b) whether Preston will let me dictate
wills to Annie ¢) whether Fuhrer-Haimendorf can change a seminar which I am meant to be speaking at on
Monday 13th... Meanwhile, I'll try to get copres of Erik's film when 1t s developed - of us all trying to lever
open the luggage.

Talking of photographs, I've been trying to investigate how to get hold of aerial photographs of K. L.
According to Hoskins, "one may find a good collection in the Planning Dept. of the County Council offices... In
some cases the local museum has a comprehensiwe collection, covering all the known sites of archaeological or
historical interest”. He suggests one or two other places which I could try - but perhaps, first, if you are in
Kendal again you could try these two? A letter first might prevent delays. At the same time you could enquaire
about town plans. A modern town plan of K-L. (of which you could get a copy) would be a great help when we
start work on the census. At least the planning dept. should know where one can get hold of one. If it is
London, let me know.

... Lerm starts for me tomorrow, or rather, Monday. Was therefore especially glad to get the M. Phil. off to the
binders yesterday. Of course, every book I now pick up has more ideas and facts I should have put in! Glad
Josselin progresses. If you feel there are any points I should make in the introductory chapter 'On Diaries’; do
ot them down: we can discuss 1t when I come up....

P.S. Could you do a key to the tithe map - I forgot to do 1t while I was up (i.e. key to your colouring).

To Keith Thomas 20.4.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6

1t was lovely seeing you and Valerie at Cambridge; I hope the short holiday went well and you have both had a
bit of a rest. I presume you will be accepting Mary D’s request for us to turn our A.S.A. contributions into book
Jform? I'm leaving mine more or less as it ts — since i1t will be only a brief summary of an already-published
books when 1t appears (as I've explained to her). Do you think we clash about the poor? I more or less repeat
what I say in the book — about witches being poor but not those, necessarily, on poor relief, so I don’t see how 1
can change 1t.

1 hesitate to ask you the following since I know that you must be incredibly busy with the book/Schools etc.,
but would you ever have time within the next couple of months to have a look at a draft of Ralph Josselin (c.
40,000 words) and my M.Phil. (now bound and completed — though not to be submatted until fune) on the
regulation of sex and marriage in the C16 (¢.50,000 words). I'm thinking of turning it into a book — being
desperately short of money — and would very much value any criticisms you care to make. If you_did have the
time, perhaps I could send them to you and then come down and have a chat about them. Please do say if you
can’t manage this at the moment — I'd quite understand.

From Keith Thomas 22 April 1968 St. John’s College, Oxford

Nice to hear from you. I haven’t got down to the ASA paper yet, but won’t do much to i, I shouldn’t think. I
haven’t checked the text yet, but doubt if we clash on the poor. My point about the poor is that someone in clear
receipt of poor relief was less likely to be in a socially ambiguous position than someone equally indigent, but not
on the overseers’ list. Also he/she was probably better off too, 1.e. those in receipt of relief were not necessarily
the poorest in the village. Does this fit what you say? Do let me know if not, and we can confer before sending
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wn our MSS. By the way, what s the likely date of publication _for your book. The ASA volume is supposed to
be out in fuly 1969. Will yours be out before that?

1 am in pretty desperate straits at present — vac gone and not a line written in my book, as I've been getting
up to date on Aristotle, Hobbes and Rousseau_for this term. But things would be desperate indeed if I did not
have time to read what you write, so do send it along. I can’t promise any very rapid results but will do my
best. Let me know at the same time when you need them back and when it would best suit you to come up and

talk.

From Iris: Field Head, Thursday (25th April 1968)
Dearest All -

1 hope you have settled back into the old routine and can break it enough to get out into the gorgeous spring
sunshine... . We are certainly having a lovely last spring here and enjoying it more now that I don't have to keep
my nose glued to the ground growing things. The Awnleys are arriving on the 14th about 3 p.m and we hope to
leave by about 4.30... Do hope you will be able to get up but am not banking on 1, I rather have my doubts
about Preston, unless they have a special room set aside for this sort of thing....

1 have been into Kendal once and hope to_finish the Court Book tomorrow and will then tie up loose ends -
will ask Miss M. about the aerial map which would be marvellous if it exists. I got out "The Memorrs of
Thos. Bewick" from the hibrary, he was the famous bird painter and it is a delightful book, about a hundred

_years later than Josselin but his mother came from Cumberland and there are lots of interesting sidelights on a
country boys childhood in the 1750s. Like Stout's family he was "farmed out" to be brought up by a
grandmother and maiden aunt, this scattering of children round the extended family was possibly more common
in the north and 1t almost seems as if one or two girls were kept unmarried for the purpose. He also confirms
that he was sent to school not so much to learn as to be kept out of "harm's way".

Yesterday I spent the morning in the Armutt making notes on "Folk-lore of the Northern Counties" which is
also marvellous - all the rites and superstitions connected with baptism, death etc. and lots of rhymes throwing
light in all directions as "Soon teeth, soon toes" - v.e. if a baby cuts its teeth early there will soon be another, one
presumes because it will be weaned early though I don't suppose they saw the connection. Baptism is obviously
regarded as more than a religious rite, the week or so before it is_full of danger for the child as it can be
kidnapped and a changeling substituted, and in spells against witchcraft you come across things like "fat from
the little sucking child that has not been christened”, or "elder on the eyes of any baptised person”. They even
though 1t helped the child physically, as late as 1880 when the book was written an old woman said of a sickly
chuld "Ah there will be a change when he has been taken to church." In _fact one realises how totally they
musunderstood religion and how mixed up it was with superstition, one lady kept coming to be confirmed and
when asked why said she had heard it was good for the rheumatism!

One gets the feeling that the devil was a much more important person than God, who was used more as a
spell again him than anything. It was certainly a strange and savage world with every bird, tree, wind, cloud,
stream etc. read as a portent, they would even carry the corpse a long way round rather than go "against the
sun." One of the great sources was a young man called Wilkie who gave most of his material to Sir Walter
Scott and starts his passage on Witcheraft quite seriously "there is some difficulty in knowing how to act when
a witch offers to shake hands with us..." - the great thing was not to let her have the last word apparently -
how complicated etiquette must have been.. One day when we have lots of money we must try to buy up some of
these gorgeous old folk lore books.... I see Whittington Hall?’ is for sale... know of anyone with £ 200,000 to
spare? 1deal for the unwersity....

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 27.4.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Many thanks for a long and most interesting letter: your account of the Lakes was succulent. If we had been
wavering about coming up, we couldn't resist such a description. Actually, even smoky old London is rather
delightful - especially in this sweltering weather. Cherry blossom all around us, and apple blossom just starting.

35 2 miles south of Kirkby Lonsdale.
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The gardens have suddenly awoken and some of the regency squares with trees in the centre are glorious. But
we will still be coming up... I'm afraid we can't be precise about arrangements yet, but I think that the general
pattern will be - we'll all be arrving about Tuesday or Wednesday evening, and leaving early on Monday
(13th) morming. If this is o.k. with you, I think Ertk may come up again & we may, if it is cheaper, hire a car
Jor the four days. I'm glad to say that Preston agreed (as far as I can interpret their cryptic letter) to let me
dictate to Annie, so we will a day on the way up, and a day on the way down.

Wil let you have detailed itinerary when I know it. The trouble ts that no-one replies to letters - e.g.
S.0.4.5. haven't replied about whether I'll have to give my paper on Monday 13th. and Routledge still haven't
wnitten about Josselin. I'll ring them on Monday. Since we hope to go to Preston, I wonder if you could send us
precise details as to where you have reached with the wills - plus any other queries/tips/directions. I presume it
is best to get longer inventories xeroxed; I imagine they are quite happy to do this. If it is possible, do you have a
list of the hamlets within the parish. I seem to remember that some of the wills were "John Atkinson of Deans
biggin' etc. - and though I probably know all such hamlets in K. L. I'm not sure of all of them in Firbank,
Casterton elc....

1"ve been in London most of the week working on diaries. Some fascinating finds - esp. re weaning and
nursing, which I will tell you about more fully. Have been through about 20 diaries, and have about another
20 to do. As yet have come across nothing to equal Josselin in detail or length. Incidentally, if you finish the
2nd part of Josselin before we are due up, perhaps you could send it down as Reith has agreed to look at R.J.
and my M.Phil. and I would like to send it to hum. If it is going to take some time, perhaps you could tell me
& I'll send him my copy of the furst drafi.

1 don't know where to begin on all the fascinating things you sent it your letter; absolutely marvellous &, of
course, many of them confirm my hypotheses in the Josselin pt. 1. re. the mobility of age-groups etc. Also the
bits on attitudes and rituals surrounding birth & death should help us considerably when we come to write our
chapters on "religion” in the village study. The more evidence you can get on this the better - and obviously a few
select snippets would add to the quality of Josselin pt. 3, though we musin't overload it with footnotes. Ves,
when we start getting some money, will have a grand hunt in 2nd-hand shops for folklore & other sources. At
the moment it seems rather fruitless & frustrating to look.

1 enclose a few bits and preces. Firstly a carbon extract from a leech-book, giving two (different) lists of
lucky/unlucky days. Reep this as I have a copy. I wonder if one could find any evidence in local records bearing
on this? Also an extract re. the A.S.A. conference - obviously written by Mary Douglas. Perhaps the book on the
Highlands maght be useful for Daddy when he's trying to get things done. I don't know if you'll have time to
look at the books by Wm. Marshall & the Shuttleworth accounts - but they would be worth a glance later. 1
tmagine the book on Whittington us the one Jonty lent you. Again, it would be worth xeroxing when we have
some money....

From Gill to parents 28 April 1968 from Milverton Road
We have not really had a break since we returned, Alan has been busy finishing hus M. Pl for LSE and

looking up other C17 diaries other than the one he is working on, and indexing them all, and I have just used
the weekends to recover.

1968 — May

I was clearly still hoping to go to the Khasi Hills in Assam as late as May, when I wrote to the
Japanese anthropologist, Nakane Chie, who had done fieldwork and published on that area,
as follows.
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1 gologisb for trcubling you, but Dr.Edmund Leach
of Cmmbridge University recomrended your work on Lhe Khasi
hills as among the bLest there is and 1 therefore wondered if
I could seek your advi¢e on this area. My wife and I hope to
go to a village near SkRillong in November of this year (for a
year's anthropological ficld—work, sponsoresd by the London—
Cornell foundation and ;supervised by FProfessor ittisxsciaiezn
Ruhrer-Haimerdorf). I Have only just started to read asbout
the area — though 1. have o little versonal knowledge of it since
I was born in Shillong jard broupght up on a tea estate — and
greatly look forward b& readirg your work, I wondered if you
could possibly give me ‘advice on the following points,

a) what would he ihe best lanpuoge to lesrn before I go -
Assamese or Khasi, liost{ of those 1 have consulted maintain that
Khasi would De Tar morguseful - esgpecielly if I wanted to

study domestic life, folklore, religion etec. Bul Professor
Haimendorf argues t.ﬁe.t, Aasamese would be more useful,

b) perhaps you could suggest ofie’or two peonle win it would be
useful Lo contact when we arrive in Shilgong, or libraries/
institutes which you fournd helpful out hkhere,

¢/ will you, yourself, §e out doing: fieldwrk at any time during
the year after lovezbe

Deer lisdam,

Finelly, if you know of pany snecial difficulties against whick
I should be warned — political or otherwise — or any unpublished
research, by yourszelf o¥ others, which you f{eel I ought to know
of, 1 would be most gra for a reference. Basically I will
be doing a fatily conveftional villoge study — with an emphasis
on religion and on demodrephy.

\
The mést important jguestion above, for the moment, is a).

If you only have time }‘1 anewer this one, please don't bother
wdth the rest, )

4 hope we shall hove a chance to meet at some point,
Yours sincerely,

('/,(,«;:ﬂ /\/;‘::; s 'i- (Dr.) Alan Kaofarl ane
ny 4! K
U ,,.mf,,,ﬁ, ¢ -/ﬁ/'yf, .

56 P‘f?ula, ¥
unkyp - ke,
e

To Keith Thomas 4.5.1968 6, Milverton “Road, London, N.W.6

Dear Keth,
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Enclosed in this parcel and another are the pieces you very kindly said you’d have a look at. Please don’t
waste too much of your time on them; it is a great impudence of me to send them to you when you are so busy.
The M.Phul. is rather unsatisfactory in a number of obvious ways — but if it interests you at all perhaps you
would like a copy at a later date? I think I should have a spare one. It’s going to be examined on 14" June —
and as I need this copy to take with me to the viva perhaps we could meet before then? I had thought of coming
up for the weekend of either 1°-2" Fune or 8"-9" Fune & perhaps staying on_for the Monday to work in the
Bod. Would either of these dates suit you at all? Perhaps you could suggest another date before 14" if these are
no good?

In the other parcel is a furst draft (carbon) of Josselin. I had wanted to send you a better typescript, but I'm
afraid my slaving family hasn’t produced it yet. Apologies for sending such a rough draft — but it will mean that
any comments, even of the structure/lay-out, will be easily incorporated into the re-wnite. Ill probably revise
the introduction/foot-notes extenswely since I've now been through a good many other diaries. Masses on
childbirth weaning etc.

Sidinish P.O., Locheport, Isle of North Uist (c. 17th May 1968)
My dear G. & A.

Unlikely as 1t seemed at one stage we have arrwed, Josselin & Kurkby Lonsdale and Poochie &' the stove &
even my little pink pot-plant & have somehow got ourselves into this tiny room i a_fairly orderly manner &
have our peat fire burning & Tully lamp hissing & feel very happy. Was pretty exhausted by the time we left,
what with all that shelf-paper to lay & Daddy saying we positively could not fit in another thing before we'd
even started but somehow most of it did get in, only the parsley & marmalade & Ambrose had to be abandoned
(he with Mrs Archbold). Lady Ainley was tall & imposing but natural & easy, he a litle nut-brown man
with bright blue eyes, more like a Sea-Captain - both said they thought the place charming so I hope the Aga
hasn't antagonized them too much....

The drive up was beautiful, we spent a night in a lttle broken-down cottage in Arisaig which was spotless
inside and table groaning with food but alas Daddy left his glasses there, so has been a bit hampered since.
Drove up to Mallaig past all the sacred spots of his youth and had an easy trip up. Skye with the sun shining
away though the hills snow-capped, was looking incredibly postcardish, and we sunbathed on a hillside for a
lot of the fwe hours - mullions of primroses and cuckoos, & arrwed at our island over a mother-of-pearl sea
with ink-blue hills against a flaming sky - & all the tourists in the lounge watching the Telly! Were a litle
chilly and apprehensive when we got here at 11 p.m. but found a peat-fire in our room and tea and kindness

Jfrom Mr Morrison - she is way having a check-up and returns to-morrow. Can't get over the sort of warmth
that gives almost total strangers one room out of the three you have which you share with 4 children, dogs, cats
& a budgie. They are gorgeous kids, never cry or whine, and are very intelligent and responsive.

We don't know our future as yet, will be able to decide within a week. I hope whether we stay here or go to
Macdonalds (if they get a Council house). Alas the P.O. s to move to the horrnd bungalow next door & this
has been bought. Ours looks delicious, we prowl round it making plans and Poochie bounces after bunnies -
and we_feel very contented, I know that this peaceful life with children & animals s what I like best and 1
think Daddy will be happier too. We are going builder-hunting tomorrow and if we can rustle one up it
shouldn't take too long to get things done. We have seen the Macdonalds & Mrs Campbell, our neighbour
Niall Macphail is getting married to an ex-deaconess who s a Domestic Science teacher - sounds an unlikely
combination somehow!

1 will get settled in_front of the typewriter this week & hope it won't be too long before I finish Josselin -
wonderful work on the wills. Anne seems to have decided not to go to Canada, at least yet, which is a relief....

Will write in more detail in a_few days - have so many letters to get off - we are really very happy and sure
we have made the right decision.

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 18.5.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,
Not much news here yet - e.g. nothing of Josselin. How are things with you? Hope you got my p.c. and that
everything s fine. Longing to hear all about it. Don't know whether you'll have room to put these things
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anywhere - let along work on them - but thought 1'd send them along for "the long summer evenings" all the
same. There are just one or two points needing explaining.

1) the xeroxes are coming in two numbered bundles - I hope you'll be able to sort them out. 1'd suggest you cut
up Annze's notes into individual persons - then clip them onto relevant xeroxes. Every xerox should be referred to
in her notes.

2) 'specialty’ = "debts secured by writing under seal".

3) All my dates are either old style or thus 1700/1. Therefore they will need changing up to March 26th each
year.

4) If you need any of the abbreviations explained - write. "Puritan” merely means that he mentioned being saved
"by the precious menits and death of Christ” or some such phrase.

5) Finally, I would suggest, file them under Inventories/ Wills/Bonds - and within these, alphabetical. The
xeroxed wills could go straight onto the triplicate, small squared, sheets ready for cutting up - (as Annze's
before) - there seems no need to copy them out.

Hope this 1s all comprehensible!
Sorry this s just work. Will send more news and views next week. Lots of love to you both..
P.S. Any corrections/suggestions would be most welcome - it ts not too late to alter the text before publication.

Postcard to Keith Thomas, 18.5.1968 6, Milverton Road, N.W.6

Dear Keth,

Thanks for your card. Monday 10" June would be fine — any time except 5.pm. (I hope to go to Joan
Thirsk’s seminar then). Please don’t waste too much time on my trivia — or allocate too much time on that
Monday. I am already feeling very guilty at bothering you.

To David Seddon 18.5.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Another reason_for writing at this point is that I've been made editor of the next anthropological Magazine
(L.S.E.). If you have a short snappy prece you could send which you think would be suitable for it, please do.
The general theme 1s meant to be ‘New Approaches in Anthropology’ — the relationship of anthropology to
cybernetics, ethnology, history, game-theory, medicine, demography etc. Needless to say, when I tried to interest
people in this, they said how exciting it would be etc. but they would prefer to write something on their
particular field-work etc. There will be plenty, actually. But it would be nice to have a section:
‘communications_from the field” — perhaps suggesting gaps in the L.S.E. preparations.

1 absolutely agree that the kula™® has immense possibilities & should be given finances &
imstitutionalized. In fact there should be someone on the staff at L.S.E. in_full-time charge. But L.S.E. s
deader than ever — even the seminar-takers don’t bother to turn up to all thewr seminars. The final straw s that,
so rumour (completely unconfirmed as yet) has it — in a chowe between Mary Douglas & an administrator for
Furth’s professorship they couldn’t even decide — so Freedman was asked in & has the chair. It makes one sick.
1 had all sorts of plans for improving the place — but it obviously intends to remain a rather inefficient shadow
of Oxbridge/the good old Malinowskian days.

I’'m not aware of anything really exciting going on in the anthropology world. The A.S.A. conference on
witcheraft/sorcery was fun — much gamesmanship and raucous debate — but contributed very little
intellectually. Most of the papers very weak & no-one bothered to read them before-hand. Mary Douglas did

36 The ‘kula’ was an economic exchange system documented by Malinowski. It was the name we gave
to an informal association of four or five of those who had attended the anthropology courses at the
L.S.E. and were going to do fieldwork in various parts of the world. They would send back field
reports and letters, which would then be sent round the ‘ring’. It partially worked, but most were too
busy to send more than one report at the most.
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her best to raise the tone, but it all made one realize how far anthropology s still mired in structural-
Sunctionalism. L-Strauss “Elementary Structure’ is out in English.

Mpyself, 'm thriving — off to S.O.A.S. soon; my M.Phul. exam/viva in Jfune. Political troubles make
Assam uncertain.

To Lady Clay 18.5.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,

Very nice to get your long and interesting letter — I don’t know why you always say they are boring; I love
hearing all your news & about Oxford. Sorry for the delay in reply but a) your letter arrwved just as I was off to
the Lakes and b) I thought I’d reply when I knew for certain when I will be up in Oxford. On thus latter point
— to clear it out of the way first — it looks as if it will definitely be either Sunday Fune 9% or 16™. I do hope
you will be in Oxford then & we can arrange to meet. Is any special time good for you? I know M. Toynbee
comes in before lunch, so presume either 10 ish or the afternoon/early evening would be best. I will drop you a
card in a few days as to which one it is & perhaps you could then let me know what time would suit you best.
I’'m longing to chat over things and to see your lovely garden. Such chats/visit are one of the things I muss most
in London. I now move, principally, in anthropological circles & occasionally long for a chance to talk to
hastorians. Although I work in B.M. and I.H.R. most days I don’t seem to meet them very ofien.

Now, about your news. What a gorgeous trip you had in April. I was especially envious of your visit to
Rilvert’s grave. By a coincidence I am just reading his (abridged) Diary — a really fantastic man. Some of the
most lovely descriptions of nature I've ever read — though his painful and anguished predilection for beautiful
nymphets make sad reading. .. ..

Everything was very green and incredibly beautiful in the Lakes; it had an especial poignancy since my
parents were just leaving to rebuild their croft in the Outer Hebrides (N. Ulst) and the house is being let for
some months. So perhaps I will not stay there again till we return_from India. My parents want to spend their
time watching wild-life, writing, growing things: sounds a blissful existence doesn’t 1t!

My work progresses. My M.Phil. on sex and marriage to be examined in June: I give a talk on the subject
at the School of Oriental and African Studies tomorrow. I am spending most of my time reading C16 & C17
diaries. None have been nearly as good as JJosselin so_far — but I'm still hoping (have read & noted about 40
so far). Whizzed through the new edition/reprinting of Pastons and thewr England. 1t has dated considerably
since 1921. Must get down to the Verneys soon. I gather Joan Thirsk’s seminar included a paper by a man
who has been cataloguing them (and _found most of Flo’ Nightingale’s letters among them — lucky man!) — may

try to go.

On the 20" I gave a seminar at the School of African and Anthropological Studies, the
first page of which is as follows.

184



: (5.0,A,S., seminar 20/5/ 88)
i blems in t tudy o d d o j it ]

(apologies/explanation — Balliol(historians) to L.S.E.(historical
demographers) — to anthropologists; the virtue of keeping it more
ore less the same = show overlap of discipnlines)

(field-work carried out in P.R.0, B.M. and E.R.O. 1956-7.)

The general aim of the following analysis is to examine the
value of an exchange of ideas between the disciplines of history
and social anthropology. lhe benefits for historical studies, I
believe, would be enomous; but what will interest us more here
are some of the advantages for anthropologists. When I speak of
'history’ in this context I mean primarily the kix use of(f(’ietailed

[eandt o Southy

sources left by al(somety /guoh as England has been for the last
400 years (a—Teas). The first, and obvious, utility of historical
mabterial is that it allows us to test hypotheses mmxpzxzk over
time as well as space, Some of the arguments against comparing
particular features of very different societies fall away when
we can watch a particular tremd — for example a suicide rate or
political system — over a period of several hmcéf'ed ?eng.r:“lvn one
society. The often-criticized static analysis g most of the
bestfaﬁmpolo@r and sociology — where hypotheses are untestable
since the actual dynamic interractions are suspended — may be
circumvented. Another use for historical material is that it
rstores’ better. An anthropologist can never return to the same
society with a new set of problems. Soon, it seems likely, it will
be impossible to study certain problems in a completely pre-inmdustrie
setting, But the historian's material - thousands of tons of it -
is fossilized in the great archival collections throughout the
world, He need not worry that he has missed somethingx; he can

always go back.ssd Bach generation can look at fresh evidence or

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 26.5.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Lovely to get your first Hebridean letter - almost smelt the salt and the kerosene and the peat. You couldn't
enclose a small piece of peat in your next - or stain the paper in sea-water furst? Help us to make the vast
tmaginative leap it needs to jump from here to Locheport. Amazing that we can pick up the "bhone and speak to
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you i a couple of minutes; the last call didn't even cost us the scheduled 2/6! Your letter was a great relief
since, although we knew you'd love it once you were off, you seemed very apprehensive about the move. Glad the
Ainleys were nice - hope, as you say, that they don't discover any snags. Probably, actually, they’ll fall in love
with the place and be very reluctant to budge. Anyhow, let us have a full description of everything you see and
hear and smell - and of how schemes for the croft go. You will let us know if there s anything you find it
difficult for you to get so that I can send it up - won't you?

....Here life chugs on_fairly peaceably - esp. compared to France. When I went to give my talk at S.0.A.S. at
F-Haimendorf’s seminar we had to pick our way through boycotting students to the cafeteria - but the strike
(over increase in prices of tea -how typically British!) is now over. F-H. was very anxious about it - and 1
spent lunch criticizing L.S.E. and saying that I thought professorial seminars were a waste of time - too large,
chaotic, etc. Then, after lunch, I gave my talk (on my M.Phil,) - and realized, suddenly, that this was exactly
the kind of seminar I had been criticizing! Still, the paper went down quite well & several people came up and
said how much they had enjoyed it. Just as well to have a bit of morale boosting since on Wednesday I heard
from Routledge that they were not entirely convinced by R.J. part 1 and want to see more - esp. part 3 - before
they make up therr mind. A really fatuous note from their referee - some tin-pot political historian at East
Cheam Unwversity I expect! - saying that discussion of the "brute facts of birth, marriage and death' was more
or less bound to be dull & he would like to see something on the 'more profound’ aspects of C17 life (i.e. the
political and ecclesiastical trivia in which he excels no doubt!) Anyhow I wrote a dignified note back saying that
1'd contemplate sending them the last bit (& meanwhile I'll send R.J. part 1 to Cambridge Unwversity Press
& one or two other publishers who've shown interest). Don't let this dishearten you, will you? Will be seeing
Keith in a couple of weeks and see what hus reaction to it all is....

P.S. When you send R.. part 2 - could you send down your suggestions for additional changes in_footnotes -
along with my original_footnotes (don't bother to re-type mine again - I'll pin them onto appropriate pages).

T hanks.
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My anxious search for a fieldwork site continued through May. For example I wrote to Sir
Keith Cantlie at the end of the month.

6,Milverton Hoad,
B/% 8 London, N, W, 6

Dear Sir Keith,

ow very kind of you to bobher to write to me
again about Kidwai's letter. I'm sorry not to have replied
sooner, but I've been.away from London from a week. Of course
I understand his position and can only hope for the best. As
you say, if things don't get much worsg, then I should be
able to go. Ctherwise I will have to put_an emergency plan
into action — i.e., propably go to Nepal.It does make things
rather insecure & difficult — it is hardly worth investing too
much time in learning the language and about the people if I
suddenly find 1 camnot o, Also there is the.qtlespion of luggage,
finding accomodation, fakinz contacts etc., I've discovered
that my sister knew Kidwai's daughter (and wife) very well
when she was in Assem and elso that Kidwai s brother is at
ke India House in London., Perhaps it would be worth my while
seeing his brother? Uo you think anythinZ could be done at
this end? .

I would very much like o see the writing of Yavid Fog
and wonder if it would be possible for me Lo come Tound and
collect this gt soine point — slso we could diseuss iurther
strategies, I have an examination on June l4thk; would any
time later in the month suit you? I can manage most aftermons,
I really would appreciate your advice.

Thark you, again, for writing and helping to re-assure

Yours sincerely,

Al an Maclarl ane

Our Croft, Friday (31st May 1968)
My Dear Girls & Alan,

I'm afraid this is a but late, the trouble about the Sumple Life is that there is never a moment in which to do
anything but lwe it. Thank you_for a letter and also _for two bundles of wills and inventories, do hope you didn't
spend too much on these, but 1t will held a lot to have so many of them done and I will get onto them. So sorry
about the slight discouragement over Josselin, I suppose bound to happen when one attempts something new, I
have at last got down to work on him again and will send off the second part next week. I think the third part
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will be easier for me, less fiddly to type and will be able to let myself go a bit. I will do 1t quickly, I feel guilty
at having taken so long over this but so many complications in the last few months.

1 just couldn’t work in the litle dark room at the P.O. either, with one rickety table which we ate on, so
turned to and helped Daddy cleaning up here so that we could move in. Quite a job as we had to hump water
up in buckets from the loch, our well being slimy and full of unidentified objects, and heat 1t on our paraffin
stove so as to scrub the floor. However we slapped paint over the woodworm and put the rush matting down
and wnstalled the chipped green stove and here we are, as cosy as can be.

We sleep upstairs in a boiling hot bedroom, what with the stove underneath and the sun on the tin roof
above 1t 1s quite suffocating at times, no problem about keeping warm but the weather has been very good, we
have only had one shower since we've been here. We were quite sad about leaving the P.O. in a way, it was
nice having lambs in one’s bedroom and the children were charming, they have been down to see us several times
but they and the Macdonalds will soon be moving and then there'll only be one child lefi, not two.

We are using all the moth-eaten tables, well one to eat off and one to type off, and Daddy has rigged me up
a classy draining board by the side of the tin basin where we wash dishes, selves and clothes, our chief problem
is water which we have to collect in the plastic dustbin_from the dirty old Precentor’s tap up the road, we have
made an application_for a tap of our own but this will take months I expect.

Lots of frustrations from the authorities of course, all trace of our visits in September have been lost and we
have to start again at the beginning in applying for loan and grant and it may take up to three months to get this
organised and then the builder will have vanished I expect - of course we knew this sort of thing would happen
but chafe nevertheless.

1 visuted the clerk of works this morning who was just going on leave and couldn’t do anything till he
returned but kindly pressed documents on how to apply for artificial insemination on me which will be useful
when we have a cow when we have a byre...

One must obviously think in_years here, not weeks or months, the snag is that nobody on the island can make
the simplest decision, it all has to go in triplicate to Inverness. Anyway our main worry at the moment is
cutting the peats, we started yesterday, a glorious day and I tripped across the heather with a thermos and some
cold trout sandwiches (Daddy caught two fat ones the evening before) and it was all quite dyllic until I started
to try and cut the stuff, kept falling off the spade and landing calf deep in wet black mud, in the end Daddy had
to cut and throw and I lay in the heather feeling useless but very contented.

Next year we will lay on some help with the cutting, which can be done in two days by a couple of
professionals but poor Daddy will be at it for a couple of weeks at this rate. He did another four hours this
afternoon while I did busy housewifely things at home like scrubbing out Poochie’s saucepan so that we could
have our stew in 1, the peat stove is heaven for warmth and smell but I am having the greatest difficulty in
cooking on 1t, I am rapidly discovering why they all live on Co-op bread and tinned jam, and my visions of
trays_full of bannocks eaten with my own crowdie rapidly dimming.

In fact I shall never say again "I wonder why crofters don’t.." — have gardens, grow vegetables etc. It 1s
with the greatest difficulty that I shall find time and energy to throw some grain at a handful of hens.

When we have water it will help a lot as so much time is spent tottering about with saucepans. I have had
odd spells of homesickness and depression in the last few days, which I was expecting, not at the hardness of the
life but more at the thought of having nobody but Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Morrison to talk to ever - however
Daddy 1s terribly happy and in between so am I, and as long as I can get away occasionally and keep well 1
shall have no regrets.

1t 15 gorgeous in so many ways, sometimes I can’t believe I am lwing in such a wonderful place, the evenings
are particularly beautiful with the birds drifting to rest across the pink water, and it is lovely to wake at two in
the morning and hear the wind moaning and a cuckoo calling.

1 have had second thoughts by the way about bringing the Land Rover down and getting a trailer, I don't
honestly think you could drag a trailer full of books up some of those narrow steep roads and if you had to stop
half way would never be able to start, also 1t would be v. expensive on the ferry as they go by length and it cost
Myrs Ferguson £ 14 to cross her caravan_from Ung. I really think it would be better if you took your stuff to
Granny for the present, perhaps just sending one box up by goods train and cargo boat via. Glasgow which s
the cheapest route....1 shall have to come down and collect Ambrose and if we divided the expense three or four

188



ways if shouldn't be too bad. I don't quite know what to do about bringing up furniture, but will probably settle
for the goods train route and perhaps come down in the spring with the Land Rover for the seitle and some
chairs and perhaps beds.

1 had my copy of "Hustory Studies" yesterday, it s specially for young!!! scholars who are working on
projects it says, so I might try them out on something on K.L. I have been pumping Niall Macphail on old land
systems, 1t 1sn’t so long that they were holding land in common and cast for it by lots each year, their strips were
scattered but why he couldn’t say.

We have such_funny ritualised conversations, I say "It's a lovely day" and they say the same thing and then
add a bit "Its a lovely day, right enough. But 1t looks like clouding up" and so on, each person making one
small step forward to a new idea. I sometimes wonder if I said it was a lovely day when it was teeming with
rain whether they would politely agree.

1 wonder if you have made any progress about India. .. I must go to church on Sunday if I can find a hat
and if I have time, perhaps we will get down to the beach, it was looking beautiful today as we drove past to see
the clerk of works, great sweeps of surf on a white beach. The old Precentor says I must collect sheep droppings
Jfor my vegetable garden, 1s there no end to 1t/

1968 — June

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 2.6.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Many thanks for your nice letter. Lovely to hear about the Crofi, though sorry it is such an effort collecting
water. Who s the Precentor and why is he 'dirty" and 'old"? - if you see what I mean. Anyhow, apart from the
heat, 1t sounds idyllic and we all wish we could be up there. Is Daddy fishing much? My mouth watered at the
mention of the fat trout he caught? What is the fishing like at the moment? What 1s 1t like in early September -
not the fishing necessarily - just the weather etc. We are beginning to wonder if that wouldn't be the best time. 1
think we will have to move the luggage separately. It all depends on whether we can get any money for Josselin;
otherwise we will both be living off Gill's salary during October and November & may have to move into a less
expensive flat for those months. Anyhow it seems a bit away yet.

Talking of Josselin. Had a nice letter from Cambridge University Press saying they were interested &
would 1 send along anything I could - so will send them whatever there is ready by the end of June. I'm going
to start checking through the footnotes etc. now perhaps writing a bit more about Josselin & Earls Colne. My
M.Phil. 1s now in, and I will be examined on 14th June: keep your fingers crossed for me. Finally before I

Sfinish about work. Wiigley's new article on "Mortality in Colyton' has now come out in Daedalus an American
magazine whose whole Spring issue is devoted to population. When 1've finished it I will send it up. Wrigley's
is probably the best article - his main conclusions are that a) infant mortality was fairly low about 108 per
thousand to the age of one; that expectation of life at birth veered between about 45 in the late sixteenth century
to about 30 years in the late C17 - 1.e. the late C'17 was a very unhealthy time & infant mortality and adult
mortality was quite low — about half that in modern Asia. We should be able to compare all hus figures and do
calculations - on various sex, age, religious and other groups which he has not been able to do. Do say if you
need any articles xeroxed, or want me to get hold of a book or something for K. L. won't you (also - as I said -
Jor the Crofi). Are you finding your interest in K. L. wanes up there? I do hope not as I think you had unearthed
some really marvellous stuff-

Sorry to hear about the snags re. grants/builders etc. and the croft. It’s quite unbelievable - sounds just like
Assam again. Have you heard anything more about the Ainleys. If you want us at any time to pop into Field
Head to do anything, do say, won't you? We can always hire a car for a few days as before. That's what Erik
& Annie did this week-end, as you may have gathered & we had a lovely couple of days...visited a wooden
Anglo-Saxon church at Greensted, and then visited Little Baddow and Boreham churches. We couldn't find
any really old grave-stones & Anglican hymns were drifting out into the evening so that we couldn't go into the
churches, but it was very strange and lovely to think of all those Thos. Tendrings and others lying a few feet
away n the earth. Then, today, we went punting for five hours - eating our meal under the willows & listening
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to the rippling amudst the strumming of my guitar (sorry - amudst historical anthropology I've forgotten how to
describe nature etc.!)... Next week-end we go to Oxford to see Reith etc. & go to one of Joan Thirsk's
seminars...

From Iris Monday (3rd June 1968)
Dear Alan,

At last this pathetic little bundle, can't think why 1t has taken so long and I do apologise for the many
mustakes but hope it will do. I have sent the lot as you can cope with the footnotes, I will get the next lot done
much more quickly I promise. Do hope someone will come up with a definite offer, it seems so interesting to me

you'd think they'd leap at it.

I'm feeling quite happy again and am getting the better of my peat stove, with the help of a_few lumps of
coal. Have been digging peat all afternoon quite successfully , so morale is up all round. Beautiful weather and
Whit has passed with three cars coming up our lane while I basked in the sun and listened to descriptions of
traffic jams and thunderstorms Down There...We are off to pay for the croft in the morning, Mrs Campbell
wants to keep the money under her mattress but we are taking her into the bank, and on the way back collecting
a zinc bath_for Mrs Morrison to wash her blankets, this is one of the great spring rituals it seems and she is
worried that everyone else's blankets are Done. I am always wanting to practise sociology on them, Niall
Macphail said he used to keep a cow but after his mother died he sold it and had just bought one again after
three years - what obscure funeral rite involved here do you think or was it simply that Mum drank a gallon of
milk a day.

P.S. If you have a spare Roget's Thesaurus would be grateful for it, seem to have lost mine but don't buy one.

To Keith Thomas 11.6.1968 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Keth,
1 will send along Daedulus in a day or two, when I have had a chance to go into London, but I just wanted to
write a note straight away before you went to America to thank you immensely for a nice lunch and tea and,
above all, for sparing so much of your very precious time to read and go through my M.Phil. and Josselin. 1
really do appreciate how much trouble you went to — your comments on the M. Phil. alone were far more helpful
than those of 2 years from my L.S.E. supervisor. Please let me know if I can ever repay any of this by doing
anything for the book.

About our discrepancy on Marwick. We are both right. My total of 107 cases includes those where one
sorcerer attacked another; yours are attacks of sorcerers on non-sorcerers.

1 will send along a copy of the M. Phil when I can. Hope the trip to America is enjoyable/profitable. Again
very many thanks.

From Keith Thomas on 12 June 1968

Dear Alan,

1t was very nice of you to write. I can’t confidently identify the author of this facetious prece, but I think that
your original guess of Perkin 1s as likely as any. I would have thought that the witness convicted himself out of
his own mouth, and I wouldn’t take it very seriously if I were you. When you want a publisher with a
sympathetic reader just let me know.

DI'm just off to America now, though everything is in chaos, owing to the threatened BOAC strike, and am
scared of having to come back by one of those horrible Boeings.

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 12.6.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

How are you both? We're longing to have more descriptions of your simple life - but I imagine it is so
eventless - or rather the events are so small, if important, that it is difficult to_find much to say in a letter. 1
ofien feel the same after I have been sitting thinking and writing for a week. One can hardly fill one's letters
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with descriptions of the newghbouring garden - which is about all that I often see for days on end. Anyhow, it
was nice to get your amusing letter with the R.J. part 2 (I hope you got my postcard thanking you for that, by
the way, though I will add my renewed thanks here). I enclose the Roget's Thesaurus which you asked for. 1
never seem to use it - perhaps that explains the deadness of my prose. I also enclose a Westmorland reference.
Presume you've read this? If not you could have a look when you come down again. How go the attempts to
bludgeon the local authorities into action?

The main event of the last few days - in our lives rather than the sad events in America - was a visit last
week-end to Oxford. We stayed with Ralph who took us out to dinner at Timms and lunch at Linton Lodge.
As usual he was immensely kind and one had to refrain_from getting urritated by the endless chatter about all hus
lustrious friends and relations. But my small talk began to run thin after about three meals. We also did a
tour of some of my old friends - had tea with Alec (who reminisced about their tour of the Hebrides - he
remembered the croft and the river running out of Loch Obisary very well). Alec seems very cheerful; he goes to
Sutherland this summer and then on to a conference at Rydal. Harry Pitt, who I hope to have lunch with next
week, 1s still tll after hus Indian trip - with dysentery among other things. Didn't cheer Gill up to hear about it!
1 saw Lady Clay - as talkatwe as ever - and, of course Reith. Spent over four hours with him discussing my
M.Phil. and R.[J. He made many helpful additions to both and some minor criticisms which should be easy to
incorporate but he seemed to enjoy them both and assumed that they would be published without any difficulty.
Was indignant when I told him of my treatment by Routledge. He seemed frantically busy - marking exam
papers, off for a week-end conference to America etc. He is a good warning that even incredible energy and
intelligence can be practically crushed by being embroiled in the teaching world. He hasn't even time to check his
paper for the book on witcheraft (Cambridge Conference). Still, it was very nice to see him.

Am just beginning to go through R.J. over again - but have also got to start thinking about demography
again as - I don't know whether I have already told you this - but I've agreed to write an article on
"Demography & Anthropology’ for New Society; 1t’s got to be ready by the end of the month. How s K. L. at
the moment - or are you concentrating on other things?

Sidinish, Wednesday, (12th June 1968)
Dear Gill & Alan,

I'm really waiting for a letter I think - but am just sending this off to day I will have Josselin finished by
the end of next week I hope. This section is much easier - though you may not approve of my slight flights of
Jfancy, but you can impress on the C.U.P. that this is a furst draft only. Do hope they like it. Also I've (we've)
decided we shall have to bring up a lorry of stuff, so you could hire a van & bring your belongings up to Field
Head at end of August. Could take them on with ours. You could then clock out of your flat & save the rent.
September will be nice here I think — lovely heather anyway & the house might be done?? Wish you were here
now, beautiful weather, beautiful everything. Daddy catches lots of small trout, %2 to %4 b, v. good eating but
there are obviously bigger ones. He _found two herons nests with babies yesterday, & there is a mother teal with
eight chicks on the lochan below me, Poochie is chasing bunnies, a cuckoo ts calling & it 1s 7.30 p.m. & still
warm. We have dug some more peat but otherwise no progress with the Realities, but expect the water pipe any
day.
Had a letter from Jean today too, saying my X ray showed amoebic dysentery & they would like me to go
into hospital for 2 weeks in August to try to clear it — a relief to find 1t’s something and only that! though 2
weeks in Law Hosp. is a bit daunting, however it would be marvellous if they could cure 1t. 1'll do it on my
way through to clear up after Ainleys & collect luggage. Fiona says she’s spending the whole summer up here so
will keep Daddy company. He is brick red & v. happy & we shall also be able to liwe on our pension here so
Wl solve all our problems, though news of Biafra & other horrors filters through & one feels guilty at leading
such an dyllic exstence....

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 15.6.1968
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

Many thanks for your "Wednesday' letter. It was nice to hear you so cheerful; it really does sound idyllic.
Where 1s Daddy catching the trout? In our lttle lochans - or loch Obisary? Or has he tried the sea? Is there
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likely to be any sea-trout fishin?. And what does he think about the possibilities of fish-farming now? Longing
to see you and talk to you about all these things. Any advance with the "'Realities' as you call them. If you think
the house mught be ready by September, there must be some advance.

The most important bit of news in_your letter, of course, was re. the results of you X-ray. I don't know
whether to_feel cheered or depressed by the news of amoebic dysentery I suppose, at least it holds out the prospect
of a complete cure. Poor you. And Law hospital over again! Wall send lots of reading up - if you can tear your
eyes off the other extraordinary patients. Do you feel in any pain at the moment?

About plans for coming up north. If you really do intend to hire a lorry at the end of August, that would be
marvellous. We could travel up on the lorry ourselves as well as any luggage. You don't think it would be
worthwhile driving it up ourselves? For the amount of luggage you'll have I don't suppose you need anything
larger than a very large dormobile do you - or are you taking some big things? Our plans are slightly i flux. 1
think we'll only know for certain about gwing up this flat in Sept. a bit later. It depends on the money position.
1t may be rather difficult to_find another flat for just two months near Gill's job - and the waste of several days

Jfinding 1t & moving stuff is rather pointless. It rather depends on whether Josselin sells & whether my article
Jfor New Society 1s accepted. Anyhow, even if we stay here, will bring up a couple of trunks of books & notes to
take up to the Hebrides so that you will be well-stocked for the winter. You will let us know in good time
whether there is anything you want up from London - e.g. water-pumps, fertilizer etc....

Delighted to hear Josselin is progressing well. I've now gone through the first and second sections and broken
them down into chapters etc. so will send it off to C.U.P. when I get the next part. For the next two weeks,
however, as I said, I'll be studying anthropology and demography once again. L.S.E. has more or less packed
up now. We had a good-bye drink for Firth yesterday - gave him some records etc. & 1 gave a lttle speech. It
was all very jolly - though I was a bit sad to find that I was 35/~ down on the proceedings (having been
onganized into being organizer). The new appointments at L.S.E. make it an even drearier anthropology dept.
than it was & I'm glad to shake the dust from my shoes etc.

....lHave the Ainleys given you a definite date when they will be leaving?

16.6.68 6, Milverton Road, London. N.-W.6
To Peter Loizos,

....Janally, I enclose a hand-out I gave out at a ‘demography and anthropology’ talk I gave at Firth’s seminar.
1 can’t remember if you’d lefl for Cyprus by then ... It just seems to me that you’re obviously interested in
demography & this might give you an idea or two & on the second sheet are a list of the UN. suggestions of
collecting demographic information. If there are any queries let me know.

Finally, one bit of gossip — as yet unconfirmed. The POWERS THAT BE could not choose between
Mary Douglas and a Peter Lloyd for successor to Furth — so Freedman stepped in instead. Jean Sackur (born
La Fontaine) from Birkbeck s the new Reader. Firth was toasted in champagne and given three records on his
retiral and I made a litle speech etc. You will be amused to hear that the Thursday seminar (led by Dore this
term) grew so_feeble both in content and membership that it packed up.

1 am editor of the L.S.E. Magazine — which will bring forth your sympathies — and am desperately
searching for contributions. So if you have time to write something from the field ... It would be nice to have
something on the problems you are meeting or on ways in which the L.S.E. course might have been brightened
up to fit you better for the job — if you have the courage! Or it would be nice to have your prece attacking the
“Honour and Shame’ school — or ‘Anthropologists as Myth Makers’. Anyhow, let me have a puece by the end
of August by the latest if you can. [There follows a detailed page of comments on Peter Loizos field
report, for example:]

7. 1 liked your methodological note (p.6) on where you got the information from. I think all future (worthwhile)
anthropological monographs will have running footnotes (like history books) stating exactly what type of source
was used. The day of Stirling/Evans-Pritchard type impressionism are numbered & a work will not be proof
against the criticism of being merely an idealized creation of the anthropologist’s mind unless its sources are
handled far more rigorously than to the present.
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Sidinish, Locheport (c. 19th June 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

Thank you for letters and for sending dear Roget - my reliance on him is probably as unhealthy as Alan's
non-reliance! .... To start with business and chores - do you think you could get this film developed for us? There
seems some difficulty in getting 1t done here and we want something for Granny's Golden Memories book, also
Jor the flap cover of my American edition if any of them are reasonable, have been posing in various windy spots
in the last couple of days but I'm sure they're awful. Re. the G.W.37 our Kinship Group is supposed to be
combining on this book, but I also thought of sending a_few yellow Iris bulbs and I wondered if you could
arrange this too?...

The other business, moves, vans etc. we will have to leave I think till we all know our financial situation.
Complications today as Lady Awnley has asked if they can stay on a month-to-month basts, so my plan to
descend with a van and remove beds, chairs, washing machine etc. have to be reconsidered.... But let’s leave 1t
all for the moment.

1 am going to write another children's book and try to flog it to Chattos, it would be very nice to have a
small generator for the winter so that we could read shides and have the Telly, also some decent light. At the
moment it doesn't matter as the sun doesn't set till nearly 11 p.m. and then only for about half an hour, but 1
think Daddy will be fretful in the winter without some evening’s entertainment. Anyway 1t’s too early to make
these plans as yet.

1 do hope the article for New Society is accepted, how much to they pay? I hope to get Josselin off on
Saturday, am thumping him out at the moment, re-wrote most of this section roughly so it’s just a question of
re-typing. I have so enjoyed this bit, much more my type of work, hope your pen won't slash through it. I am
doing a bit of K-L. at odd moments, wills and registers, but all my boxes are dumped at the top of the stairs
and it’s no good trying to organise them till we know if the builder is going to appear this year. I haven't lost
interest at all, in_fact have a much closer understanding of their way of life living here, as 1t must have been
stmilar in many ways. The holdings of the crofiers are about the same size as K. L. - two or three cows, 30 or
40 sheep and 5 acres or so of arable to grow barley and oats, and the Vikings were here first before drifiing on
i that direction so I should imagine the open fields were cultivated in much the same way too, the old plough
marks are very clear here, and in the most unlikely places, now covered with heather. I thought of taking all the
gen on land into hospital and trying to work up a "piece” on it....

P.S. The film is colour prints —

6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6, 22.6.1968
Dear M. and D.,

Many thanks for a lovely long letter. 1t is almost unbearably nice to have descriptions of your life: I now see
what 1t must have been like to hear about an English Spring when you were out in Assam! Your accounts of
wild rises, bluebells, seals, huge trout, tame seagulls etc. make both our mouths water & we can hardly wait to
come up. Annie tells me that she has arranged her holiday for the last week in August & first week of
September, so perhaps we should do the same. How would this fit in with you?

Yes, I agree. We ought to hire a largish car (depending on how many of us there are going to be). 'm sure
that with two drivers we should be able to get from here — via Crowthorne — to your croft in a day — if we
started early enough. And we could take up your essential stuff from Field-Head. At least the Ainleys staying on
will gwe you some spare cash. £'10 a week will be a help I expect. How much would a small generator cost?
Remember that I still owe you £50 &, of course, we'll have to divide up the profits from Josselin if he is ever
sold. I suppose the Ainleys are finding 1t difficult to find a house?

About Granny’s G.W . Have deposited the film & will send the prints up at the end of next week — unless 1
hear to the contrary that you want me to send them to anyone else. Will arrange about the flowers & about our
present. I think we will try to go down to see G. and G. that week-end (i.e. 14"*) & then go on up to Gill’s

37 Golden Wedding. Iris's parents were married 10th July 1918
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parents for a_few days holdiay. Gill is working very hard & will need a break soon. By then fosselin — 1+
draft — should be sent off to Cambridge.

Glad to hear that enthusiasm for K. L. 1s not wearing off — I only wish, as you must, that builders etc.
would rally round so that you could get organized. Would you like us to bring up some baby trout/baby chicks
or anything when we come up~ Youw’ll have to make a list of things. You seem to face the problems one expects
in any underdeveloped country — that each project takes an enormous amount of time & everything depends on
everything else. One has to build the factory to make the tarmac to build the roads to carry the children to the
school where they will learn to work in the factories to make the tarmac. ... Elc.

T alking of underdeveloped countries, I've been continuing my studies of population for this New Society
article and & everything makes the situation seem grimmer. Worst of all is a book called Famine-197 which
predicts that places like India, Egypt etc. will be witnessing vast epidemics & famines in the next ten years —
and that America should stop supplying them with aid since they are bound to collapse pretty soon anyway.
Harry Pitt, who has just come back from India with dysentery, was equally gloomy & is convinced that the
whole place is going to fall to pieces. He told some horrifying stories. .. But you won’t need reminding of the
situation. 1t must all seem rather strange and remote up there: difficult to imagine vast overpopulation when
lwing in an area of depopulation.

Against the background of gloom and mounting world calamity we live out our funny social life. We have
bought a cheap recording of Bach’s B minor Mass & therefore it was nice to be able to hear the thing live at
Westminster Abbey on Wednesday. 1t really is quite magnificent — almost the only thing that can take my mind
off population at the moment....

As far as India & field-work goes; had a short chat to F-Haimendorf on Thursday. He 1s just off to Nepal

Jfor six months & he gave me a brief idea of where he thought it would be best to go if I couldn’t go to Assam. It
sounds a lovely country & very litle explored. They even have an actwe family planning campaign! We would
probably go to a ‘middle-range’ area of 4,000-6,000 feet mountains — rather like Shillong I imagine.

1 think I told you that I went to hear Joan Thirsk’s talk at Oxford last week-end. It was stimulating — her
thesis was that the agricultural revolution occurred in the corn-growing areas, and the industrial revolution in
the pastoral areas. But the examples & logic were a bit shaky. She gave me some sherry afterwards and a book
to review & a lift to the station. She s still working on open fields & commons — so do write to her if you have
lime.

Sorry this is such a bitty letter. Have been rushing from hibrary to library in the last few days & my mind 1s
still in a turmoil. Oh_for a little Hebridean calm. ..’

From Iris: June 22nd 1968
Dear Alan,

Am sending this off with the references omatted as they take so long & will surely not matter in the first
draft?

Also wrongly numbered as I remembered too late but perhaps not important at this stage either? You will
need to draw some lines etc. but trust it is all right otherwise...

From Gill to parents from 6 Milverton Road, 23 June 1968

1 must say the idea of a holiday for us at the moment ts heaven. I feel very tired and Alan has his M.Phil. viva
on Friday so is working hard. He 1s also writing an article for New Society on the world population explosion;
this is his great concern at the moment.

For What, as I think I told you on the p/c, Eric hired a car and the four of us went to Oxford punting, and
the day before all round Essex looking at Alan’s witcheraft villages. ... Alan stayed over until the Monday to
see Keith about his work, and to get some intellectual sustenance; he feels a bit starved at LSE as no one is
particularly interested in hus subjects, or approach to things.

6, Mailverton Road, London N.W.6., 29.6.68
Dear Mummy and Daddy,

194



This is mainly to thank you again for the completed Josselin: I very much enjoyed your rewriting of the last
part, a great improvement, especially the piece on the weather. I've typed in _footnotes & references & am cutting
the whole thing into chapters and then will try it on another publisher. I am now getting to the stage where I
have read 1t so many times that I wonder whether it is of any interest at all. The same with my M. Phil.
Yesterday was the viva for the M. Phil. which, I am glad to say, went off quite well. It was more or less the
same as the D.Phil. They told me straight away that they liked it & that I had passed and then we proceeded
to have a chat for about 40 mins.?® At the end they both insisted it should be published — so I am now playing
with the dea of incorporating it with Josselin.; What do you think? A pity in some ways since R. . stands
on hus own & is superior to the M. Phil., but maybe ll see what C.U.P. think. I can’t estimate how long R.}.
is. Sometimes I think 1t’s only about 45,000 words — sometimes it seems more like double that length. Of
course there are still the trimmings to add.

How goes your writing? I enclose a reference to a book which might amuse you if you can get hold of it. Do
they have any sort of library service on the island? I also enclose a couple of articles on the fringes of land tenure.
You may have seen the one from Past and Present if you had a look at that magazine on the way down. I found
the xerox quite interesting — though, of course, we will be able to do much more intensive stuff- I must really get
down to the K. L. central records now that the thesis is over.

We are leading quite a gay social life. Last night we went to a wine/goulash & records party, given by an
old ex-Oxford girlfriend. There were a number of my Oxford friends whom it was nice to meet & Gill seemed
to enjoy it. ... What with the M. Phil. viva that means that I've worn my suit twice in one week! Oh, for the
Hebrides. As you see I also enclose the photographs of the Hebrides which make us long for them even more. I
think, & so does Gull, that they are absolutely splendid. The ones of Daddy sitting in the heather are
particularly good! I wonder if it would be possible for us to borrow the negatwes of four of them (Fve put
asterisks on the backs of these) so that we can have a copy. If you’d like to send down any negatives you’d like
copues of, Ill get them all done. Its lucky they’re so marvellous for they are certainly expensive — some 2/~ each.

To Lady Clay  29.6.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,

The worst of the crisis ts now over so that I can now turn to thoughts of Oxford and your beautiful garden.
With the roses out it must be very lovely — and those long, almost agonizingly lovely Oxford evenings full of
lilac. I do miss them.

Meanwhile, amidst crowded and infrequent tubes, we continue to exist — even if one cannot entirely call it
lwing. So it is especially nice to get your letters. Very amused to hear your account of conversation with Mr.
Campbell — him edging nervously back across the sofa as you edged closer to him & asked penetrating
questions! I had lunch with Harry Pitt a week or so ago & he didn’t seem_too bad; lost a lot of weight etc. but
still full of that aggresswe, argumentative, bubble, mixed with sensitwe concern which makes him such
delightful company.

The Joan Thirsk seminar which I attended was quite stimulating. She argued that the industrial revolution
started in pastoral areas of England where there was a surplus of labour & rural industries, while the
agricultural revolution grew out of the intensification and experimentation in the corn-growing regions. Some of
it was rather weakly argued & John Cooper, of course, leapt on her. But at least it was thinking on a large
scale. I wonder how Keith got on_for his week in America.

My main news at the moment is that Ive passed my M. Phil. degree (anthropology). I had my viva

yesterday — much like my D.Phil. one. They told me straight away that I had passed and that they thought it
was good and then we proceeded to chat — not such a distinguished couple as Evans-Pritchard & Christopher
H., though.?® They suggested I turned it into a book — but I am not very happy with it & am not sure it is
worth publication until I have a lot more material.

3% The examiners were Isaac Schapera of the L.S.E. (internal) and Jack Goody of Cambridge
(external).

195



Talking of publication — I wonder if you would have the time in the next couple of weeks to have a look at a
bit of my Ralph Josselin work? We will be away for the second week in July & I wondered if you could have
a look at 1t during that period. I will then need to start rewriting i, but I would very much value your
comments. The third part is on hus ‘mental world’ — 1.e. his reactions to pain/death, dreams etc. & since it
was from you that 1 first learnt to understand ‘puritanism’, it would be very appropriate (& helpful) to have

your comments on this most ‘puritan’ of people. As you will see, I don’t discuss (in this part — I have done
elsewhere a bit) the formal theological structure — more his emotions & reactions. If you can face this (this part
us only about 10,000 words), perhaps you could drop me a p.c. next week. But, if you’re busy, let’s leave 1t till
a later stage. Please don’t feel obliged to read 1t.

1 met a number of ex-Oxford friends at a party yesterday & learnt from them, among other things, that
Paul Hyams s getting married in Worcester Chapel (to Judith) — the first Jewish wedding to be solemnized in
an Anglican church or something.

What did you think of the Past and Present — last one? I thought the articles — first two especially — were
pretty disappointing & 1 see that they aren’t bothering to have a proper Conference this year. The zest

seems to be declining.

Summer Vacation
1968 — July

To Lady Clay 3.7.68 Milverton Road, London N.W.6

Dear Rosalind,

Many thanks for your always welcome letter. I will be replying properly shortly; this note is just to explain
the enclosed part of Josselin which you have so kindly offered to read. As you know, this is only part of a more
general study — the previous sections were a) introduction on diaries & diary-keeping and on Josselin’s
political, economic & ecclesiastical actwities b) birth, marriage and death and their rituals c) his relationships
with hus famaly, kin, and neighbours. Hope this section will be intelligible on its own: luckily you know more
about Josselin than most readers would. The dates in the margin are refs. to the original diary. The numbers
(page) in pencil are the correct ones. The present notes are, of course, abbreviated & will be pruned. If you
could possibly let me have this back towards the end of the month, i.e. by about 27" July, that would be fine.
Sorry it is a carbon & hope this won’t be a strain_for your eyes. If it bores you, don’t bother too much about it.

From Iris Thursday (4th July 1968)
Dear Alan
Delighted to hear you are safely a Master and that your examiners were so hopeful and enthusiastic. Thus ts
the last thesis you can write? How sad. Thank you very much_for sending the snaps, which I have buzzed on to
Granny, we thought most of them were very good... Was very interested in the enclosed papers, will discuss these
i my letter. I'm thinking of re-joining the London Library as there is nothing on the island and Daddy could do
with something other than the Daily Express too. The builders came out the other evening, (we collared them on

the road) and sawd they could do all the work in three weeks which is encouraging, so now it just depends on the
Clerk of Works and his chums in Edinbugh...

From Iris Sidinish, Sunday (7th July 1968)

My dear Gill & Alan,

..]'m glad Josselin arrived, I wasn't at all relieved to finish him, rather sad, but wished I hadn't had to rush
over him (though_five months isn't exactly a rush come to think of 1t) and I do hope he will find a publisher. If
you have any money to spare you must spend 1t on a Cine camera and_film to take to India or Nepal, you can
let us have this when you come back and this will be any repayment for help, which has been precious litle. 1
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Jeel really that Nepal, might be a better bet after all, the combination of apathy and positie restrictions in
Assam will be very daunting, and the tribes much the same I expect.

1 don't blame Harry Pitt for feeling horrified, but somehow however hopeless things look there is always the
Jfeeling of the vast potential waiting to be organised and directed, if only.... I don't believe the whole thing 1s
going to collapse in 1975 (though I probably would if presented with that book to read) because of the
tremendous wealth, in gold, in land and natural resources which are simply lying about wasted, and even with
the population increasing I feel (am I totally wrong? statistically?) that there is enough. I hope you will send me
a copy of your article for New Society, I will send down all the Josselania this week. I have wnitten a first
chapter of a chaldren's book and after another one will send 1t off and hope to get an advance on it... How sad
and deserted I shall feel, all my strong inner resources seem to desert me sometimes when I think of you all so_far
away n those germy places. We are making map of Kirkby Lonsdale with litle pins for people stuck into i,
the furst step to our reconstitution

As from 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 8.7.68
Dear Mummy and Daddy,
You will gather from the post-mark and from the absence of typewniter that we’ve managed to get away for a
week to Darlington — hence delay in this letter — apologies. Many thanks for your last letter, describing your
Sfurst gale. Hope the weather has calmed down again. So sorry to hear about Poochie’s foot: trust you_found a vet
& that she is o.k.. Yes, it must be very lonely at times. I wish we weren’t going to leave you for one and a half
years now — but when we come back we'll be on your doorstep most of the time I expect. I intend to buy a
helicopter so that I can commute between Oxford, the Lakes & N. Ulst. Isn’t the lady of the Manor
approachable? Perhaps it would be worth coming down to Field Head just over the worst of the first winter? Or
would that be defeatist? Incidentally about coming down. If you aren’t going for your operation until after we’ve
been — does that mean that you won’t come down to Granny’s at the end of August?

Glad to hear the water has arrived at last — wonder if there has been any other progress since then. Glad,
also, that the children’s book is going well. Intrigued to hear about the map — K. L. Is it the same one as you
showed me — with pins in_for people? Finally we will have to make a really — 20 feet relief map of the valley
(& also of H.P./Boreham etc) — but that can wait.

My own work s suffering a lull at the moment — have sent off R.J. & am waiting to hear about that: nor
have I heard from New Society. I enclose one of the articles I used for the New Soc. Article — you can see why 1
got depressed! Could you return it at your leisure. While on holiday I'm writing a review of the book . Thirsk
gave me: 1t’s quite interesting — on the mobility (both geographical and occupational) of farm_families in a
region rather similar to K. L. LIl bring 1t up as it has a number of ideas we might incorporate into the study.

1t 15 delightful to be away from London for a bit & we’re both having a good rest. Gill is very tired & the
doctor says she has rheumatism in her knees — hope that won’t be affected in India/Nepal. Yesterday we went

Sishing up on the moors & caught about 5 trout — 2 of Yilb. We intend to do several more days fishing and in
the lovely Yorkshire Dales type scenery it ts most relaxing and restful. Very like the Rawthey at Sedbergh.

1t strikes me that the one crop that you could grow that would not be affected by the climate are fish. On
rough land they are up to 20 times as efficient as other amimals and they fit in well with keeping other animals
& crops. 1 enclose a small booklet which might interest you. I've bought a much more detailed account — from
which this booklet is an extract — and can send 1t up./bring it up as you like. I wondered if you had any idea
how deep the lochan in our croft was, Daddy? Have you taken any soundings? And have you an accurate
detailed map of the croft showing gradients/souls etc.? Might be useful. Incidentally, have you visited that
hatchery on the way to Lochmaddy? I ask because I thought we might bring up a_few young rainbow trout —
but this would be a waste of effort if they have them there. Do you know if there is any trout farming on the
island — apart from that designed merely to re-stock the lochs? (i.e. any intensive raising of fish as in this
booklet?). A final question. You said there was a stream which might do_for the fish-farm. Presumably it is a
goodish distance away & on common land? Would it be possible to get a stream running through our land or
would we have to pump 1t up _from the loch? Wish we could buy your next-door neighbours croft & land!

From Iris  Sidinish, Tuesday (9th July 1968)
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My dear Gill & Alan,
1 don’t know whether it's the day to write but will be going up to the P.O. tomorrow to send a wire to

Granny.

coe L have finished my first two chapters and will get them off this week, have been wasting the last couple of
evenings trying to piece together where everyone lwed in Rirkby Lonsdale, triggered off by the arrival of the Xerox
Jfrom Carlisle of the town plan. I have quite a few clues, obviously the Hearth Tax was done in some sort of
rotation but can't quite decide how. 1t ts obvious that there was a "snob" area where all the gents led, near
Underley, and the poor were to a great extent huddled in Michelgate (that steep road) but I hope eventually to
have a lot of them placed. I was interested in those articles you sent about America, the question of Frontiers
interests me particularly, why when they become overcrowded they didn't fan out when land was plentiful, one
gets the same feeling here of invisible frontiers that have nothing to do with geography. Also the gradual handing
over of land to the younger generation, thus keeping them to hand, seems to have been much the same, so many of
the wills speak of a "final portion" as if death rounds of this gradual process. This bears on another point that
has struck me, that poverty was not so much a question of class as of age, the words "old and poor” being more
or less synonymous. Society, and people individually, didn't seem to plan for or know what to do with old age,
and you come across so many people who seem relatiely prosperous, until they get old and then you find them
huddled together and described as "poor". One feels they arranged this gradual passing on of their property with
the time limut of a fairly short life in mind, and if they lived longer nobody was prepared. I will have to_find out
more about the background of the poor before coming to any conclusions, have finished the parish registers so can
start all sorts of interesting chores....

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 14.7.68
Dear M. & D.,

You will have got my last packet only a few days ago so this is really only to thank you for sending down the
Josselin which arrved safely while we were away. There was a nice batch of post awaiting me, including a
note from New Society saying that they had accepted my article. C.U.P. have sent Josselin & M.Phil. off to
some referees. You asked whether this was my last thesis: no such luck - I'm just embarking on a Ph.D. (i.e. the
Indian field-work will be wnitten up as that) - then I will be finished.

We had a very happy & restful time in Darlington as you will have gathered from my last note. We spent
almost every day in the Yorkshire dales & had a lot of fishing; I caught something like 40 trout in the end,
ncluding a day on a beautiful little beck where I caught 10 plump little %4 [b. ones. I know that this will be
small stuff compared to your fishing, Daddy, but it was such lovely scenery & so entirely relaxing and
absorbing that it didn't really matter whether we caught anything or not....

As always, your lush description of flowers, birds, lochan etc. made us - arriving back to the thick dust of
London - yearn after Locheport. Glad to hear that the builders won't take long to do the job once they have the
word. I expect their arrival will coincide with ours and we'll all be sleeping in the byre. Did the radishes grow
well - did you have to plant them in special soil etc.? It might well be an idea to roof in one or two smaller
valleys: there are now so many strong synthetic plastics etc. on the market that it should be possible to make a
substitute for glass which would stand the wind. Then one could in that mild climate grow sub-tropical crops.
Make mallions etc. Wonder what Daddy thought of that fish book,

Our plans about coming up will remain_fluid & we'll come up whenever 1t suits you best. I gather the later
in the year that one hires a car the cheaper it is - that is the only factor. Do let me know if you are going to
Preston in advance if you do. I am thinking of getting a pocket tape recorder for India & if you go I could get
this early & you could use 1t (it would be easier than the other one - I assure you!) & this, combined with
getting all the inventories xeroxed should mean that you can get through a good many wills. I must try to get to
Chester before I leave as I want to have a rough idea what the sources are like.

1 was fascinated , as always, by your findings on K. L. It will be marvellous if we can_find the 'key' to the
Hearth Tax (& perhaps to the census - have you any wdea if that is in any order - if not for K.L. for any of the
villages?). I was most interested in your theory about the poor being an occupational/situational group - the old
- rather than a permanent class. Of course this upsets much of the Marxian analysis of the last 30 years — with
its permanent class of underdogs - & I'm sure 1t’s absolutely right. I think we already discussed how it may
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also be those who have been sick - or suffered from fire etc. - who may become destitute. ‘The loss of one or both
parents on the children's subsequent devt. will be worth study. 1've found an interesting analysis of C'18 Bayeux
along these lines - showing that something like 80% (I think) of the poor were old and were women. It really
will be worth writing a solid chapter on poverty. Your idea of a fixed age at which people were expected to die
Sfits in very well with some lterary quotes I have to the same effect. I hope it will also fit in with our attempts to
relate parental death & age at marriage - on this point there is some interesting material in the book reviewed in
the enclosed. I will bring up the book, but thought you might like to see my review which I mentioned.

Hope the children's book is accepted - it must be a pleasant change from K.L.!

To Keith Thomas 14.7.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6
Dear Keth,

Thanks for your card. I enclose a copy of my M.Phil. thesis which I hope you will keep — with my best
wishes. 'm glad to say that my examiners liked it & awarded me my degree. Am just wondering what to do
with it at the moment; have sent it + Josselin to Mrs. Skinner to see what she thinks.*?

Wonder how your work goes? Do hope you get a break to_finish the mammoth task. Don’t suppose Ill be in
Oxford until Sept., but if you are ever in London & have time for a coffee/chat before then, do let me know.

From Keith Thomas 16 July 1968

Dear Alan,

1t 15 very nice indeed of you to give me a copy of your M.Phil. thesis and I am delighted to have it. Let me also
offer my congratulations on your degree. What a lot of letters you now have after your name!

1 have just had a letter from Mrs. Skinner asking me to report on Josselin’s suitability for publication! She
says she has glanced through it and thinks the material “extremely intersting” but wonders whether it is
substantial enough_for a book. I shall write to reassure her on the latter point, but will have to urge her to
consult someone else if she really needs another opinion since I am solidly behind you already. She wants me to
suggest any ways in which you ought to be asked to revise the MS, but I've already done what litle I can there
anyway. But LIl put the whole thing as strongly as I can. Let me know what happens.

I'm lavd low with what was first thought to be German measles and now s said to be glandular fever. But
if I get to London Il let you know.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 16.7.68
Dear Mummy,

This isn't a proper letter. I just wondered if you had any ideas on the enclosed paper - an appendix for R.7.
1 don't want you to type it out - or even to worry about grammar/sense which are both pretty tangled. I just
wondered if the K. L. material is now at a stage where you think 1t might be possible to add a_few figures on
mobility of children (roughly comparable to those worked out on Ealing) by the end of Sept.? Perhaps I could
gie a hand at this when I come up, but I thought you might like to be thinking about - e.g. it would be a great
help if you could have filled in the ages of any of the children or servants in the 1696 listing.

A couple of approaches struck me & I wondered if you could estimate whether a) these would take a long
time b) 1t would be worth doing this work before we finish the P.R. and the wills?
1. Make a sample of the age at which people stop being buried in the parish within which they were born. E.g.
take, at random, some 20 or so deaths of children (if it is possible to separate these out) & see how old they are.
This was the method followed by West (see my enclosed quote from his material) & he discovered that it was
normal to bury people in the parish of birth until they were about 12 - then they start disappearing, for good. Of
course, with K. L. the size it is & if they don't say that a) they are children b) which part of K. L. parish - i.e.
township - they are from - this method may not be (at the moment) feasible.
2. Make a comparison of census & parish register.

40 Patricia Skinner, an editor at the Gambridge University Press, later a friend and later married to the
philosopher Bernard Williams.
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a) work backwards from the census: take half a dozen sample families and find out the ages of their sons and
daughters & take those of some other sample families & find out the ages of the servants: from this one would
be able to make a direct comparison with the enclosed Ealing listing.
b) work_from the parish register to the census: here one would be able to do something new. For example one
could take 10 children who should have been aged 1-4, 10 who should have been 5-9, etc. for all the age
groups to 29 (& who are not recorded as dying) & who should have been present in the K. L. (or other villages)
listing in 1696 - and then _find where they actually were. Again this may be made more trouble than it is at
present worth by the very large area of the P.R. coverage.
Don't worry about this - but perhaps you can keep 1t in mind. Could you send back the enclosed when you've
had a look?

Lots of love to you both, will be writing shortly.

From Iris Sidinish, Friday (19th July 1968)
Dear Gill & Alan,

Two letters to thank you for I think, was so glad you managed to have that break in Darlington and hope
the effects of the moors haven't worn off too quickly. Was delighted to hear your article had been accepted by
New Society, a really classy paper... Do hope Josselin will meet with the same success, Alan.

Our lives shaken up by the arrwal of Fiona on Monday, cheerful and broke, she has been digging peat
Suriously and got through more than we did in a month.

Daddy 1s teaching her to drive which is nerve wracking for all concerned, but no real tragedies yet, she
hurtled round a corner at Lochmaddy at forty miles an hour yesterday but not even a cow in sight luckily, she
hopes to take her test here though it seems a rather poor preparation for Sheffield. A vague scheme we have in
mind at the moment s that instead of you paying large sums for a hired car, that we buy a small van_for about
£40 or so which you bring up, and she will take you down in it.* We shall have to advance her the money so
it depends on my new book really, but it might be worth keeping your ears open....

1 was interested in all the enclosures and am sure we could (I could) do the necessary work on servants and
children by the end of September. I wnll be able to do some in hospital as well, it will be fascinating to_find out
where in the parish the children are, though we may not be able to work out all relationships by then, so that if
we find a Baines living with a Clarke we won't be able to pronounce firmly that they aren't related. With all
these people 1t'll be a job to sort them all out, but fascinating. I am leaving the village plan for the moment, until
1've put the Manor Court Book on cards, I have almost "got" it. The census was done by class, starting with
gents and working down to the poor but this corresponded a great deal to where they lived.

1 don't think I will be getting to Preston for a bit now, my plans change hourly, but as far as I can see them
1 don't visualize going away tll you do, might fit in a few days then. Meanwhile I'll have lots to do along the
lines you suggest, it'll be interesting to see if they married younger in K. L. with their system of "hamlet farms"
where there would obviously be room_for two generations, there are quite a_few examples of the old making over
the property to the young on conditional surrenders, i.e. the old can go on living there, but presumably the young
will run the place, but as I mentioned last time the old were not expected to go on getting too old. I am hoping
to be able to chat up some of the old people here and get some light thrown on this business of later marriage and
boundaries which seemed typical here too. 1t is perplexing trying to get answers, when you ask a simple question
such as “Why don’t people fish™ or “Why do people dig up their arable land for peat?” you get something like
“Well, that's the way of it.”/

V. sleepy, the room ts very hot and smoky, so will end. I will send all the enclosures in my next....

* Don't mention this, D. isn't in on it!
To Lady Clay  20.7.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6
Dear Rosalind,

e oo WAL be interested to hear how your reading of Joan Thirsk’s mammoth work goes — Ive only dipped into
it. 1t seems a splendid preliminary work — esp. the bits by J.T. herself & Alan Everitt. But it is clearly only a
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beginning — e.g. my mother 1s finding most of the generalizations break down when applied to the Westmorland
villages she s studying.

My main news s of our holiday in Darlington: a lovely break of a week spent almost entirely in the
Yorkshire dales (mainly Swaledale) fishing. I caught over 40 trout — of which we eat 10. Also devoured the
fantastic serenity. Unfortunately it only takes a couple of days of tubes & traffic to obliterate all but the
toughest of memories. Our culture in the last week has consisted of an evening of harpsichord music (George
Malcolm) in the gracious C18 atmosphere of Kenwood House &, last night, the Charge of the Light Brigade —
some marvellous filming, a superb performance by Gielgud & others, and a thoroughly depressing insight into
the bestialities of Victorian England. Definitely worth seeing.

Now to Josselin. I return your notes on his Diary which you will want back & which I have absorbed. 1
have also been through your (far from scrappy or illegible) notes, to my great profit. Yes, I agree that his
unquestioning, non-analyzing reaction to illness is one of the great separators. Also that he seems to have got
lattle goy from his religion. Yes, Haller is good on diaries. T've used him in an introductory chapter on ‘Diaries
and Diary Whiting’ which you might like to see: an attempt to sketch in some of the reasons for keeping diaries.
As for the passage of time, yes it was too contracted & I intend to make it more comprehensible. The contrast is
the old one between cyclical and progresswe time — outlined by Fvans-Pritchard, Reith Thomas, & (in part) by
E.P.Thompson. We can perhaps sort it out when we meet next.

The article by Michael Walzer is in a recent History & Theory — I can send it to you if you would like (or
my rather sketchy notes on it, I should say: the general argument is that both puritanism & capitalism were
symptoms/products of something else — anxuety. But he fails to say what caused this anxiety). [part missing]

... and his economic affarrs. This s all fawrly straight description along conventional historical lines — a
type of work which I left some time ago & I consequently find rather strange. I would therefor especially
appreciate 1t if you_felt you could have a look at these two chapters (and the chapter on ‘diary-writing’) if you
Jelt you could face it. You would probably be able to save me from some awful blunders — or at least be able to
put my muind to rest. It’s not exciting & I will quite understand if you'd rather leave it. I certainly don’t want
you to bother to the extent that you obviously did with the other two chapters. But if you have the energy. They
should be ready in a readable draft in about 3 weeks.

An odd cowncidence re. Josselin. I sent off some chapters to the Cambridge Unwersity Press & they sent
them off to referees — among whom was Reith Thomas (who has ony just finished reading an earlier draft!)
Fortunately he is “solidly behind me” but had to point out to them that he was prejudiced. Poor Keith — he ts
stricken with glandular fever: every summer, just when he is about to polish off the great work, he becomes ill.
He will be masswely frustrated.

Again, Rosalind, I really am grateful for all the trouble you took & hope that the final book will make you
Jeel it was justified.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 24.7.68
Dear M. and D., (& Fiona),

Many thanks for your long letter which we both enjoyed very much. Enclosed a booklet which you might find
useful - "What's Where in London". Hang onto this if it is of any use.. .Also enclosed are some stamps.... As
usual, my mouth watered at accounts of Daddy's fishing. Has he tried sea_fishing yet? Glad to hear you were
interested in_fish_farming book - any reply from the Highlands & Islands Devt. people about this? I'll certainly
try to get hold of practical books on this & will scout round tomorrow. Unfortunately most of the best
pamphlets appear to be published by people like the Nigerian Govt. in about 1929 - but will see if the B.M.
has them. Would you like a copy of Hickling's proper book on Fish Culture? I could send you up my copy &
we could then get another if you liked it. Yes, capital and labour are the initial problems. Perhaps we can do the
planning & some of the preparatory work now - e.g. getting permission_from bureaucracy etc. & perhaps just
digging a very small pond as an experiment. When we come back_from India I'm hoping that some capital will
have accumulated from Watcheraft and R.J. & this will go towards the work. As for labour, would it be a
good 1dea if I brought up some students in the summer - when you will be harvesting the fish - who would then
combine the ‘New Unwersity' with paying their way by working on the fish_farm.
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I'm now working almost exclusiwely on Ralph Josselin. I decided to write a short introductory chapter on
his youth, political, ecclesiastical and economic career - expanding the original page on this subject. Now I've
Jfound that I will, within a week, have written two longish chapters of about 20 pages each! His economic
position s especially interesting & there 1s masses of information. I'll send up a second draft (which you could
perhaps go through_for grammar but won't have to re-type) in a week or so. Delighted that you think you will be
able to add something on children from K.L. Also interested re. the idea of hamlets lowering age of retiral and
hence marriage. I'm having lunch with Joan Thirsk at the B.M. tomorrow so will bring up some of the points
_you have made in recent letters. Haven't heard definitely from C.U.P. yet, but they seem interested. Curiously
enough they sent the typescript to Keith - to act as referee! He dropped me a note saying that he was "solidly
behind me" etc. - though he would have to point out that he was prejudiced. Poor man, he has glandular
Jever....

Poor Gill, working very hard indeed for her forthcoming inspection next week: comes home late and then
starts tape-recording. ‘This evening, however, we're going out to dinner with Erik and Annie at Erk's new flat.

Have been so involved in_your letter & my work that I haven't even asked about your birthday! Do hope it
was a very happy day & that you got our present(s). We’re thinking of you....

From Iris Sidinish, Thursday (25.7.1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

A very big thank you furst to you both for the lovely and carefully chosen books for my burthday, both
absolutely right for my rising interest in ecology and the structure of life - and as you say the Indian one will be
useful for K.L. too. We know E.P. Gee who seems to have been the chief advisor to the author. It is a beautiful
book and Daddy will be equally interested... I had a funny birthday, seemed to spend most of the day in the car,
had to go to the bank and doctor for Daddy’s ear in the morning, and afier a brief rest set off to South Ulst to
collect Robin off the boat. We had a “birthday” tea in the hotel there of bread and butter and drop scones, but
still it was quite memorable, Granny rang me in the evening but by that time I had quate forgotten it was my
birthday and got into a panic thinking there was something wrong! ...

This 1s just a rushed letter to catch the post with the enclosed, so sorry about them, they got into my copy of
Josselin and I missed them. Do hope you hear something definite soon.... Will write again in a day or two,
don't seem to have a lot of time now....

To Katherine Whitehorn (journalist) 30.7.68 from London

Dear Mys. Whitehorn,
Please forgie this letter out of the blue, but it occurred to me that you might soon be writing about the tragic
Jolly of the Pope in banning contraception (in your_Observer column). If you had contemplated this the enclosed
article from New Scientist would give some ammunition. I have no interest to declare — I am not a friend of
Paul Ehrlich, member of I P.P.F. etc. I just happen to be reading Famine - 1975 — and to hear of the Pope’s
decision on top of that is depressing to the extreme. Short of shooting the Pope I see little that we, in this country
can do: but your influential column would help. (I would like to see the reaction if the Pope decided to ban
‘death control’ — v.e. all Western medicine & aid — wnstead of burth control! Just as logical & arguably in the
present state of affairs, a less harmful move.)

1968 — August

From Iris Sidinish, Sunday (4.8.1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

1 have been waiting for a letter, but have a feeling you have been waiting even longer - life has suddenly
become frantically hectic with all Fiona's friends streaming in. Thank you first for the book on London and
where to get things, it will be very helpful indeed and as you say is most amusing reading....
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We are also making faint progress with the house in that the Clerk of Works us coming out tomorrow and
says he might be able to get us permission to start work before all the final bonds etc are signed. I hope it will
start after I leave for hospital, the Ainleys have bought a house and will be leaving at the end of September and
the latest plan s _for Daddy to pick me up from hospital and we will go on to Field Head to sort and collect and
re-let. I'm afraid the idea of buying Fiona a van is off, I haven't heard definitely about my book, but in any
case have changed my mind, the latest thing to arrive is a summons for rates and we will obviously have to
cough up for these, so if she wants a car she will just have to save up for one. She s driwving all over the island
and hopes to take her test in a week or two... 1I'm afraid my work has suffered from all this, I try to get down to
it whenever 1 have a minute and am starting to build up the age-structure of the Census, which ts great fun.
Will hope to have this done by the time you arrive. I don't quite know when this will be, but Fiona returns
about Sept. Sth and if you hire a car I (and perhaps she?) will go shares if you can squeeze us in on the way
back, but if this adds to the expense too much don’t bother. Your chief task when here will be to dig the septic
tank 1 fear, fish_farms will have to wait till the house ts done, Daddy gets quite hysterical at the thought of
doing both at once but I still think 1t worth considering for next year.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 5.8.68
Dear M. and D., (and others..),

Many thanks for your thank-you letter. Sorry this s a bit behind schedule but I've been trying to get back
into my Sunday routine. Also, I expect, you won't have much time to read letters at the moment. I enclose a_few
bits and pieces - some rather gorgeous stamps from one of my anthropological friends; a cartoon (which perhaps

you could hang onto) which will explain itself; and come catalogues of various publications. If you want me to
get hold of any of these, let me know - or you can order them with the enclosed form. Incidentally, where I got
these catalogues, the Stationary Office, they have masses of little booklets - from about 3/~ upwards, on all
sorts of things like bee-keeping, mushroom-growing, sofi-fruit growing etc. ... I hope to get something about
dam-building (for fish_farms) this week. Also, would you like one or two chickens? Can you get them on the
wsland? If not, let us know & we'll try to get hold of a few and bring them up. Finally, Granny said she had
two spare mattresses: if by some miracle we had room for these, would you like us to bring them up? As
oniginally planned I think we will be coming for the first two weeks in September...

Now for our few snippets of news. Gill's Home Office inspection ts over - thank goodness — and she is now
beginning to recover.... No news about Josselin yet. I have been lent the microfilm of his diary by the E.R.O. so
can check references at home. I wondered whether the projector was at Field Head, or up with you? Perhaps I
could bring 1t down here, otherwise I can work off one of the library microfilm readers. The chapter on his
economic life is growing longer and longer, but I'm_finding some_fascinating stuff on the expense of having
children etc. Will bring 1t up with me when I come so that you can have a look at it. Wonder if you've heard
anything about the children's book? I imagine your time must be pretty full at the moment with various guests
and visitors: hope you have got them all digging peat, fish-ponds etc.!.. .If you had the times of the Ferry,
perhaps you could send them down...

From Gill to parents 6 Milverton Road, 7.8.68

Eric has just got a car, and we are going to Essex tomorrow, to the village where Alan’s latest book s based —
where his C17 clergyman lived. Alan has got contemporary maps, so it should be fun sorting out all the old
houses, and seeing what the ravaging of the industrial age has done to a village.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 12.5.68
Dear M. and D., (elc..),

Many thanks for your letter of last Sunday, & for the phone call - very nice to hear, if faintly; hope it wasn't
too much of an effort. Perhaps, a lttle later we could arrange a time when we could ring you - a couple of days
before we come up - so that we can check on last minute details. Wall suggest a time next week, if I haven't
heard anything about this from you by then. The latest plan at this end is that Erik lend us hus car when he
returns from France; this would save us about £ 20, but it would mean that we couldn't start untl late on
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Sunday night so would cross over to you on Monday evening instead of Saturday evening. But the Bank
Holiday traffic would be streaming the other way & the ferries etc. should be far less jammed than if we had to
come up on the Friday. If you could possibly let us have the sailing times of the Uhg ferries it would be a help -
though we could get these from Cook's if it is a drag. Then we could bring you down on Sat./Sunday Sept.
14th-15th - depending on the ferries agan. If you really plan to come down to Field Head to sort things out at
the end of Sept. that might be a good time_for me to ferry all my stuff up to the Lakes and store it away. We
could spend a long week-end with you then. Dates of leaving for India fluctuate depending on the state of
finances/ Josselin/the Nagas etc. Somewhere between 1st & 30th of November I suppose.

Delighted to hear on the 'phone about your book. You did not sound too thrilled, or perhaps it was modesty. I
would consider 1t a triumph if they accepted Josselin at all, let alone offered me a forward! Still no news about
ham, by the way. Let us know more about the new book - though of course, we can talk about it when we are up
with you. Reverting to Josselin: we spent a very nice day yesterday (having borrowed Erik's car; poor Erik, on
the point of departure for France, was in bed with 'flu) at Earls Colne, where Josselin lived. We walked across
his fields, gazed into the stream he must have gazed into, had a drink at the pub once owned by a friend of his,
and_found the initials, R.H., of his patron and friend Richard Harlackenden in the Priory Wall where it was
rebuilt afler a terrific wind in 1662, a wind described in his Diary. There were some lovely C17 cottages & it
was generally much nicer and more hilly than Boreham. The writing 1s going well, if taking a long time. The
two chapters on his economic life now take some 50 pages! Looking forward to discussing them with you.

Wonder how everything goes on the busy croft? Terribly envious to hear of your weather although today, after
weeks of rain and lowering cloud, the sun has at last come out here. Trust Daddy's tea-party with the clerk of
works etc. was a success & that some progress has been made;... hope the thought of three more of us arriwing s
not too daunting. We will bring boxes of food up with us. Let us know if there are a) any foods that you would
especially like or b) anything that would be useless. Thought of things like small sacks of rice, large Nescafés,

Sfruat etc. We will bring enough to feed three of us for two weeks, so don't worry about us. We will just need a
lift at the other end at Lochmaddy since we will be leaving the car at Usg.

Incidentally, re. K.L., I wrote to the planning dept. about town plans & it appears that they have one -
showing where the older remaining houses are - at Rendal. Will bring up their letter. Look forward very much
to hearing about the age structure.

Annie seems relaxed and well - apart from an awful cold and cough and things seem to be going well with
Enrik. The dinner party was nice; Gill's usual superb cooking and my usual lack of appreciation of anything
except the most strident flavours: candlelight, coffee out of our Worcester china - all the old rituals in _fact.

To Lady Clay 13.8.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6
Dear Rosalind,

Your heart will probably sink when you discover this packet on_your door-step, but if you have the energy 1
would be most grateful for your comments on the enclosed. There is one more chapter — the second part of the
economic one on_farming, weather, etc. — to come, but this will take a few days longer so I thought I'd send
these now. I hope to send the other one by the week-end. Perhaps you can return all of them together when
convenient (also — if you have room, the Ag. Hust. Rev., which I think you still have, unless I lent it to my
mother).

Like you, we go north in Sept. — to the Outer Hebrides on September 1%, so if you could let me have them
back by then at the latest. Please don’t bother to spend all the time you did on the other chapters. It’s just that
the enclosed deal with subjects rather alien to my central interests & I am therefore likely to make some crass
errors. If Ian Green is around perhaps you could show him the passage of pp, 15-16 of the ecclesiastical
chapter: he said he was interested in the subject of how people escaped deprivation at the Restoration & I would
value his comments. I expect he’s on holiday, however; if so, don’t worry. Don’t bother about registered post; 1
have a carbon in case of emergencies. ..

Hope to be based on the Lakes for a_few years & do some part-time teaching at a University or, ideally, get
a research fellowship somewhere. ... Spent a pleasant day yesterday, abandoning our pens for our boots,
Tawney-style, and walking round Earls Colne to discover what Josselin’s village was like. Fascinating; found
the place where the wall was blown down in 1662 (as described by R.J.) and some lovely C16-C17 cottages;
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even had a drink at the George, which was there in Josselin’s time. The only thing nicer would have been to go
on one of your conducted tours of Oxfordshire churches.

From Iris Sidinish, August 15th (1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,
oo The big excitement was the visit of a BBC man with a tape recorder to take down a talk, when I first
arrwved 1 sent off this little chatty bit about coming to live in the Hebrides and had forgotten all about it. It was
somewhat daunting having to sit at the kitchen table and read it all out in_front of him and another lady, the
result was very my-husband-and-I-ish with lots of loud panting noises and sucking in of teeth, but perhaps
Granny will enjoy listening.

He was an island man, a crofter’s son, who has done very well and now runs the Gaelic dept, in Glasgow,
but says he has never managed to save any money since leaving Utst where he taught in the local school for
several years.

«o.. The island 1s beginning to turn purple with the heather coming out, so has one more beautiful_face to show
us (and you) before the winter. I'm so glad you will be getting a free car, though sorry Ertk can’t come —
though in the present very primitive conditions perhaps it’s just as well, 1t 1s really very crude and I hope you
can stand it.

1t 15 sweet of you to suggest bringing lots of food, but with nowhere to store anything and no kitchen, meals
have to be very simple, just one meal in the evening of a stew or fried trout so really all we want if you could
manage it is a_few fresh veg. and perhaps (if cheap) some cooking apples. I will send you a list in my next of a

Jfew litle things we would like, I have asked Granny to send one mattress by Road and it might have arrived,
haven’t quite worked out sleeping arrangements but at the moment it seems as if Anne will be between the
Siling boxes at the top of the stars.

1 have been doing a lttle work in the feww moments I've had, working out the age structure of the census, the
pattern seems much as we expected with no children at home over twelve years old and the servants the young
children of other people, I suspect that most of the servants are also relatives but this will take a long time to
prove though it is clear in some cases. So glad that Josselin s providing such a lot for the appendix (or 1s it an
imtroductory chapter?) and shall be very interested to see it.

Earls Colne must have been fascinating, did you take any photos?.... The ferry leaves Uig every Monday,
Wed. & Friday at 8 p.m. & the other 3 days at 9.30 a.m. - the best way to come s via Mallaig though leave
time as 1’s a very narrow road but I suppose you'll be driving flat out day & night anyway, you can always
stay at fean's if stuck.

Will write again in a day or two with instructions!

From Iris Sidinish, Wednesday, (21st August 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

A short list of things for you to bring, but don’t worry about them if at all difficult, as I'm returning with
you (as far as hospital) can easily manage without. Would you also manage sleeping bags, one large and one
small plate and two lots of spoons, knwes and forks. And if you have any paper back novels, classics, these
would be welcome too, have a desire to get immersed in long Russian epics.

The weather has broken at last with lots of wind and quite a bit of rain but perhaps it will clear again for
you, it brought in a large trout yesterday (nearly two pounds) but my sprouts are taking a bit of a battering.

The builder has produced another estimate which has gone off to Edinburgh, Stornoway, Inverness etc and
we hope to get permission to start work within a month which will work in quite well really. 1 shall stay
down in Field Head tll the roof is on, hope this won’t unsettle me again but I don’t think so. ....

1 went and called on the Macphails yesterday evening which was a bit of a strain, huis brother the Minuster
and wife were staying and they all sat round in a mournful silence while I prattled manfully, the Minister
remarked at one point that television was going to spoil, conversation but I could have done with it then! It
would make an interesting sociological study to see what the effect of electricity on the island is — going to be,
quite dramatic I think, people are going round saying "They've Turned It On in Carinish" in reverent voices,
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and it will completely upset the visiting rituals and break down the old customs of peat cutting before too long
1 fear - and yet one can’t blame them for wanting 1.

1 expect another letter will follow, of last minute things I think of but ignore anything that’s difficult. We
will expect you on Mondays ferry but if you muss it don’t worry, will meet the following morning. Hope the
wild winds die down for you.

6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 22.8.68
Dear Mummy and Daddy, (& Fiona),

Many thanks for your letter of the 15th. Hope the rain has stopped lapping around your feet. Please don't
fret about us: heavens above, we're not expecting you to be like the Lochmaddy Hotel. In fact we're going to
come armed as if we were on a camping holiday - except that there will be a roof (of sorts) over our head. We
will be bringing two sleeping bags; some rugs; two_foam rubber mattresses (like the ones Granny bought -
yellow); a large case of veg/fruit; some basic provisions like coffee/rice/cheese/chocolate etc; some cutlery;
pillows; some thick polythene to act as groundsheets; guitar; books & clothes. If you think any of these are
unnecessary, please say so. We hope to leave here, if the car is ok., at about midnight on Sunday & drwve up,
taking turns, to catch the 8 p.m. ferry on Monday at Ung. If, for some reason, we are going to miss the Utg
Serry & will have to stay on the mainland & catch the one the next morning, we'll ring the Locheport Post
Office. So you could call in there on your way to meet us to see if we have been delayed. Otherwise we should
arrwe at about 10 p.m.

Wil there be a septic/fish tank for us to dig? Has anything emerged from the Sanitary Inspector's visit?
And any advance with the Clerk of Works/builder. It sounds more & more like India. I hope there will be
something useful we can do... .1 have been trying to locate a book on dam/fish-pond construction but, to cut
three weeks hectic activity at the B.M. short, can't get hold of 1t. Still, there are some quite detailed instructions
in the book I already have.

Now, onto your news. Delighted to hear about the B.B.C. man. When will the world hear you - and how
much do they pay? Congratulations. Is it going to be 'authoress and adventuress' over again? I suppose it will be
on the Scottish Home Service? You seem to have far more success than I do. Not a squeak out of Routledge - or
out of C.U.P. Not even New Society have wnitten. I'll write them all a sharp postcard in a month or so, saying
I'm off to India shortly. That might wake them up. I'm just checking Josselin at the moment. No, the new stuff
1 wrote was not for the appendix. It was three new chapters at the beginning - altogether about 20,000 words;
1 hope you'll like it. 1t’s a bit nearer the stuff you've been doing on K. L. Most interested to hear about the K. L.
age-structure; it sounds as if it will fit most neatly into that age structure. From what I can see_from Josselin,
the reason why people sent out their children to others was that they (the poorer) could not afford to keep them
any longer. As far as I can see, the average income of poorer husbandmen down was too small to keep more than
one or two children.

Met Mrs. Grant in the B.M. She's still trying to write her book on C'17 radicals - but hopes to return to
Wensleydale next Spring.

Excuse a short letter - but will soon be able to bring out news in person. Will send card with final details

From Iris Sidinish, Monday (26th August 1968)
My dear G & A,

A last scrawl to say please don’t load yourselves down too much, can really get everything here if one looks!
I’'m going to write to one of those places Anne sent re. the generator, and failing that get a very small “caravan™
model new — its only £ 42 but will run lights, Telly & Projector for a few hours which will make all the
difference.

Keeping my fingers crossed for that third reluctant referee but it does look v. promising - how cautious they
all are - I muss all this having an agent.

Wonderful weather again, do hope it holds.

See you Monday, drive v. Carefully -
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6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 29.8.68
Dear Mummy,

Am sending you these two chapters in advance as you may find it easier to have a look at them before we
arrwe. I want to send them off to Joan Thursk for comments by about 7th Sept., so perhaps you could skip
through them. Will bring the rest when we come.

1t now seems that Erik will arrive later than planned, so we may not arrive until Tuesday morning. We may
take 1t more leisurely - and call in_for the film projector on Monday (at Field Head). Perhaps, if you felt like it,

you could giwe us a ring on Sunday evening - as late as possible (i.e. about 10 p.m.) & we should have sorted
things out by then. Otherwise, call in at Sidinish P.O. on Monday before coming to fetch us as I suggested &
we'll phone if we are not going to make it....

1968 — September

It was not until later September, a couple of months before we planned to depart for
fieldwork, that I finally received a definite refusal for my request to work in Assam, having
made one further effort in late August.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
PASSPORT DEPARTMENT :::::::::2:2:: PASSEBORT BRANCE.
NC. PI. 1/66/269, dated Shillong,the \7 MW\ September, 1968.

From:

Shri H.Hazarika,

Under .Secretary to the Government of Assam,
To:

Mr.Alan Macforlane, M.A,,D.Phil., M.Phil.,

6, Milverton Road,
London, N.W. 6, U.K,

Subject :- RESTRICTED AREAS PERMIT TO VISIT ASSAM.

Reference :-Your letter dated 22,8.68 addressed to the Chief Secretary
to the Govt.of Assam,Shillong.

Sir;
I am directed to say that it is not considered an appropriate time
Jfor the visit and you may please think of dropping the matter at the present

time.

Yours faithfully,

j?h”l'm
Under Secretary to the Government of Assam,

™ 17[e
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From Iris, Ward 22, Law Hospital, Thursday (19th September 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

Thank you for a kind letter. Sorry the journey was so endless but you'll have forgotten about it by now. I was
hoping to be able to give you some definite news but everything takes so long - am going up for a test this
morming which should determine what they 're going to do. The previous X-ray only showed what amoeba had
done to my bowel so they've got to_find out if they're still active. If not they'll presumably turn me loose which 1s
what I'm hoping for. Everyone remarks on how well I'm looking and 1 feel slightly ludicrous lying here being
brought meals on trays & wheeled everywhere in an mvalid's chair! Lovely weather too, and I lie and watch
the gulls on the roof opposite & feel terribly homesick - however Jean has brought me a copy of Martin's
"Description of the Western Isles" written in 1695 which is cheering me - fascinating & full of useful hints on
how to make hops out of wild carrots - the drinking habits haven't changed much - "there were two men with a
barrow attending punctually on such occasions. They stood at the door until some became drunk & they carried
them upon the barrow to bed, & returned again to their post as long as any continued fresh, & so carried off the
whole company one by one...! So much of it is unchanged, but one gets the impression of a bustling actie life,
with all the little 1slands rustling with crops. Lots of the old superstitions we met in K. L. and quite a lot about
my stone bumps, & underground houses.

1 have a room to myself which is less amusing but more restful & I have finished Gogol, knitted quite a lot
of a complicated Arran sweater, learnt some more Gaelic & done some work on the census which I enclose. The
total of children includes those not found in the Parish Registers, this will all need to be checked but might do

Jfor your preliminary chapter. Very marked that the fairly prosperous "farmers" didn't keep thewr chaldren at
home, but would need to do more work on the age structure of the families to determine whether this was because
there were no children over that age 1.e. the farmers were actwe, youngish married couples when they weren't
elderly with their children all grown up - if you_follow. Lots of interesting questions are raised, but my theory
that to be old was to be poor rather demolished, "old" being over 55. The F's & M's without brackets are
children whose ages I could fairly accurately presume.

Daddy seems cheerful but John Macfarlane*! & friends have all landed on him for a week so hope it won't
be too much wrestling with the Modern Mastress®. It'll all depend on the weather which he says has been
lovely since you left! He explored the country under the Lee at last & saw a herd of deer & some lovely ruins. 1
have decided to buy a trailer with some of my advance & as I'm sure D. will be very loath to send the L.R.
south wondered if you could hire one or a van & bring all your stuff up in this & the trailer? If you came up
one day & returned the next it shouldn't be too expensive? I'm afraid it'll mean you’re getting the trailer &
comang up before 15th October, but perhaps a nucleus of stuff could be dumped on Granny at the end? Think
it would be best 1f you just arrived + trailer! Not too big a one because of the ferries but will have to leave ths
to you. Enclose a cheque for this but it may cost more of course - forgot to pay my share of the journey but will
remember when 1 see you....

41 His nephew, son of Alan and Jean.
42 Make of the peat-fired stove they cooked on.
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I had a belated reply from Nakane Chie in Japan.

INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL CULTURE
UNLV isde®Y OF TOKYO

Dear Dr. Macfarlane,

aving not_replied to your

r letter came during my «

s my return to Tokyo, I have

he preparation of the International
94, just over. ‘'

I am terribly s@o
letter of May 1, 1968.
absence for U.S., and s
been so much occpied by
Congress, which, thanks |

A

3 zuestions,,my opinions are as

As regards to yo
follows:: - - ¥
a) Khasi language is e/
religion etc. Assamesc
around Khasi Hills. {
b) I must confess my kggu'édge of Khasi Hills is of out |
of date. There seems eoiiiderable change in research /
organizations up there. §'' 1e best way for you is to
contact with Anthropologficil Survey of India, Governemnt
of India, Chowringhee Rif “alcutta. The Vice Director is
a friend of mine, Dr. Stfajit Sinha, Chicago trained
social anthropologist am sure he would give you
up-to-date imfxa informe e The Director is Dr. D.K.

‘ g Longress. Bt L S LT O O e —
involved in administratilo and may offer you suggestions
in this line. s
C) At moment, I have
India, but I am sure 1
d) Khasi Hills is one
Assame -- plitical or o
field work. So far as 1}
(American anthropo’'ogisit)
but I am not sure wheth{er

|
21
i

~ntial when you deal with folklore,
yo%ld bg useful when you travell
e

inite plan for field work in
have agim it in near future.
the least troubled areas in

wise. I am sure you would enjoy
gnow Mrs. Anna Mckormak

had a field work after I had,

she has published it or not.

not bing able to give you

I apoligise indefed | ;
not ak been able to reply

better information and fpavi
to you earlier.
Yours sincerely,
hie Nakane
Associate Professor.
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From Iris, Ward 22, Sunday (23rd September 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,
«oo. The delicious edition of “Cranford’ arrwved yesterday & was very welcome. The illustrations are really lovely
and 1 think this was the edition I first read as I remember the picture of the ladies in thewr patterns, & it all
seems_familiar. Have been gigeling happily through Mrs Jameson's tea-party, quite a relief afier Gogol! Thank
you very much, will keep it for you.

They found no amoeba in my test so it seems that 'm stuck with this shrivelled bowel (ugh!) & nothing
they can do about it. P'm having another X ray on Monday and then they will presumably let me out, have
asked Daddy to come down that day & I think he probably will just to get away from the stove and feeding all
those huge boys!

«.Am keeping my fingers crossed for Josselin next week, & also that you'll hear something definite from
Assam. Am going to browse through Sir Daniel Fleming today and write down some of his dreadful jokes. It’s
hard to believe he's the stern prosecutor of George Fox & Co.

Kind regards to John & Mary*3, hope you're having good weather, thundery here..

From Iris Coach House, Wishaw, Friday (27! September 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

Released! With nothing new to show in the second X-ray and only some palls for my bowel which
apparently has these “spasms™ - it sounds a bit revolting so Ill leave the subject for ever let's hope!

Many thanks for letter & Card, have decided (as you point out) that a trailer would be an extravagance so
will just take up what we can in the L.R. & send the rest by Road Services. I don't think it’s worth your
bringing the stuff right up (ours) & am a lttle worried about leaving it at Field Head in the care of tenants -
so wondered 1f you would think of dumping 1t here? Jean 1s quite willing, & you could perhaps off load some at
Darlington? This would be a convenient place as we could collect it & take it up (or some) on north when
things were more organised - if ever! Also you could bring it whenever it suited you best & without regard to the
letting of Field Head. Mull it over & we can discuss it when we meet, which I hope will be next week-end.
We're staying here till Monday as J & A are going away. Daddy came down yesterday afier several frenetic
phone calls, no letters have been getting through for some reason. .. The boys came down ahead (due to all the
non-arrwal of letters & non-cohesion of plans) & the minute they got in here at 10 p.m. the lights fused - they
weren't at all amused having planned long hot baths etc! I feel very peculiar, disorientated and restless, can’t
work, no gullies to watch — but 1t’s very kind of everyone to have gone to all this trouble.... I'll write again in a
day or two with definite dates about Crowthorne. Daddy panting to get back north!

Winter Term 1968 (S.0.A.S)

I had now transferred to another part of London University, namely the School of
Oriental and African studies, where I was to be supervised by Professor Haimendorf.
There was very little formal teaching and my supervisor was away in Nepal, so I was largely
left to myself. The only teaching I attended was a set of seminars.

Adrian Maver — Politics (SOAS)

11.10.68 G.A. Cohen - Marx
14.10.68 — Andrew Turton — Thailand Politics
21.10.68 — Pat Caplan — Leadership in East African courts

28.10.68 Lionel Caplan — Problems of studying multiple-role societies
4.11.68 Miss Shulkraut — Ashanti

43 Gill's parents, so in Darlington.
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10.11.68 Adrian Mayer — New Guinea Elections

Adrian Mayer, whom I had encountered earlier, was a distinguished anthropologist of India.
Cohen was a noted Marx scholar, and Andrew Turton had transferred with me from the
L.S.E. course. Lionel Caplan was a lecturer in anthropology and an expert on Nepal, and Pat
Caplan was a postdoctoral student at S.O.A.S. who had done her earlier work in East Africa.
Both of them became friends and I met them in Nepal during the course of my fieldwork
there. I do not recall any close contacts with any members of the Department at that stage.

1968 — October

To Keith Thomas 1.10.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6

Dear Keth,

1 think you will have heard from C.U.P, to the effect that they are prepared to accept Josselin, if I'll revise
my material in line with the referees suggestions. This is mainly to thank you_tmmensely for your very kind and
supportwe report, which undoubtedly helped immensely. I really am most grateful.

Knowing how busy you must be I hardly dare take up Mrs. Skinner’s suggestion that I discuss the ‘Mental
World’ section_further with you — I know how you hate acting as a publisher’s nark! If; however, you had a
Jfew spare minutes at any time — perhaps we could have a chat about referee A’s points? I hope to come up to
Oxford for a week-end sometime in October — Friday to Sunday — and wondered if you’d be free at all? Any
time any week-end would do I think. We could either just talk — or, if you had the time — I could send the
retyped draft of “The Mental World” a week or more in advance & you could skim through it. You will have
gathered that I have written a new section on Josselin’s economic life (income/expenditure, investment in
children, agricultural methods etc. — Joan Thirsk could tell you about 1t). If you were at all interested I could
send this too.

Please don’t feel obliged, but it would be nice to see you before we go off to India (mid-November), even if
we didn’t discuss R.J.

Hope you’re all well & had a successful summer book-wise.

To Lady Clay 1.10.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.-W.6

Dear Rosalind,

Very many thanks for your Bamborough post-card; I'm itching to hear how it all went. I presume you will
all be back in Oxford now — if James surowed your peculiar diet and you survived Alec’s tendency to open every
available window. I should think it was great fun.

Our time in the Hebrides was indescribably happy; everything one did seemed fresher and more real, from
eating to sleeping to just sitting or playing the guitar. Naturally, it makes London seem even more oppressive
than usual. Stll, we will only be here for another month or so. Our plans change from moment to moment, but
at present we seem likely to leave London during the first week of November, then go to visit our respective
parents & friends for about 3 weeks & leave for India at the end of November. I hope to visit Oxford one
week-end in October &, as soon as I know which, will let you know. I presume you will not be roving again
this month? Oh, 1 forgot to say; it now looks as if we will be going to Nepal, rather than Assam, since the
Indian Govt. have more or less refused to let us in to the latter. I imagine Nepal will be a wonderfully beautiful
place & am looking forward to that.

You will be relieved to hear that all your hard work on Josselin has not been wasted; I heard from
Cambridge today that they are prepared to publish my study. They suggest a few revisions, but nothing very
substantial. The referees approved of the stylistic suggestions in the margins — some of which were yours! I can
now go ahead and_finish the thing off.
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1 managed to buy a copy of Alice Thornton’s Autobiography for 5/~ the other day as well as one or two
other very good purchases (e.g. Notestein’s English Folk which has an essay on Alice Thornton among others —
is that the essay to which you referred?) — a very good local history bookshop near the B.M. 've been in
correspondence with a Mrs. Bourcier in France who s writing a book on C17 English Diaries. Fascinating
though they are, I've decided Thornton & Newcome’s works are not detaled enough_for a similar study to that
on Josselin to be made (sorry for this tangled sentence!). That leaves me with Pepys & Heywood as last hopes.
Can you think of any others which might be very good? Yes, I've read the Rector’s Book of Clayworth (which,
of course, contains the famous two censuses used by Laslett). It has some very interesting bits in it — but is not
of the same quality as Josselin. As you say, Ponsonby is extremely disappointing, though I suppose he wrote
some time ago.

1 had lunch with Joan Thirsk last week — she had kindly read part of the Josselin typescript — and
discussed Oxford life etc. I gather the Oxford tutors are bringing out a 2 vol. collection of economic and social
documents to supersede Bland, Brown and Tawney etc. She suggested a page from Josselin might be included.

From Keith Thomas 3 October 1968

Dear Alan,

DI'm delighted to hear from Mrs Skinner that the way is now clear for Josselin. When are you coming this way
next? You musn’t farl to do so before you go to India.

P.S.. Have just re-opened this to say many thanks for yr letter which has arrwed this a.m. Just say which
weekend suits you — I'm sure I can fit it in; and send the draft in advance if you like, tho’ I can’t guarantee to
get it done in advance. Bring Gull.

I have included all my letters to Lady Clay, but none of hers to me, partly because they are
scarcely legible, partly because they mainly concern her own life in Oxford. I loved getting
them, but they are only marginally relevant to this account. But just to show their nature, I
will include a scan of the first page of one of the most legible of them (as she comments at the
end of her letter), and the letter itself, full of her delight in hosting James Campbell and the
Rev. Alec Graham and others at Bamborough Castle, where lady Clay had family
connections.
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Letter from Lady Clay on Oct 3 1968 121A Woodstock Road, Oxford

Dear Alan,

1t was a great delight to me to see your handwriting this morning, though life has been spoiling me lately & 1
have come to one of those periods Christ warned people about — when everyone seems to speak well of me, & 1
have felt that I really must be putting up the appearance of being much nicer than I know myself to be.
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Far far too much to tell you, but I will begin with your information. I am very glad to hear about Josselin
& I hope there is not much left to do on 1, so that all will be in hand before you go off. How wonderful to get
Alice Thornton at all, especially at 5/-. The brief study of her that I know was written (in tortured English)
by Mary Shire (?), wife of the vicar of S. Peter in the East — reprinted from Blackwood Nov 1904 in “The
Devout Lady’, a study of Anglican women. A Ponsonby’s ‘Diaries’ was at Bamburgh — the copy I gave my
brother in law at hus request & I carried it off on loan, as I find it peaceful reading bed at night (tho’ vile
print) & it comes out better on 2" reading (introduction better) and anyhow provides a list of many I had never
heard of. Did you ever look at M. Bottrell ‘Every Man a Phoenix’?

1 can’t think my emendations were really much help — just an expression of some of my fads (especially
ONLY & sentences Sybil calls ‘leading one up the garden path’. Where some brief but all important word
comes lagging along behind the rest of the sentence.)

Mr Campbell allowed me to look over K:B McFarlane’s’ Ford & other lectures for misprints only — he did
not allow corrections of the English, though I think in all that I read there was no single instance of ‘only’ being
in the right place, 1.e. next to the word it qualified. My brother in law Reader Bullard and I seem to be the only
people who have views about this. The lectures were (of course) extremely interesting & also valuable for early
Tudors — what a comfort it is to think they will be published fairly soon My Campbell s working with Mr
Cooper and finds him an easy collaborator (but I realise how very kind & tolerant Mr Campbell 1s.)

My younger son Olwer overlapped with him for a_few hours at Bamborough & expressed surprise that he
was ever picked for a tutor — said however brilliant a man is, one important thing, in medicine too, s to be good
at handling people — talking to them & making them talk & he refused to believe, after taking §. C. to his
train of mules away without any real exchange of words, that Mr Campbell could talk, even on his own subject
— said no one had a right to be so shy — O. himself 1s not much of a talker.

My strange venture (on which all my relatives except my younger brother threw buckets of the coldest water)
was apparently a superb success. What I arrived at was sharing a place I find inexpressibly beautiful &
interesting with some people I am interested in (including my Nurse Amy Dorrell & her husband), and also
trying to make some easter contacts with people at College so as to overcome this tiresome gaucherie of mine. 1
really do believe everyone enjoyed it as much as I did — I had a rapturous letters from Richard Fletcher & Mr
Graham & Mr Campbell really looked happy.

We saw a lot of marvellous places (thought the sea was too rough for the Faroes) — Northam, Berwick,
Holy Island, Ladykirk, Etal Chillingham, Flodden Ford, Old Berwick (perhaps the best of all — small
Norman Church), Kirk Newton, Yeavering (Mr Graham climbed Yeavering Bell in 23 muns. the other 2 strung
along behind him), Warkworth & Dunstanborough & Alnwick — and 2 of them did Seaton Delavel. Mr
Campbell & Richard were extremely thorough, exploring tombs minutely, often with the aid of a match &
reading nearly every inscription — and also were thrilled by the Chillingham wild cattle which they saw from
about 20 yards away (I have neve been so near).

At Etal we went to look for a salmon leap: the clear brown river was in terrific spate so none were jumping
but a speecheless little farr haired girl of about 5 years was playing with a tame Tawney owl in the farmyard-
cum-castle & I noticed Mr Campbell is deeply intersted in animals & birds (also in guns — at Berwick &
Bamborough )— I did not see guns at Berwick but he said the gun-emplacements were in such good condition
that the place could have been used in the last war.

1 usually went with them but not always & in the evenings or when it rained they much appreciated the
large “dripdown’ (which has never yet been proof against rain) — 2 large steady tables & v. good light from part
of the roof being glass.

They all got a lot of reading one. It was lovely to have them so friendly & appreciative & easy to feed. My
dear nurse (who has a passion_for the place & was always indulging in gush which sounds too good to be true
but 1s not) not only cooked but did the catering too & brought up 2 vast cakes. My dictatorial younger sister
maintained that they did not get enough to eat, but I don’t believe it. Without my Nurse the whole thing would
have been impossible & she became devoted to them (& Mr Campbell opened out to her, anyway). I could not
have expected any time to be so happy & there was one absolutely extra blessing —my beautiful sister Maggre,
lwing 2 doors away & in constant pain, kept telling peple that my short visits to her (often twice a day) were a
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real joy because I was one of the few people who did not treat her like a blithering idiot — I have never been so
close to her in my life (our interests & habits are totally different)!

You seem to have had the same patch of unalloyed happiness in the Hebrides — I am so glad. We spoke
often about you. My long silence was no sign of forgetting you.

Looking forward to your farewell visit to Oxford — work seems to be going to be very scanty with me (tho’
this time last year it was excesswe) — but I have masses of sewing (odious job) & work in neglected garden to
get thro’, & of course quantities of reading. My darling nun (whom I shall muss terribly) walked in at
Bamborough one day: also I have another (even more promising) from Sacred Heart.

1 have just recewved a letter from one of my American R.C. pupils who is hoping to come to do a job in
London, from next fune — graduated as a history Major at Trinity College, Washington & would be willing
to ‘scrub floors® if only she could be in England, but what would be wonderful would be to be a research
assistant to a professor in the Unwversity of London. You are absolutely the only person I know connected to
London & I think I can’t gwe her any help at all nor suggest how to set about it. As far as I remember she was
pretty bright — name s Elizabeth Gome. Any 1deas for helping her?

What my visitors said seemed to come really from the heart and made me idiotically happy and able to
withstand unpleasant news — e.g. Jill’s departure looms up on 9" & I have scarcely seen her & her son fames
on arrwal at Unw. of W Indies Jamaica had the car, on Univ. premuises, broken into & every blessed thing
stolen — clothes, passport & and all the forms issued by the University for him & for his sister to enter
Birmingham Univ for her clinical work — as he is slightly disgruntled with life anyhow, it is horrible to think of
this happening.

1 hope this is more legible than usual — written on kitchen table — will need hours to read Ian & his girl
have decided never to get married & she is moving out soon — they don’t seem to have quarrelled & neither
seem heartbroken. Rosalind

From Iris  Field Head, Tuesday (8th October 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

An easy drunk-free journey back & I was very glad of the rug as it got nippy at the end - thank you for the
kind thought in bringing it - & for the nice supper. I seem to have got away before another of the South-east
monsoon hit London, here it is soft & sunny & we've picked lots of blackberries, wish I had my jelly-bag. We
went into Kendal to-day & found a tin tub & El San and some rabbit wire so are all set to spend the winter. 1
haven't broached the subject of the van yet but will do so in the next day or two. I got the Xeroxes from Mass
Macpherson, am interested to see that Jervis Tallant (the tiresome Daily Labourer) appears on the list of the
poor recewing aid in 1695! I will spend a day in the archives shortly. No sign of a tenant yet but shan't hang
about too long waiting, am getting spoilt and dependant again. ..

1t was lovely seeing you, do hope Gill's cold is better. It must be awful leaving all her poor troubled people.
1 can understand 1t better after my traumatic bus trips. Still think sadly of my poor smelly couple on their bench
in Preston Bus Shelter and I suppose they were better off than some. Awful floods near where you're going, hope
it won't affect your plans. Wonder how the Nepalese lessons are going?
oo We're writing about a little American generator going for £'11, feel there must be some snag though. Sorry
Jor a scrawl, Rendal has sapped my energy, a million road drills ripping it to bits....

My first published article appeared on the 10% of October, as follows:
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ANTHROPOLOGY'S FAILU

Population growth is much more than a que
A whole set of social attitudes are involved,

We are rapidly moving towards a population catas-
trophe which will make past plagues and two world
wars seem insignificant by comparison. There will not
be enough food to go round. By 1900, world popula-
tion had reached about 1§ billion: by the year 2000
it will be at least six billion, unless it is halted by
thermonuclear war or massive epidemics.

In 1953 the United Nations warned people that it
was “ecasily possible that the means of producing the
necessities of life will not be increased as rapidly
as population grows, and that the level of living
of the world's peoples will be depressed as their
numbers increase.” Today, with the general failure
of most family planning campaigns and a growth

GROWTH
OF WORLD million
POPULATION
3000
iy
o 1000 , 4 1900 %0
10000 8C 1 AD 17501850 1950

ol population that  the 1960s outstrips even the
highest United Nations projections  of the early
1950s, the situation looks much grimmer. Probably
islands— Mauritius and Java, for instance—will suffer
first. Then America will no longer be able to feed
India. When the “third world™ collapses, our markets
and supplies of raw materials will be closed. The
western economy will topple.

What contribution may social anthropologists make
to the urgent research needed to mitigate this dis-
aster (it is already too late to-.completely avoid i0?

To live for a while in a pre-industrial society is a
necessary part of a social anthropologist's training.
This soon brought home the importance of birth,
marriage and death to the early field-workers. These
“vital statistics” and the social framework of repro-
duction (kinship and marriage), might have made:
ardent demographers ‘of anthropologists. Surpris-
ingly. this did not happen,

Demography is basically concerned with changes
over “time in' the structure of population. Most
anthropological studies have tended to be static
cross-sections of a-particular society-at-the point at
which it was visited by the ficld-worker. Perhaps
b of this, i igators have showed only a
slight interest in demography. The normal field-
- situation means that the evidence gathered from
“informants is impressionistic and non-statistical. The
description is either of what oughr to happen or
what was thought to happen. There has been the
fatal tendency, inherent in every discipline, to let the

ature of the evidence dictate the problems, rather

‘inations of particular regions \in France and Eng-

. the pre-ind:

PULATION CRI!

stion of contraception.
which need investigation.

Notes and Queries in  Anthropology, to collect
“urgently needed” material “for the study of the
relation between demographic conditions and social
institutions.” But they have seldom gone beyond
broad classifications of the population by overall
number, age and sex. Any latent enthusiasm for
demographic information waned when it became
clear that most native informants were hazy about
their age and even hazier about past trends in popula-
tion figures. Without written records, all attempts
to assess population changes seemed doomed.

There are some exceptions ¥ this picture; and
from social surveys some extremely useful statistical
data were extracted, particularly on Africa. But the
continued absence of a general interest in the subject
is shown by the various mouthpieces of the anthro-
pological profession. The Biennial Review of Anthro-
pology for 1959 to 1965, the Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute, Man, the various mono-
graphs of the Association of Social Anthropologists
and even the British Journal of Sociology scarcely
contain any references or articles on population by
British anthropologists. Practically the only worth-
while contribution is an article by Mary Douglas in
the British Journal of Sociology for September 1966,
which shows the vital importance of prestige. rather
than direct economic factors, in determining popula-
tion control.

Nor. to judge from the American Anthropologist,
are American colleagues more interested. The text-
books offered to anthropology students scarcely men-
tion demographic features. Neither “population’ nor *
“demography” will be found in" the indexcs of the
recent general textbooks by Beattie and Lienbhardt.

If we compare the situation in anthropology to that
in allied disciplines, the gaps seem even worse. In
the last ten years the forceful application of demo- °

. Alén Ma'cfarlan:é‘ =%5

* graphic:methods to historical muderial has not only -

revolutionised demography, it has cleared the space

: for a whole new discipline—historical sociology.

Already important works have appeared and
special institutes have becn set up to study “popula-
tion and social structure”™—for instance, that at
Cambridge under Peter Laslett and E. A. Wrigley.
C qllcclions of essays such as Population in History
Fdlll‘d by Glass'and Eversley, and the very stimulat-
ing spring 1968 issue of the' American magazine
Dax-dah_u. which is entirely devoted to “historical
population studies,” show the sophisticated state that
analyses have already reached: The detailed exam.

land by Goubert, Wrigley and others have destroyed
many of 'thc_ accepted theories and suggested others.
We are discovering that there was birth control
in Stuart England; that Europe had a “unique mar~
riage paltern."'qombining high age at marriage with
a large proportion of never married persons; that
the small “:;:c}c::r" family predominated in most of
re: rial west; that one of the maj
permitting the accumulation ofoclpleh‘;“n,z:!rmcr:
;:?m::l cxpans(ijon ‘in the late 18th century was
late flage and the consequent slo: pulatic
growth—roughly one. quarter 3’611\.'.';’[*,” e
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hropology’s
failure

*Historical Population Studies”
(Dacdalus, Spring, 1968)
Mary Douglas, “Population
control in primitive groups”
(British Journal of Sociology,
xvit No. 3. 1966)

R. Freedman, “The Sociology
of human fertility™ (Current
Sociology x/x1 No. 2, 1961-62)
D. V. Glass and D. E. C, Evers-
ley (eds), Population in History
(Arnold, 1965)

P. Hauser and O. Duncan (eds),
The Study of Population (Chi-
cago, 1959)

David Riesman., The Lonely
. _Crowd (Yale, 1961)
- Richard Titmuss, Social Policics
and  Population Growth in

annum in the 200 years before industrialisation.

As usual, as many problems have been created
as solved. Why were there such differences in pre-
industrial fertility decline between different groups
and different areas? Why did the fertility of the
British peerage fall steadily between about 1620 and
17402 Why did so many people remain unmarried?
Why was marriage age so high—between 20 and 30
for both men and women—and what conscquences
did such a marital structure have on sexual norms?
Why was birth control introduced in parts of 18th
century France and what methods were used to
limit families in 17th century England? Why did
plague die out in England in the 7th century when
mortality from other discases was rising and when
there had been no significant advances in medical

hniq for dealing with epidemics?

The impetus from French demographers is paral-
leled by the enormous energy of American socio-
logists. In the construction of “analytic frameworks
for the study of variables allecting fertility,” in many
detailed analyses of areas of South America, the
United States and the Far East, Kingsley Davis,
Judith Blake, J. Mayone Stycos, Frank Lorimer and
others have—like the historical demographers—sug-
gested a mass of hypotheses which it will take the
skill of all the social sciences working in collabora-
tion to test. Much of this stimulating work was
summed up some time ago by Ronald Freedman in
a report in Current Sociology for 1961-62, and there
are proliferating studies in the periodical Demo-
graphy.

Where could the anthropologists begin to contri-
bute?

There is now a considerable literature on the
social factors which influence fertility rates. Until
recently it was argued that fertility would be high in
non-industrialised societies. Children were desired
and cheap to raise; the extended family spread the
cost of increasing population: the system of inherit-
ance encouraged the subdivision of holdings. People
wanted children both for emotional and-“religious™

wuritius  (repril Cass,

‘Nations, The Determin-
 Consequences of Popu-
rends (Population Stu
1953)

the publications
the text the fol-
a basic intro-

(ed), The

T to i the line, pray for them when
dead, or salisfy the gods—and as an insurance against
sickness and old age. They realised that, with very
high infant and child mortality, many heirs would
be lost before adulthood and therefore “spares™ were
needed (see graph below).

Then, according to the older hypotheses, comes the
demographic and economic revolution. Prolonged
education makes children more expensive, and fac-
tories mean that the labour of a new generation
goes to employers rather than into the family hold-
ing. The nuclear family emerges, freed from its
wider ties, and there is not such a wide group to
share the cost of producing many children. Other
institutions take over insurance against sickness and
old age.

Increasing mobility, both geographical and social,
emphasises the value of having a small family. The
death rate has dropped and people see that it is
no longer necessary to have many children to ensure
) ival of some. There are new consumer goods

in—cars, houses, leisure—and children as

_attractive. Contraceptive techniques im-

sources of prestige, insurance and spiritual welfare -

- the disincentive 1o spend much on specia

trol without correspo
not occurring. The ra
tion in recent years, the
show no sign of having
Jiving in rural areas. the

Furope was not a necessary resul
social change, bound to happen whe
isation occurred, It was the resul th
in a society which already had a particu
kinship and marriage, and considerabl
serves. -

We urgently need further rescarch on th
of various factors on fertility,. Why, we may
did fertility decline in Spain, a deeply Cat
strongly rural society with low social mobility ar
late, limited industrialisation from the late 18th
century onwards? The whole hypothesis of t
“demographic transition” is now in question and
hence all optimism based on it is suspect. o

Research is also needed on the methods and effects
of fertility changes. What happens to the status
women, family life and the labour market when
birth control is introduced? How does information
flow on family planning; along what lines of com-
munication, by what pressures? How do reactions
vary with different techniques, different social struc-
tures? i

The cost of very high fertility to the individual
mother in terms of time, pain and insecurity, is be-
coming steadily more obvious. The wider economic
effects of very rapid population growth on the econ-
omy is also becoming clearer. The United Nations
Determinants and Consequences of Population Trends =
some time ago made it clear that the growth rates
in many parts of the underdeveloped world make
capital lation impossible and increase un-
employment. The growing school of “economic
anthropology”™ could well explore these issues. s

Less studied have been the non-demographic effects
of various mortality rates. Until recently the aver-
age society studied by anthropologists would have
an expectation of life at birth of between 20 and 35
years. Roughly a quarter of the children born alive
would be dead at the end of their first year of life.
Approximately a quarter of the marriages would last
the full child bearing period without onc of the
partners dying. More than half a dozen of a person's
close relatives would have died by the time he was
25 (brothers and sisters, parents, uncles and aunts).
That is ing that he reached the age of 25, for
there was only a small chance of doing so. (Sce
chart below.) -

If one reads anthropological accounts of primitive
socielies, one §cldom gains an insight into this world
of Id and freq death. As an article
in the Biennial Review of Anthropology for 1963
mat_ie clear, “medical anthropology™ is still at a very
rudimentary stage. The difficulties of transmitting
“culture™ when a third of the total population dies
off every ten years; the huge waste of resources
(caleulated to be 22.5 per cent of the national income
in many underdeveloped countries by the United
Nations) through the loss of childi .
become producers; the effects of
homes on emotional relationships

ithin the fa

DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION:

“tion when people are so likely to die—and

MORTALITY 8Y AGE
stagel
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training of replaceable “role-performers” rather than
individualists: these are some of the possible conse-
quences of high mortality. The constant assertion
that ties, especially: with children and between
husband and wife, are never deep because they are
likely to be terminated at any moment by death, is
only one of the hypotheses open to anthropological
and comparative study.

To probe further into the traditional hunting
grounds of anthropologists: it is becoming clear. as
V. W. Tumer has pointed out, that endless discus-
sions of witcheraft and other beliefs about the causa-
tion of illness must contain discussions of medical
and demographic factors. How true is it, for example,
that medical improvements in modern Africa will
rescue the “‘disease-logged™ societies from what many
western observers consider to be “irrational” fears?
The whole realm of the interrelation between demo-
graphic features and “cosmologies™ has scarcely been
scratched: beliefs about ancestors, the causation of
misfortune, the after-life, space and time,. all are
likely to be affected by the current demographic
movements which are radically changing life-expecta-
.tions and experiences.

Many other aspects of demography would greatly-

contribute to anthropological discussions, A com-
parative analysis of the cffects of various age-struc-
tures on attitudes and institutions would be reward-
ing. Pre-industrial England, with fairly high adult
morlality rates, and also high age at marriage. prob-
ably had a structure which we might call two-
generational. Two generations would, normally, be
alive simultaneously (see diagram below).

When expectation of life remains roughly the
same, but age at marriage is much lower (as in many
traditional “'primitive” societies), there would be a
three-generation overlap. But when, as in present-day
America, and, to a lesser degree, parts of Europe,
fairly low marriage age is combined with a tremend-
ous increase in expeclation of life. then we have the
unprecedented “four-generation family ™

The dramatic effects of these structures on inter-
generational relationships, and the transmission of
power and wealth, is obvious but unstudied.

The different shapes of the age-pyramids in the typi-
cal pre- and_post-“demographic transition” situations
is equally important (see diagram, below right). The
society where over 50 per cent of the population is
under 20 years of age has given way. in our own
century and in England, to a structure more weighted
towards middle and old age. There is growing debate
about the consequences of this for the old. But-the
many other repercussions. and the situations where
it is happening ten times faster than in Britain, have
been little analysed. Anthropologists swere. at one
time, fond of discussing “joking relationships™
between grandparents and grandchildren. They sel-
dom seem to have stopped to consider whether the
demographic situation would leave any grand-
parents alive to joke with.

leewnse, population density and the speed of
population growth will not only affect the economic
structure, they may well shape personaluy and per-
ccpuon “There have been few advances in this field
since David Riesman bravcly attempted to relate
personality-types to curves in populanon trends in
The Lonely Crowd. Here, as elsewhere in the rela-
tions belween population and society, the fundamen-

lal problem js one of the most exciting in the social

sciences—and one raised by, among others, Durk-

" fifty years. At the other extreme, there are-still soc-

heim and Lévi-Strauss—namely

tions between statistical tendencies and socia

tudes? - e
Anthropolog:sls often speak of lh J

polognst interested in dcmography is in
larly curious state.

At one extreme, there are some wmcrn
like our own, with patterns of longevity. laree n
bers of old people. few marriages broken by deatl
death mainly caused by degenerative rather t
epidemic diseases. These societies present unprecedent-
ed features which have only emerged during the last.

ieties which exhibit those classic characteristics asso-
ciated with high fertility and mortality. In between
there are many societies moving from “primitive”to. *~ -
modern European patterns. I have suggested some of
the social and mental repercussions of all these differ-
ent situations, What appears likely to happen, how-
ever—and to provide the final terrible dimension to
the overall piclurc—is that some societies will start
sliding downhill again.

Signs of this on an economic level are begmmng
to appear. In 1967, we are told, each’ person on :
earth had 2 per cent less to eat—although. obvio- y *
ously, the loss was unequally divided. In the 1970s
this process will accelerate. Some of the conse-
quences in the field of social administration and
maintenance of order have been outlined in Pro-
fessor Titmuss's recently reissued work on Mauritius.
But the effects of growing ill-health, increasing epi-
demics, deterioration of housing. widespread malnu-
trition, leading into absolute starvation. have scarcely
been explored by social anthropologists, Field-
workers are going to find their investigations increas-
ingly impinged on by such factors. Unequipped intel-
lectually for such a situation, they are likely either to
continue to ignore the evidence of misery or to be
completely baffled.

When Professor Titmuss investigated the Mauri- - ~ e
tian population he was forced to “try to break out
of western specialisations and combine the insights - poe |
of the economist, historian, anthropologist, demo-
grapher, political scientist and doctor.” Future work -
to mitigate the population crisis will need to follow 3
such cross-disciplinary teamwork. The “anthro-
pologist.” who seems to be growing increasingly in-
terested in statistics and urban sociology and hence Tt
likely to be receptive to demography, will both bene- S
fit from and advance such research. He will provide
a constant reminder of the importance of studying
values and attitudes, as well as the more strictly
material aspects of the problem. He will find that
demographic analysis, which is. above all, an attempt
to describe social process, will help him to make the
long-announced transition from static analysis to a s
framework which can deal with social change. ) £*

Not only will he analyse new topics, but his dis- . . e |
cussions of conventional topics such as kinship, ’ : .
land tenure, witchcraft, will be improved consider- 3 25 P
ably. Equipped with the United Nations manuals on e |
methods and the training in basic demography, - . :
which so few university departments of anthropology T ;
now provide, he will be well placed, in his small- P
scale way, to collect the detailed statistics and atti-
tude surveys which are urgently needed. It is hoped
that he will also not shrink from the larger task of 3 ; S
making heroic speculations. T X AN

THE TWO,. THREE AND FOUR GENERATION TYPE SOCIETIES
(the degree of overlap is dictated by a combination of
mortality rates and age at marriage)

stage Il

stagel stage Il
Qalive a1 any

one point in time

AGE-STRUCTURES OF s
stage 1l 2 - s

TYPICAL UNDERDEVELOPED  stagel
AND DEVELOPE®S COUNTRIES

-

219



6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6., 12.10.68
Dear M. & D.,

Many thanks for your Tuesday letter. I hope this will catch you before you migrate north to your winter
Jfastness. 1 enclose the cover of Martin's book. I went to the 2nd-hand shop but couldn't get you a copy - but
they are keeping a look out for it so you may get a note about it in the next couple of years. If so, buy it (if not
too expensive.) & put it down on my account (will explain). I did manage to buy some short articles on burial
mounds in Lewts etc. & two books of Hebridean folk stories/poems by Fiona McLeod. Gill says they are very
good. Will bring them up with us. Oh, before I forget. I've ordered two small storage shelves to be sent, one to
Field Head and one ¢/0 McBrayne's, Lochmaddy (for keeping tomato boxes on). They should be marked "to
await arrwal’ (Field Head) and 'to be collected” (Lochmaddy). But could you keep an eye open for them. They
were very cheap. Talking of buying things; wonder what happened about the American generator. Glad you
managed to buy El-san etc. Do remember to leave us a pile of stuff (essential/less-essential) in the shed to bring
up, and let us know if there is anything you still need from London. I am wondering whether to buy a cheap
Sibre-glass spinning rod & cheap reel - rather than taking good things out. I can't see why the fishing shouldn't
be super. One other thing I wanted to ask you was about medicine. Is it possible to buy things like penicillin etc.
out there do you think? It seems that one immediately is made into the local doctor in a village & 1t would be
most useful - but, anyhow, we couldn't bring it with us from England.

Continuing with the subject of medicine. We had our injections for T.1.A.B., cholera & smallpox on
Monday. Felt a bit seedy, but not too bad. My pronunciation ts gradually improving with the language lab. but
1 haven't any clue of what the words mean. There appears to be hardly anything written about Nepal.

My New Soc. article came out on Thursday, but the fan mail has not started to pour in! I will send you a
copy when I've done some duplicating. No cheque for it yet , nor anything about advances from C.U.P. But I
have heard from the grant people who wanted me to refund some of my grant and am very relieved to say that
they had 'reconsidered’ the position & decided that I am an exceptional case! I expect now they will ask _for
money back _from the profits of my witcheraft book! Still the financial position is not at all bad - though I am
not suffering from manic euphoria, Mummy!

Interesting to hear about Jervis Talent. I'm longing to do a chapter on poverty in K-L. Those lists you have
should provide the material for a_fascinating correlation with the other material...

To David Seddon 12.10.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6

... L imagine one must get into some pretty awful moral dilemmas as a freldworker — as I will soon_find out.
Wonder how the survey information came out. Are the punched cards any use, or too refined? Am just beginning
to fret about all these things as we will be setting off for Nepal soon (Assam having refused us entry). We've
had preliminary imections & ve started on language lab. course in Nepali.

There seems to be hardly any written material on Nepal — a week’s reading at the most. Don’t know if this
is a good thing or not. Am filling in leisure hours reading trendy books — Marcuse, McLuchan etc. Just about

Sfinished Understanding Media. You’re right, it’s a splendid book — far superior to the drivel produced by most
anthropologists. 1t will be fascinating to study the effects of rapid changes in media in Nepal with the
imtroduction of printing, electricity etc. Make a_fascinating thesis in itself.

Actually, the scope of my interests — or the demographic side of them — is indicated by the enclosed article
which has at last appeared in New Society. Am also interested in beliefs re. causation (witcherafl etc.), but it
all ties in. Incidentally you might be interested to contact New Soctety about an article; they seem fairly keen to
have pueces from the field. I've mentioned your name to Paul Barker, the editor and said you might contact
ham.... Talking of articles — your piece should be coming out at some point in the L.S.E. magazine — but 've
lost contact with the other editor (who s trying to scrape together undergraduate contributions) so I don’t know
when this will be, but will keep you in touch.

To return to Nepal: we leave London on Nov. 11" and England at the end of November, so letters to this
address will reach us until then. S.0.A.S. where I am now attached, seems a_friendlier place (tho’ many of the

faces are the same — Anne Sharma, Mrs Hayley, Dore etc), though the library is chaotic. Nothing of great
wntellectual interest, however, I think. Am going to M. Douglas’ postgraduate seminars which may be better.
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Glad to say that my second book (did I mention it — a biography) has just been accepted by Cambridge
UP.

12.10.68 6, Milverton Road, London, N.W.6.

Dear Katherine [Levine],.... You do write nicely & your descriptions were most evocatwe. I think your letters
will turn out to be historical documents! They will certainly be filed away very carefully...

We have been refused permussion for Assam so are hoping to go to Nepal. If all goes o.k. we leave London on
Nov. 11th & England at the end of the month. We hope to live in a tribal society, at about 4,000 feet
(climate/scenery /vegetation like Switzerland) not too far from Kathmandu. The sort of things we will be
studying are partly outlined in the enclosed prece from New Society which has at last come out. Probably too
ambutious, but we'll see. Have had preliminary injections, started language lab. Nepali and poked my nose into
S.0.4.5. which seems a_friendly place. (There haven't been any seminars yet...). The Library seems chaotic,
but the general atmosphere far superior to L.S.E., though, perhaps, even lower powered. Adrian Mayer is acting
head in F-H's absence.

We're just at the stage of wondering whether we need to take tolet paper, toothbrushes, beads for the natwes etc.
Perhaps Caplan will help. (I see your ex-tutor David Parkin has an article on witch-hunting cults in the latest
Man). Gill will be finishing her job in about three weeks & is going through the painful process of saying good-
bye to all her 'clients'. I am spending much of my time trying to get a book finished — on the C17 clergyman &
his Duary. It has been accepted for publication by the Cambridge U.P. & I know that it will slip out of my
mind if I leave 1t (also need the money when we come back to start our Research Centre). In the brief intervals
Jfrom this rush round London trying to find pedometers, tape-recorders, insurance companies etc. All this
interspersed with reading McLuchan, Marcuse etc. 1t all keeps me with the happy illusion that I am busy! 1
don't know how you managed to keep so placid and calm just before you lefi!

From Keith Thomas 13 October 1968

Forgwe my delay in answering. Maddeningly, we are already booked up on the Saturday evening 26 Oct.
which would have been the obvious time to meet. So perhaps you and Gill could come and have supper on the
Sunday 27" — in time to get a train back that might if that is what you have to do? ... So come soon afier six if
you’d like to talk about Josselin beforehand. And we could eat at 7.30. Do send the draft in advance if you
would like to, but I can’t alas guarantee to have done anything about it before you arrive as term is now on me
with all its chores.

Do you have a bed for the night by the way? We may still be in chaos here as we have workmen in the house
putting central heating in, but there would certainly be somewhere for you both to sleep, and you’d be very
welcome.

From Iris  Field Head, Sunday (13th October 1968)
My dear Gill & Alan,

The house full of the smell of botling blackberry & apple, always a sad smell reminding me of returns to
school & to India. Am determaned to try to use some of my apples though. The weather has been generally wet
& windy, very windy i _fact & all the leaves being blown off the trees even before they've turned. We have been
sorting and packing and cutting grass, we're sending off three boxes and two bedsteads by goods train on
Tuesday & Daddy having near-apoplexy at all the rest which I plan to put into the Land Rover. He 1s
agreeable to your idea of the van, the only thing he says s to see that it has had an MOT test about 6 months
ago, one wouldn't expect a £ 60 van to last longer than a year but wouldn't want a big outlay straight off- I'm
going to write to Roy Henderson about selling the L.R. as Preston would be quite a good place for you to dump
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1t? The other thing, Daddy took the middle-sized camera to sell & they said they would part-exchange it for a
pair of binoculars. The difference was £°6 & this seems the best idea unless you have already got him some? If
you & Anne would like to contribute £'1 or so each (actually I still owe you 10/~ so take that off!) that would
make ham a lovely present. He has seen & likes the glasses.

coe L have been doing some name cards in the evenings but am fretful to get down to some more work, life is
undermining comfortable here.... We've sent for the generator on appro.

... Hope Josselin s going well & the typing not too boring, have just seen a_film about Nepal, the Tibetan
refugee camp there, sad but charming. Hope the injections didn't upset you...

P.S. Could you send a p.c. to ¢/0 Hawkshead P.O. re binoculars?

From Iris Field Head, Outgate, Thursday (24th October 1968)
Dear Gill & Alan,

Have just done a completely dotty thing, let the house for the winter to 3 young people wandering up with a
horse & cart to start a communaty on the west coast of Scotland! Shiver to think was Beryl will say when she
sees them, the girl is dressed in a long brown woollen cloak to her ankles but they are absolutely delightful,
idealistic, musical, vegetarian etc. and I can't think of anyone who 1'd rather have here. They are friends of
Donovan’s & just finished at Art School, but very gentle and civilised - can't pay much rent but we might not
have got a winter rent anyway & my fussy elderly gent backed out yesterday. Fiona will be well in her element
with them & be able to come here when she likes, feel very happy about it.

Spent the day in Kendal, but only a brief visit to the archives. I'm afrard. Maiss M. away. The only reference
Jor the census 1s Rydal Hall Collection, D/Ry. no numbering done yet! I went to a sale & bought knives &
Jorks & we went in search of El San etc. (to collect them) but shops shut all day now on Thursdays. Our
generator came yesterday but it turned out to be D.C. (might have guessed being American) so it went back to-
day! Will see if they have anything else. I've done none of my social chores, feel so totally out of touch &
unwilling to pick up useless threads & anyway too tired one way & another. Our heavy boxes have gone off by
goods, we're spending Tuesday night with the Cowans** and Wednesday on Skye as we feel we must arrive in
the morning to warm the croft up. It is still patchy weather-wise here, but the trees beautiful, no regrets at all
about leaving, traffic still appalling & all the best of Rendal being hammered to bits. Daddy enjoying his
Olympics® very much though & we couldn't have timed it better that way....

L'll leave a little pile of stuff in the shed which you can bring up if you can, your stuff will be there (sldes in
the tin_filing box) & letters in brown suitcase. Was going to lock the shed but won't bother now, hope they
don't put the horse in it. She is the chief reason they are "wintering" here as she is in_foal, & they dote on her.
They plan to lwe in the kitchen _for economy's sake so I don't think will harm anything, anyway you'll be able
to report when you come through! Better not tell Granny!

Hope some reaction has arrived re. the article, it always takes time to_filter through (I only got two letters,
one critical & one trying to sell me books!) I'm looking forward to seeing it but won’t expect a private copy.

To Keith Thomas 16.10.1968 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6
Dear Keth,

Thank you for your letter and kind invitation for us both to come to supper on Sunday 7". That would be
lovely, and we look forward to seeing you soon afier six to discuss Josselin. I think we’ll be returning to London
by car. I think we won’t have to put you to the trouble of providing us with beds — thank you all the same.

1 enclose some bits & preces. Two of the chapters youve already seen, two are new. The economic ones
obviously need re-arrangement. Land-sales & debts need separate treatment apart from annual income. It’s all
rather clumsy stuff, meant merely to provide a background to the later sections. Don’t worry if you don’t have a
chance to look at it until we meet. I also enclose a short piece of exhortation which might amuse you just
published;* please keep it if it is of any interest.

44 Friends in Edinburgh; Pat was Alan’s godmother.
45 Olympic Games held in Mexico City, 12th - 27th October 1968
46 An article on ‘Anthropology and Population’ in New Society.
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To Keith Thomas 29.10.68 6, Milverton Road, London N.W.6
Dear Keith and Valerie,

Thank you_for a wonderful_finale to a most happy last visit to Oxford; it was an evening we will look back
to wistfully as we chew our rice and sip our dysentery-filled water! I do hope that when we return/retire to
Field Head we will be able to reciprocate some of your hospitality & that you will both come and stay (if you
haven’t changed your mind about America. ...!). Thank you also, Keith, for once again sacrificing your very
valuable time to read my stuff. I shudder to think where I would now be if I had been without all your help—
you know that if I can help in any way n return with the ‘great work’ I would willingly do so (tho’ I suppose
there 1s little I can do on the slopes of Annapurnal). After all your kindnesses 1 feel awful asking for two further
Savours but I wondered a) if I had left any of Josselin behind with you &, if so, you could possible post it on to
me at the above addess... b) I hope you don’t mind, but I've given your name as a referee to S.0.4.S. on an
application for a school grant for when we return_from Nepal (to help when we are writing up the material).
Please say if this is too much trouble;

Again thank you both for a wonderful evening. I hope you enjoy America — but not too much! — and that
everything goes well with you.

From Iris Sidinish, Sunday (30th October 1968)
My dear G. & A.,

Thank you_for your letter and for the information re. trees and blueberries which sounds intriguing - what
do you do with them I wonder except grow them on hills and write songs about them? Presumably eat them but
of course nobody here will, ooh noo! As usual when I return here I am filled with wild plans and dreams, but

Jfind no time to do anything but trail backwards and forwards from the tap. We had very heavy rain last night
and went out to_find the veg. patch under a foot of water so Daddy had to dig drains quickly, drainage s in
fact going to be an important part of any growing obviously. “The rowan trees seem to be all right by the way,
though without their leaves.

1 am very sorry, but I left the K. L. map in the shed for you to bring up, carried out a tray of maps and
papers and Daddy let out such groans of horror that I took them away. So I don’t know what the map was
exactly, but if you are going up to Field Head you will find the papers (original census Xeroxes) on one of the
book shelves. The map here 1s O.S. 2 72" to mile SD68 (Lancashire). If you will be returning to London
with the van, perhaps you would take the cardboard box marked "Anne” which has some bits and pueces for
her - fragile glasses chiefly. Otherwise she can pick them up on her way through, or we can. Don’t bother
with the jug and basin, don’t want them at the moment.

Daddy went to Lochmaddy to seek out the builder yesterday and returned with our luggage, two coffins, a
book box and two bed-springs which got here in ten days for £3.13.0 so if you are thinking of any books for
here I should try and put them in a box and send them goods train and save lugging them in a van. We
couldn’t fit in any rush bottomed chairs, but what we would really like if you could manage is the tin tub we
ordered from Maddleton’s in Kendal - this could have things in it, so not take up too much room. I don’t want
to complicate things for you as you'll have more than enough to think about and it won’t be too long before we
are down again ourselves. I hope you will have some luck with the van, but don’t worry, you can only choose
the best you can and can’t be responsible if it doesn’t turn out well. As long as it gets you to your various
destinations and here. Feel so sorry that you have such a disturbed month ahead, with so many wrenching
good-byes but this seems the pattern of lLwing for our famuly.

We have been busy organising our funny litle hovel, went through the work piles today and only found a
few wet iventories which I dried out and will be legible, shall never leave things uncovered again. I'm afraid
the shelves you ordered haven’t yet arrived, nor at Field Head, but they will be most useful. As soon as I've got
things straight we shall have to pack the whole lot up and move into the byre or somewhere, we saw the Clerk
of Works on Monday and he 1s ordering materials and the builder admutted that he wasn’t so busy nowadays -
but hope you will fit in_your visit furst. It is very warm at the moment, but Daddy, has been fitting draught
proofing and plastic sheets over the windows ready for this terrible Winter. ...
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Thank you_for your article which I would like to send to Brenda, but will ask her to return - it reads very
well. I'm impressed that you have two publishers interested already, but I imagine the thought of preparing
another book is too much to contemplate at the moment. I should think it made a lot of people uncomfortable but
they quickly thought of something else.... I'm very glad JJosselin is being approved of, and hope you will be able
to leave feeling easy about it with the main revisions done as you will be bombarded with new impressions so
quickly once you arrwe in the east.

Have noted your dates and imagine Friday 22 would be a good day to cross, and return the following
Thursday, longing to see you and hope the highlands won’t be snowed up by then. ... Don't bother to wnite till
after the move -

Re medicines: THALAZOLE tablets for general tummues, FURAMIDE for amoebic dysentery,
painkillers, antiseptic & a fungicide (for athlete's foot) would probably be all you could manage. I'm sure you'll
find everything in Katmandu.

1968 - November

Darlington, 13.11.78
Dear M & D.,

Thus is just to say that the furst stage of our trip went off successfully & we arrwed here ¢. 2.30 a.m. on
Tuesday morming - the poor van groaning and bulging. But it goes v. well. Gill bought this card for you &
sends hus love. She 1s in bed with sickness (a bug Annie & I have had). Will write and let you know our plans
when we hear ferry times. Can you hang onto mail_for us from the time you get this? Many thanks.

From Iris Sidinish, Nov 14th (1968)
Dear G. & A.,

1 hope this will catch you before the next stage of your journey, I'll write one more letter to Fiona's. The Kyles
ferry crossing goes on all day during daylight which should be simple, the last bit of road from Portree to Uig 1s
under repair so leave a good hour for this (only 16 miles but v. bad in bits). The ferry leaves Uig at 5.30 p.m.,
you have probably discovered this in the book by now, they make is as muddly as possible.

The Hendersons’ address in Preston is 327 Chapel Lane, New Longton. I'm sure they would give you a bed,
but perhaps you would prefer to be independent? In any case it might be an idea to ring them up & ask Roy if
you can leave the L.R. there on the way back, & he will give you directions. He has agreed to sell it for us.

Hope you're feeling a bit rested after your packings. I'm glad Field Head was still intact, though sorry the
boys hadn't got jobs, I was afraid they might find hostility, or at least distrust. Or perhaps they weren't trying
too hard!

Gales still keeping us on the hop, we feel when they stop we shall be permanently bent into a defenswe
position, we go round like gully - head down to the wind, taking little steps sideways. We had a visit from
Agriculture man who brought a_forestry man with him, he was most depressing about the chance of growing
anything at all but hope to confound him. Showed him the tree Hilliers had advised & he said these were
about 15/~ each and wasn't very hopeful about their chances. So we felt a bit gloomy on his departure but shall
battle on. Have foxed the bunnies by covering my bulbs with seaweed which is a litle tiny triumph.

Longing to see you, hope Gill will help me make my Xmas cake. 1'm making reasonable bread now but
Daddy leaves the house for several hours on baking day! My light is going out so must get up....

P.S. Bring your sleeping bags.

From Iris Locheport, Monday (18th November 1968)

FERRY. FRIDAY AT 5 P.M. ARR Lochmaddy 7.30 pm
My dear Gill & Alan,
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Further to our phone conversation - a bit early as I had a Thing in my eye & was feeling weak & watery, it
got very swollen & painful in the night but has recovered today thank goodness - the list of things 1s 6 GAL
cartridges & 2 mantles (Blenet 200)

Rabbit wire & posts_from back garden.

Woollen gloves & my gentian plant & if possible a box of Daddy’s beer bottles. (& sprigs of holly in
larder!)

Don't bother about Telly as we want to get the aerial as well & will do all this on our next visit. The poles
are coming down the road & it shouldn't take very long to wire us all up but it won't be before the end of Feb.
obviously. It occurs to me that Fiona might spare an o1l stove as she has two, so perhaps you could bring that?
Am absolutely certain the Friday ferry is 5 p.m. or thereabout as we came wn it but will ring up Macbraynes in
the morning & confirm this. Do hope the gales will stop for you, they have blown more or less non-stop for the
past 2 weeks, this is a bad month I imagine or perhaps they never stop? Tried to plant out our larches yesterday
but could hardly stand up, so have just put them in a trench temporarily. Daddy 1s busy filling in holes stll, &
it's much better & rain no longer laps round our ankles while we wash up.

Got a letter and "report" from Borneo, from Louise Hogg, enclosing another from Cyprus - v. interesting,
latter reminds me of here in many ways. You must tell me what to do with them. Life very quuet, routine &
happy, can't believe everyone else is counting shopping days till Xmas, shall do all mine at the Co-Op next
Monday. Simon was amazed at my enquiries about a turkey, frozen chicken joints being good enough_for all of
them, apparently.

Do hope life isn't too wearing for you. If you could find 6 little calendars in Woolies, I'm thinking of
making some pictures of the house if I get them in time. Am writing this in bed & hope its legible & makes
sense - will probably send next to Fiona.

Love to Mary & John, enjoy the luxuries while you can, life 1s somewhat of an endurance test here...

London 'kula' c/o Mrs D.K. Macfarlane, c/o Sidinish Post Office, 27.11.68 Locheport,
North Uist, Outer Hebrides, Scotland

Dear Signe,

How very nice to get your letter & report. Sorry to have been so long in replying, but we've just been gathering
'beads for the natives' etc. for our journey & mouving all our stuff from London. Now, with four days to go
before we leave, I'm grabbing a moment to write what will be, I fear, a rather rushed letter. First, about the
various enclosures.

Could you send to Gyprus report on to Peter when you have read it as he wants it back (you should have his
address - Peter Loizos, Argachi Village, Nr. Morphou, Cyprus). I also enclose a short piece which was a re-
hashed version of a talk I gave to Furth's semuinar. I think it will give you some idea of what research we hope to
do & of my obsession with population problems. Please keep it with my best wishes. One new member of the
'kula" - Muss Katherine Levine, Dept. of Political Science, B.P.O. Box 35042, Unwersity College, Dar es
Salaam, Tanzama. Perhaps she'd be useful to contact when you go back to Africa; she's a terribly nice person
& would love hearing from you.

The address at the top of the letter will be my_forwarding address to Nepal (until I write to you direct), also it
will be the headquarters of the kula (my mother, Mrs D.K. Macfarlane will be in charge). I've forwarded your
prece on soctology and social anthropology to Peter, who will then circulate it to the others. If they've comments,
they'll write to you direct. I agreed with everything you said, so there is little for me to say! I feel the real
problem you were struggling with, both in your letter & the kula message, was how to reconcile academic and
practical work - in_fact, what to do_for the rest of your life. Personally, I think you are the best possible
combination - interested in ideas & academic problems, but also in helping people & improving the world.

225



“Philosophers have only tried to understand the world; the point is to change it" - or some such! What are you
Sinally going to do? Come & help at my non-institute I hope, finally!

Shall I whsk through our news first, before dealing with yours? We leave for Nepal on Dec. 3rd - via Athens,
Teheran & New Delhi (sorry we couldn't include Copenhagen). We stay at each place for about 3 days &
hope to see the sights. When in Nepal, we want to_find a_fairly traditional anthropological setting, a rural
village, & do at least nine months traditional "community” study, with an emphasis on demography & religion
(thought structures etc - will send details when we start work). Then we might move for six months to a town,
to try to do something more complex & social changush.

The real moral problem which I think will face me will be, should one introduce western medicine, education,
communications, industry etc. which will have the prime effect of causing masswe over-population & mental
disorientation? Given the fact that these things will be introduced, anyhow, I suppose one can only try to smooth
the way with understanding. Gill particularly wants to study mental health & the prison system; I would like
to study a hospital & the effects of changes in the communication systems. I've just (at this late date) read
McLuchan, Understanding Media, and am completely sold on him. Much the most exciting anthropologist I
have read for some time. I would like to study the effects of literacy, electricity etc. on the social and mental
structure - but how?

1 never loved London as you did, but was rather sad to leave all the same. I hated LSE, but there were many
happy times, not least our amimated walks round Lincoln's Inn Fields. SOAS ts much more relaxed & friendly
- but still pretty trivial. I hope your university reforms continue & are successful. It strikes me that the whole
unwersity_framework 1s highly unsatisfactory & the sooner I am out of it the better. The horizons & goals are
s0 low, the compromaises so many, the conflicts so damaging. I can't go into this now, but will do when we
meet. Hence my desire to start afresh. Some progress has be made in this direction. The Hebrides, from where I
am writing this letter, are ideal as a centre. My two books have been accepted by publishers & should bring in
some money by the time we get back from Nepal. But if, as I fear, the whole world is going to be plunged into a
huge economic/social etc. crisis by the late 1970's because of vast population growth, it all seems rather a
waste of time....

Postcard from Athens, 4.12.68 to D.K. Macfarlane, Esq. ¢/o Sidinish Post Office.
Dear Daddy,

All goes smoothly so_far! We had an easy flight & are now enjoying Greek _food, wandering around the
deserted Acropolis by full moon-light & preparing ourselves for massive sight-seeing today. Hope all is well
with you, gulls etc. etc.

Postcard from A "Pension' in Athens, 4.12.68 to All at "Bryher", Crowthorne [grandparents]
Dear All,

So_far an easy trip. Athens almost too good to be true. One wonders if it isn't all a stage-set for a Verdi opera
put up specially by the American Tourist Board - the Acropolis by moonlight, little greek ""Tabernas" with men
drinking ‘ouzo' & strumming guitars; cypruses, olives & vines; little cobbled streets & overhanging balconies;
shops full of false icons & gorgeous sickly sweets, rows of taxis & , at this time of year, only the occasional
American tourist. Hope all s well with you. We are thinking of you all especially at this time. Must off to
swallow our entero-vigform....
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Epilogue: Brief reflections on the London years

After institutional living in ‘total” institutions since the age of eight — a preparatory and
then public boarding school for ten years and then Oxford University for five years — going to
the L.S.E. was a considerable shock. I gained a number of things there, not only the wider
stimulus and culture of London and the benefits of the inter-disciplinary contacts I have
mentioned, but encountering some excellent teachers and particularly good graduate
students. Here I will briefly recount some of the differences which partly explains a tone of
nostalgic sadness in my account, with frequent visits back to Oxford. This was compounded
of many things, but a few can be mentioned.

Over the years, I had loved the fact that I had lived in oases of integration within a
basically atomistic and individualistic society. I have written a good deal about this later in my
life, for example in my description of fifty years at Cambridge in a series of books including
Reflections on Cambridge (2009), so I will not expand on the point. Boarding schools with their
‘asylum’ like structure were very similar, even down to the primacy of the ‘House’, to
Oxbridge life. You became a member of a tribe. You ate together, studied together, played
together, slept on the premises. It was a ‘total’ life, with all the advantages and disadvantages
of a sense of community that this produces. For me, as described in four previous volumes, it
was mainly a positive experience. Going to London and the L.S.E. was a shock and a losing
of something I valued.

It was increased in its impact by the fact that from the time I went to London I was, in
effect, married, though the wedding only took place at the end of the first term. This
inevitably alters one’s life. It is usually a concomitant of this that the nature of one’s social
inter-actions change. At schools and Oxford I was single and more gregarious. In London my
social circle narrowed, or at least was less active. I spent more time at home, or went out to
entertainments with Gill. So even if I had stayed at Oxford or gone to Cambridge, I would
have found a big change as a married man. The dispersed nature of London, where the
University and one’s friends were often more than an hour’s wearying travel away, not ten
minutes’ walk as in Oxford, added to this effect. In many ways, the contrast is between a
boarding institution, such as I had been used to, where social life can go on into the evenings
and week-ends, and a day school, where you came home in the afternoon to another pattern
of life; where school and home life were strongly separated.

I was to live quite a long underground journey away from my place of study. I went in
once or twice a week for some formal teaching and came home in the late afternoon through
the rush-hour crowds. There were few facilities within the University for the students, or
clubs, and little intermingling with the staff and little communal life. The teaching was more
formal and impersonal — mainly lectures and seminars consisting of a dozen or more students
who presented weekly papers. The quintessence of the medieval ‘apprenticeship’, ‘master’
and student system that had survived at Oxbridge, and I had experienced from my sixth form
at school, was absent. I saw my particular supervisor perhaps twice a term, not for teaching
but to discuss vaguely my master’s dissertation, about which, being historical, he could give
me little informed guidance.

So I went in for a few hours, perhaps borrowed a book or did a little reading in the library
of the Department, the Seligman Library (now re-named as the “The Old Library’) and went
to one or two lectures, or a seminar at the L.S.E. or one of the other universities. I might also
visit some of the other excellent libraries, including at the British Museum or the Royal
Anthropological Society. Then I went home. I did become friends with several of the other
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graduate students and I very occasionally went out with them or invited them to dinner at our
house. Yet the inter-actions were limited.

The advantage of this relatively light regime after what I was used to at school and
Oxford, was that, given my ambition and energy, I was able to combine the formal course —
which in its taught form (I was excused the second-year exams after taking a Departmental
test after the first year) only lasted for one year, with other things. Even during that taught
course year | only attended 60 lectures in the 30 weeks of the three terms — an average of two
a week. I also attended, on average, one seminar a week in my first term, none in my second,
and two a week in the summer term — an average of one seminar a week.

There were no lectures laid on in my second year in the Department (though I did go to
some voluntarily in the Demography department) and only an average of two seminars a
week. Compared to the weekly supervisions at Oxford as an undergraduate, where you had
to present a substantial essay which you either read out, or handed in, to your tutor plus an
average of a couple of lectures and a seminar a week through my undergraduate years, I was
under much less pressure. I wrote half a dozen essays to present at seminars for my tutor
through the two years and the rest was reading and listening.

Again, compared to the three postgraduate years at Oxford, the pressure of research
supervision was trivial. The contrast was particularly strong for me because both my
undergraduate and particularly my postgraduate supervision was very intense. I had Keith
Thomas as my research supervisor. He was writing a parallel work to my D.Phil, his
magisterial Religion and the Decline of Magic, and was interested, knowledgeable and supportive.
I would see him roughly every six weeks or so, but he would read all that I wrote with
immense attention and make dozens of suggestions and corrections. He set an immensely
high standard. Going to see my L.S.E. supervisor, Isaac Schapera, who sat formally behind
his desk in his ‘office’, rather than on a sofa besides me in a beautiful room in St. John’s, as
with Keith, was a totally different experience. Keith was exploring alongside me, Schap was
vaguely interested but out of his depth, only suggesting repeatedly that I looked at Jane
Austen and Pepys’s Diary, being personally interested in comparative incest taboos.

At Oxford there were also a number of others who were interested in my work and with
whom I could discuss it, not ony in seminars around similar themes, but in conversations and
letters. They included the Regius Professor, Hugh Trevor-Roper, who was also working on
witchcraft and I came to know well and had a long correspondence with, both in those years
and the L.S.E. And there were others, such as Joan Thirsk, Brian Harrison and Lady Clay,
who had taught me as an undergraduate. There were also some very good students who were
doing quite similar work, opening up new paths in social and intellectual history alongside
me, including Paul Slack, Robin Briggs, Nick Tyacke and Charles Phythian-Adams.

The absence of intense teaching and collaborative research was the disappointing side of
the move — not even mentioning the beauty of Oxford compared to the dirt, noise and hustle
of London. Yet the absence of pressure had its advantages, for the course at the L.S.E. was
only one strand, perhaps a quarter, of my intellectual life in these two years and I was able to
pursue new paths which I would have found impossible if I had been fully stretched in
anthropological course work.

In my years of studying history at Oxford, the task of teaching me had been undertaken in
a way which was very different to anthropology. Over three-quarters of my attention was
devoted to the history of England, from the Anglo-Saxons to the late nineteenth century.
Another quarter was spent on political theory, from Aristotle to Marx, and to a two-hundred-
year period of west European history, as well as a general paper on methods in history. There
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must have been at least a hundred historians in Oxford teaching English history, if we include
not just University and College teachers, but others like my tutor Lady Rosalind Clay who
supplemented the formal teachers, as well as some research Fellows and even some doctoral
students (as I did, a little).

The course at Oxford hardly mentioned the rest of the world — a couple of essays on
Turkey and the British Empire and a little on Scotland, but that was all. This meant that each
teacher I went to was a specialist on a delimited place, time and subject, say the economic
history of England in the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, or the political history of England
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It was both narrow and intense.

Anthropology has no chance of specialisation like this. Although at that time it was almost
exclusively confined to the present and the very recent past, a very thin slice caused by the
absence of written records in most of the societies anthropologists studied, and reflected in the
Malinowskian functionalist paradigm, in terms of space it was an immense canvass. Although
it was only just moving to the study of western industrial societies, though usually in their
rural and peripheral parts, the interest in peasantries — the vast expanses of China, India,
Europe and Latin America — was already well developed.

Put starkly, at Oxford I had perhaps a hundred potential teachers on the history of an
island with an average population during the last thousand years of less than six million
people — a fairly homogenous civilization which I still lived in. With Anthropology, my
teachers at the L.S.E. numbered less than ten, of whom three were within two or three years
of retirement. Basically, looking at the lectures and seminars, I had about six active teachers,
who included Ronald Dore the sociologist and Audrey Hailey from S.O.A.S. and Mary
Douglas at U.C.L. They had to cover the whole of the world — an impossible task.

Looking at their first-hand experience, they covered two small parts of Africa, the New
Territories in China (Hong Kong), Mauritius, a little of Latin America, two or three parts of
the Pacific and Japan. There was no-one on mainland China and South East Asia, on India,
on Europe (apart from Tory Island off Ireland). Thus they only covered a tiny fraction of the
societies and peoples of the world.

The limitation was partly made up for by the cosmopolitan nature of the research students
who were with me for one or both of the years of my degree. Looking at where they had
either already done some research, or come from, or were starting to study, they included
Malaysia, Thailand, Newfoundland. Ethiopia, Mexico, New Guinea, South Africa, Cyprus,
Uganda, Honduras and Ireland. I learnt, as one tends to do, more from them, both in their
presentations in the seminars and in informal conversations, especially with Peter Loizos
(CGyprus) and David Seddon (South Africa) than from the lecturers in the Department.

There was no close contact or conversations with the teachers; we were never invited to
any of their houses or even, as I recall, went out for a drink or walk with the lecturers. There
was a big and formal gap between teacher and students, despite the supposed left-wing nature
of the L.S.E. In the seminars we always addressed each other as Mr or Miss or whatever, and
our teachers respectfully as Professor or Doctor. Once I became a postgraduate at Oxford,
even before getting my doctorate, my former undergraduate teachers and my new graduate
advisors would treat me more or less as an equal. They invited me to lunches and dinners in
their Colleges and sometimes for tea and dinner at their homes. It was an entirely different
feeling.

I remember feeling a sense of ‘status-dissonance’. My life had been one of repeated
climbing up status ladders — at both my boarding schools and then at Oxford, from the
humble newcomer to the power of the senior boy. Somehow, I did not expect to have to do
this climbing again when I reached the L.S.E., but I was again down at the bottom and
needed to prove myself and to go through the rituals which would allow me to rise. Only
when I went to Cambridge in 1971 and became a Fellow of King’s College did I enjoy the
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exhilaration of moving from one lowly ladder to a much higher one and feel a sudden
increase in my status without particular further effort.

One index of this difference 1s that I continued to visit my Oxford teachers frequently for
ten years after I left and to write to many of them though the future decades. After I left the
L.S.E. in 1968, I hardly ever went back, except to give the Malinowski Lecture in 1978 and to
give another couple of seminars in later years — though I did remain friends with three or four
of my fellow graduates for many years.

Because of the world canvas covered by a few teachers, I became used to something which
I experienced over my decades of being a teacher of anthropology at Cambridge from 1975,
namely that one has to be able to lecture and to supervise bright students (one-to-one or one-
to-two), and to supervise dozens of taught M.Phil. students and Ph.D. students, covering all
parts of the world, most of which one has no first-hand knowledge.

Likewise there was no division of labour with different parts of life. In Oxford you not only
specialized in place and period, but also in theme. Basically it was divided into economic,
political, religious and intellectual history, with a little social history also. Thus, for example,
there were at least half a dozen experts on seventeenth century English religious history to
teach me.

At the L.S.E., it was different. The core of anthropology is that it joins together the human
experience so that it is the inter-connections of; say, religion and politics, or politics and
economics, or of all aspects of human life together in a community study. So it was impossible
to become just an economic anthropologist, for example.

Yet the ten teachers were still fairly confined in their specialities. My supervisor Schapera
wrote books on law, politics and marriage. Lucy Mair wrote on development, colonialism and
witchcraft. Raymond Firth wrote mainly on kinship and economics, but also on ritual and the
theory of anthropology. Anthony Forge specialized in art, James Woodburn on kinship and
hunter-gatherers, Burton Benedict on development and small territories. Maurice Freedman
specialised in kinship and ancestor worship and was developing an interest in Levi-Strauss,
Mary Douglas on cosmologies and Robin Fox on ethology and kinship.

Again the inevitable absence of teaching expertise, just two or three members of staff for
any speciality, was partly made up for by the interests of my fellow graduates. From looking at
their presentations in the seminars and what they would later study, they covered most of the
major fields from economics to religion and ritual.

The final source of knowledge came from the books and articles I was advised to read, or
were summarized or alluded to in lectures or in the seminars. Looking broadly at the written
account and my notes, one or two things stand out.

One 1s that anthropology was still particularly concentrated on the study of Tribal and
Hunter-Gatherer societies, mainly in Africa and the Pacific, with touches of Amazonia as
well. The great peasantries of the world, ninety percent of the non-industrial population, were
covered much less in the notes I took during the course.

In terms of the anthropological paradigms, there was no teaching on the founders of the
discipline — Tylor, Frazer, Morgan, Lang and Haddon. There was hardly any teaching on the
earlier great American figures, Boas and Kroeber, for example, though there were some
references to the work of Ralph Linton and Robert Lowie, and some contemporary
Americans including Robert Redfield, David Schneider, Eric Wolf, Clifford Geertz and
Marshall Sahlins.

A particular absence was any reference to Margaret Mead and Ruth Benedict. I had
encountered them at Oxford in my own private reading, as I had a similar writer, Geoffrey
Gorer, but both at Oxford and particularly at the L.S.E. it was as if their work was taboo.
Recently I came across an amusing explanation for this avoidance taboo in Robin Fox’s
account in Participant Observer . Of his time teaching at the L.S.E, Fox writes (p.339) that Derek
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Freeman, who engaged in a famous controversy attacking Margaret Mead, and visited the
L.S.E. for a term

‘seemed to have a special place in hell reserved for Margaret Mead, for reasons not all that clear
at the time. The rest of the British school seemed to see her fault as a case of whoring after cheap
fame instead of doing a professional job of fieldwork. When he was invited to join the ASA,
Meyer Fortes had explained that one point of having this organization was “to stop people like
Geoffrey Gorer and Margaret Mead from calling themselves social anthropologists.” But for
[Freeman] it was more a matter of her being an ideological lackey of Franz Boas. The crime of
Boas was the enthronement of Culture and the rejection of Nature. Mead had dutifully gone out
and “proved” this with her “Samoan fantasies” as Derek called them.’

It was basically the anthropology done by British anthropologists which we were taught.
It is true that there were quite frequent references to the work of Levi-Strauss which was just
coming in to influence the British tradition, as well as that of earlier French anthropologists,
Van Gennep and Marcel Mauss and one or two contemporary French writers, Godelier,
Maquet, Dumont. Yet we read no German or others European scholars apart from Lison-
Tolasana in Spain. Even with the British, it was the Malinowski and post-Malinowski
generation, in other words the 1920s onwards, that we were taught (though Westermarck was
mentioned). The main figures were from various schools.

From Oxford there were Radcliff-Brown, Evans-Prichard, Godfrey Lienhardt, Rodney
Needham and John Beattie. But even these figures, or some of them, were treated with some
suspicion. Again I did not fully understand this until reading Robin Fox. I had come from
Oxford and been closely associated with Evans-Pritchard, particularly because he was my
mentor and the examiner of my D.Phil. The fact that Raymond Firth refused to acknowledge
that I was ‘Dr Macfarlane’ when he addressed or talked about me in his seminars in my
second year, the cause of some merriment among my contemporaries, I put down to some
insecurity about having to treat me both as a lowly student, but also with some higher
qualification. Yet coming across the following passage in Robin Fox’s account (p.353), there
may be another thread.

“T'he Malinowski lecture. The previous year it had been given by Godfrey Lienhardt from
Oxford, and no one was very happy with it. They respected the ethnographic skills of Evans-
Pritchard and his people, (including Mary Douglas) but were deeply suspicious of their anti-
scientific bias and their quite conscious attempt to treat Anthropology as another of the
humanities. Firth, a Rationalist to the core, saw it as a faintly disguised attempt to smuggle their

%

Catholicism into the discipline. Gluckman referred to the Institute at Oxford as “the Oratory”.

The antagonism was mutual and I had encountered it when I had a long conversation with
Evans-Pritchard in the summer of 1967, after he had examined my thesis. I noted:

Raymond = rationalist — bullied for Methodism by Malinowski: always one step behind on
theoretical level: wife against him returning to Tikopia — unaware that his time has run out. It
was probably on this occasion that E-P told me that Raymond being a rationalist believer used to
go down to a Rationalist Church on Sundays and read selected portions of Malinowski’s works to
the assembled believers.

The second set of writers we read were from Cambridge — Meyer Fortes, Edmund Leach,
Jack Goody, John Barnes, Stanley Tambiah, and the earlier Reo Fortune. One or two of the
‘Manchester school’, principally Max Gluckman but also Clyde Mitchell and others, were on
the reading lists. One or two from other London schools were also there — Daryll Forde,
Mary Douglas, Adrian Mayer, and John Middleton. There were, as I recall, no
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anthropologists from India, except passing references to Srinivas and Beteille, and none from
China, Japan or the Pacific.

There is no implied reproach or particular regret in pointing out these limitations. The
same had been true even with the much larger and well-staffed course in Oxford, where I
hardly encountered scholars from outside Britain — only a few like Marc Bloch or Johann
Huizinga or Burkhardt. Few of the earlier great historians, in particular Maitland and Acton,
were mentioned. This shows a basic feature of academic life, namely that the teachers
concentrate on what seems alive and most stimulating. I remember later in my career at
Cambridge feeling uneasy when I recommended a book, except for a few of the classics,
which dated from more than twenty or so years earlier. Likewise, at the L.S.E. if we had been
encouraged to read Morgan, Frazer and Tylor, we would have rebelled. We were excited by
the new wave of structuralist and Marxist anthropology which was just creeping in.

*

What had impelled me into studying anthropology, among other things, was a feeling that
historical approaches, while strong on the time dimension, paid insufficient attention to the
spatial or comparative. How could one understand England or even western Europe if one
knew practically nothing about the ninety percent of human who lived outside that area — ‘he
little of England knows who only England knows’, a saying repeated by R.H. Tawney of the
L.S.E., who had broadened his knowledge by visiting and writing a book about China.

A second reason was that, as Keith Thomas had shown in his article on ‘History and
Anthropology’ in 1963, the sort of history I had learnt was almost totally pre-occupied with
the upper classes, and with politics and some economics. The ninety percent below were
ignored and the ninety percent of life that is cultural, social and intellectual was largely
overlooked.

This was partly justified by the claim that, interesting though some of these questions were,
there were very few, if any, sources for the study of ordinary people and of the social and
cultural questions which an anthropologist living in a society could investigate.

Both these aims, studying ordinary lives and matters other than the political and
economic, were satisfactorily achieved by my two years at the L.S.E. Although still thin, I did
learn a little about all the major continents, from Australia and China to Africa and South
America. And I did learn about the four major types of civilization into which, in a rough
way, peoples were divided — hunter-gatherer, tribal, peasant and industrial (‘modern’). I could
begin to see myself and my own civilization in comparison to something wider than just
France or Spain.

I also spent at least half of my time, not only in exploring the potentials for a new social
history in hitherto little used sources — especially diaries, autobiographies and letters — but
also in the newly emerging legal and local archives of England. In Witcheraft 1 had shown how
one could probe into mentality. Then, through these two years, in my M.Phil dissertation, my
book based on Josselin’s diary, and in the project to assemble all the records of the
Westmorland parish of Kirby Lonsdale, compared to three Essex villages I had partially
reconstituted for my D.Phil., I discovered how the kind of local history being pioneered by
W.G. Hoskins and others, and in its demographic aspects by Peter Laslett and Tony Wrigley,
could be greatly extended and enriched.

Searching, as I was, for some sort of replacement for my abandoned Christian framework,
unsatisfactory both because of its intolerance and philosophical inadequacy, I found what I
was searching for in anthropology. The central tenet of anthropology was the attempt to
understand the ‘other’, combined with a relativist approach which did not dismiss other
cultures as irrational or inferior. It was one of the great achievements of the functionalists,
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from Malinowski and before, to show that the West was not superior, except in technology,
and that each society had its own logic and morality. It was not up to us to judge ourselves
superior; we could not place societies on a scale, with the West at the top. We needed to take
even the simplest hunter-gatherers seriously and when it came to the great civilizations of
China or India, who were we to assert that they were heathens and backward?

Furthermore, there was something about the way in which most of the societies which
anthropologists wrote about had not disconnected parts of their life, had not atomized and
rationalized in the direction of Weber’s ‘iron cage’, that deeply attracted me. In terms of
understanding the cause of things, I found it far more attractive to see a functional reason, or
to link some aspect of behaviour or belief to some other part of an integrated whole, than to
have to have recourse to God. Anthropology, as I had guessed in various musings from my
Oxford undergraduate days onwards, and reflected in the letter to Gill in the Preface, was an
approach which took me back to my memories of my undivided childhood, to my love of
Romantic poetry, and to a belief that life was not just a cold and meaningless set of accidents
and atoms, colliding in a ruthless pursuit of power and dominance.

In other words, I had found not just a subject or approach, an academic discipline like
history or archaeology, chemistry or physics but a vocation, a ‘calling’, a set of ideas and
behaviours which absorbed not just the mind, but also the spirit, imagination and even the
body. I was realizing that the methodology of anthropology was a matter of being, not just
studying, involving the whole personality.

Although my letters express quite frequently some dissatisfaction with the course, and a
great nostalgia for Oxford, I now see that it was both a necessary brake and that my new
experience of married life, of living in London and not the cosy surroundings of Collegiate
Oxford or Cambridge, and moving out into the whole world rather than just the history of
Britain and parts of western Europe, was salutary and invigorating. Fortunately, it was given
added richness and a certain anchoring by continuing my interest in history and in the
excitement of finding new worlds in social history which I could use as a laboratory in which
to apply the new insights I was gaining from my course. The fusion of history and
anthropology, consummated by fieldwork, could not, probably, have been better achieved
than by this move.

With all other disciplines, even to a large extent psychology, and certainly history, English,
languages or the sciences, one was an outside observer — assembling ‘facts’ through a process
of research which did not absorb anything but the mind. You went to the library, to the
excavation site, the laboratory, and collected materials and then tried to make sense of what
you had found by a purely mental effort.

The ‘participant-observation’ method of anthropology, often associated with Malinowski,
but in fact practiced before him by many, including Boas, Rivers, Radcliffe-Brown and
countless missionaries and explorers, meant that the observations were primarily made
through the senses rather than just the brain. Experience and feelings were primary. Later I
realized that this is how all of us learn from childhood, and it is how great philosophers like
David Hume believe we know the world. Yet, at the time I just began to see that one became
an anthropologist. As one of my teachers, Maurice Freedman, remarked to me before I left
for field work, I would soon be going through the ‘rite of passage’, the initiation, a period of
liminality and separation which, like becoming a shaman, would make me a new person,
capable of a new and deeper understanding of the world.

This emphasis on experience as a supplement to mental study was another major reason
for wanting to re-train as an anthropologist. I had, as a historian, often wondered how it was
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possible by just reading books and studying archives to really understand what it was like to
live in a pre-industrial world. I felt that sitting in a comfortable Oxbridge study or visiting the
Bodleian library was unlikely to make one aware of the deeper and perennial things that had
affected the lives of most of our ancestors — the illness, hunger, fear of the state, terror of
invisible spirits. If I was going to really understand myself in time and space, to understand
what had happened to me from my birth in India, through boarding schools and adolescence,
and to understand the mystery of modernity, I needed to stretch not just my mind but the
whole of my personality and body.

In a sense, much of the teaching and reading on the L.S.E. course was based on the ‘T was
there’ assertion behind anthropology. The returned students writing up their Ph.D. theses
alongside me, the members of staff drawing on their experiences in lectures and seminars,
and the narratives in the characteristic books I read, ‘fieldwork monographs’ about living and
studying the X and the Y, were preparing me for the plunge into another culture. It was a
cold bath which would wake me from my dogmatic slumber.

The course did not prepare me more directly for that further experience. At first sight it
might seem strange that, knowing that most of those on the L.S.E. course were going out to
spend one to two years doing ‘fieldwork’ there was not a single class, let alone seminar or
course, on fieldwork methods. There was nothing on interviewing, ethics, carrying out a
census, survey methods, language learning, photography, health and well-being. Later, when
I came to run classes on some of these topics from time to time in Cambridge, or write a small
book on the subject to help other students*” or a detailed account of how I actually did my
fieldwork in Nepal, based on contemporary letters, diaries, fieldnotes and other materials,*® I
came to realize the reasons for this absence of preparation. T'wo of these are central to the
special nature of anthropology.

One was its universality. If you are training a chemist, archaeologist or historian, you will
probably have a good idea of the shape of the material the student will be encountering. A
medieval English historian, an archaeologist of early Greece, or a chemist studying the
structure of certain proteins, will use methods which are specific, well-tried, and can be
passed on to a certain extent by teachers.

In anthropology, and particularly after the Second World War when anthropology moved
from tribes to peasants and even to modern industrial societies, and covered every aspect of
human life, it was really impossible to train those going out to do anthropology in generic
methods. How you studied demography in the Himalayas, politics in Morocco, marriage in
Cyprus or religion in an Amazonian tribe would vary hugely. Furthermore, the ‘total’
personality involvement, the ‘participant’ part, could not be formally taught in classes or in
lectures or books. You would have to work it out for yourself.

This having been said, I still think it would have been useful, as we often did at
Cambridge, partly under the inspiration of Jack Goody, to have a few classes in basic
methodologies. I acquired part of this at the L.S.E. for myself by going to the demography
department and learning about how to collect materials for the study of population. Yet
something on interviewing, as well as some relaxed meetings where those who had done
fieldwork discussed ethical and practical problems, would have been both helpful and helped
alleviate the natural anxiety one felt about this large step. I tried to do this at Cambridge and
ran a series of ‘virtual fieldwork’ days with the graduate students — using food, drink, music,
films and other sensory devices to stimulate the students into feeling as if they were in the
field. They worked well.

As it was, we were meant to learn by a form of loose apprenticeship, by hearing the stories
told in lectures, seminars or books. By absorbing these, we would gain an indirect guide to
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what we would do when we ‘got to the field’. This indirect approach was meant to give us a
set of comparative questions and a framework of definitions which would help us elicit
information. Most of my contemporaries no longer took out the detailed set of questions and
definitions continued in the compendium Notes and Queries in Anthropology, which had reached
its sixth edition by then — though I did do so, and found it useful.

The real ritual of transition was the fieldwork. The description above shows some of the
work of finding an appropriate topic and place to study and my apprenticeship to Professor
Haimendorf. I went to the School of Oriental Studies from the start of October 1968, but was
only there physically for about six weeks, as I then spent a couple of weeks storing my
possessions, seeing friends and family, and then departing for Nepal at the start of December.
What Gill and I experienced in Nepal is described in the next volume, Becoming an
Anthropologist (2020) We returned to England in February 1970 and I wrote up my thesis and
then turned it into my book Resources and Population; a study of the Gurungs of Nepal (1976). I went
to King’s College Cambridge in September 1971 as a Senior Research Fellow in History, and
have been in Cambridge since. The years after 1971 are covered in a series of volumes of
analytical authobiography with the general title of ‘Enchantment and Modernity’, which will
be published from 2022 onwards.
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